
Since I started work as your Intergenerational 
Missioner one of my constant mantras has been 
to invite you all to ‘think differently’. I had not 
imagined it would be virus named Corona that 
would in fact force all of us to think differently. If 
someone had told me a year ago that there 
would a shortage of toilet rolls in every 
supermarket, or that I would be running toddler 
groups, home group, and attending Morning 
Prayer using video conferencing, a bit like 
Thomas in our reading, I would certainly have 
doubted.  

This Lockdown season has been described by 
some as a winter without Christmas, or a 
perpetual bank holiday. I can concur with this 
but when someone suggested it is like Lent 
without Easter, I had to draw the line.  Our plans 
for the rest of this year may have had to be 
paused or curtailed, possibly our holidays 
cancelled, but as Christians we are called to live 
in this season where we have just celebrated the 
great triumph that Christ has risen. We are 
called to think differently and to live differently 
because we believe in our hearts that Christ has 
made a way for us all to be different.  

It is easy and understandable for us to feel 
downcast, lost, lonely, bewildered or 
disappointed as we find ourselves in a season 
none of us anticipated. But most especially in 
this season I encourage you to demonstrate that 
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as Christians we are able to think differently, 
respond differently and to be different. In the 
manner of his death, Jesus has demonstrated to 
all of us a sacrificial love that now we are also 
called to demonstrate by being isolated or 
distanced from those we love to keep them safe. 
As Christians our faith enables us to find joy, to 
find peace and to find hope. I encourage each of 
you to look for the joy in each day, I have 
challenged myself to post photos demonstrating 
the joy I have noticed all around me. This has 
helped me to find hope that as all seasons pass, 
so will this one.  

Something that has helped me to find peace are 
the words to a song based on the prayer of St 
Teresa I heard for the first time recently that 
says,  

All things fade away 
God is unchanging, 
Be patient for with God in your heart,  
nothing is lacking,  
God is enough. 

Let us take note that Jesus first words to his 
disciples when he first encounters them after 
being resurrected are ‘Peace be with you’.  
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Today’s Collect 

Risen Christ, 
for whom no door is locked,  
no entrance barred: 
open the doors of our hearts, 
that we may seek the good of others 
and walk the joyful road  
of sacrifice and peace, 
to the praise of God the Father. 
 

Pastoral Care and Funerals 

At this time our Rector, Sean, will be the 
only priest in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts who will be able to minister to the 
dying and conduct funerals.  

If there are any pastoral emergencies 
please contact Sean.  

The Deanery of Ross and 

Archenfield  

Bishop Richard Jackson has asked Sean to 
continue as Acting Rural Dean for the 
Ross and Archenfield Deanery until the 
pandemic has passed. This means that 
Sean will need to co-ordinate and 
support ministry in the other parishes of 
the Deanery for the next few months.  

We pray for those who are ill 

Pam Altree and Mary Hope and all those  
infected and affected by the coronavirus 

We remember those who have 

died 

Monica Bond and Douglas Swallow and 
we pray for their families and loved ones, 
and for all those who mourn at this time. 

 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Acts 2.14a, 22-32 

On the day of Pentecost, 14 Peter, standing 
with the eleven, raised his voice and 
addressed the crowd: 22 ‘You that are 
Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God 
with deeds of power, wonders, and signs 
that God did through him among you, as 
you yourselves know – 23 this man, handed 
over to you according to the definite plan 
and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 
and killed by the hands of those outside the 
law. 24 But God raised him up, having freed 
him from death, because it was impossible 
for him to be held in its power. 25 For David 
says concerning him, “I saw the Lord always 
before me, for he is at my right hand so that 
I will not be shaken; 26 therefore my heart 
was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
moreover, my flesh will live in hope. 27 For 
you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or 
let your Holy One experience corruption. 28 
You have made known to me the ways of 
life; you will make me full of gladness with 
your presence.” 29 ‘Fellow Israelites, I may 
say to you confidently of our ancestor David 
that he both died and was buried, and his 
tomb is with us to this day. 30 Since he was 
a prophet, he knew that God had sworn 
with an oath to him that he would put one 
of his descendants on his throne. 31 
Foreseeing this, David spoke of the 
resurrection of the Messiah, saying, “He was 
not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh 
experience corruption.” 32 This Jesus God 
raised up, and of that all of us are 
witnesses.’ 

 

 

 



twelve, was not with them when Jesus 
came. 25 So the other disciples told him, 
‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to 
them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not 
believe.’ 26 A week later his disciples were 
again in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, 
‘Peace be with you.’ 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in 
my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ 28 
Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my 
God!’ 29 Jesus said to him, ‘Have you 
believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and 
yet have come to believe.’ 30 Now Jesus 
did many other signs in the presence of his 
disciples, which are not written in this 
book. 31 But these are written so that you 
may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through 
believing you may have life in his name.  

 

 

 

 

Morning Prayer this week 

Morning prayer continues by Zoom again 
this week, at 9am each weekday.  

Follow the link from our benefice website 
to join in. 

You will also find the order of service which 
you can use to pray Morning Prayer at 
home, or with us via Zoom.  

 

Second Reading 1 Peter 1.3-9 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has 
given us a new birth into a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, 4 and into an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and 
unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are 
being protected by the power of God 
through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. 6 In this you 
rejoice, even if now for a little while you 
have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that 
the genuineness of your faith – being more 
precious than gold that, though perishable, 
is tested by fire – may be found to result in 
praise and glory and honour when Jesus 
Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not 
seen him, you love him; and even though 
you do not see him now, you believe in him 
and rejoice with an indescribable and 
glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the 
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your 
souls.  

Gospel Reading John 20.19-end 

19 When it was evening on the first day of 
the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
20 After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples 
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus 
said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, so I send you.’ 22 
When he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, ‘Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of 
any, they are retained.’ 24 But Thomas 
(who was called the Twin), one of the 



Our Service Today 
All Church of England churches have been 
closed during the Coronavirus pandemic 
until further notice but we have an online 
service today at 9.30 which can be found 
at: rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services 

This Week and Beyond 

Contact us - The Ministry Team would very 
much like to keep in touch with everyone 
during this unusual season we are in. We 
have compiled an up to date database of 
names, addresses, email addresses and 
phone numbers and would like to make sure 
that no one is forgotten and that we have a 
preferred way of contacted everyone. Using 
email and the website and Facebook pages 
are obvious and easy ways for us to com-
municate but we are equally aware that 
people might like to receive a letter, talk on 
the phone or have a video chat. If you can 
contact the office by email preferably but of 
course do call if you prefer, with your details 
and let us know your preferred contact 
method (which might be more than one) - 
Christine 

Growing Faith at Home 
Our website contains some very useful   
resources to help us all grow in faith at 
home during this time of lockdown.  
Visit:   
https://rawchurch.org.uk/faith-at-home/  
 

On this page you will find some specially 
written resource sheets with ideas about 
daily prayer and bible reading at home,  
so that we can all go on living and growing 
as Christians through this time.  
 

One of the suggestions is reading the gospel 
reading that is set for each day. You will 
find the references for the daily readings 
above, and reading ideas on the webpage.  
 

There are also short videos of prayerful 
craft activities for all ages.   
 

Please take a look, have a go, and share the 
resources with others to encourage them as 
well.  

The charming graphic below, and the caption 
that goes with, it has been created by the 
Anglican Communion to encourage us as 
Anglicans across the world at this time of 
lockdown.   
It’s also a reminder of our special Anglican 
calling to pray for and care about all the  
people of the parishes entrusted to our care.  

Gospel readings through this week  
Download an info sheet on reading,  
reflecting and praying with the gospel  
reading set for each day  from our website. 
(See link below) 
Mon: John 3.1-8 
Tues: John 3.7-15 
Weds: John 3.16-21 
Thurs: John 15.18-21 
Fri: John 6.1-15 
Sat: Mark 13.5-13 
Sun:  Luke 24.13-35 
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