
In ordinary times you would probably be 
reading this sitting in a church full of people, 
beautifully decorated with lilies and spring 
flowers. As you came in you would have 
greeted others with the words ‘Happy 
Easter!’, and as services began in churches 
around the country people would have been 
responding to that familiar Easter 
Acclamation ‘Alleluia, Christ is risen’ with the 
words ‘He is risen indeed, Alleluia’. But these 
are extraordinary times: churches are locked 
and streets deserted. This year there will be 
no crowds gathering in St Peter’s Square to 
hear the Pope’s Easter message and there will 
be no congregation at Canterbury to hear our 
Archbishop’s sermon. 

But the message of Easter is still the same – 
there were no crowds in that garden when 
Mary Magdalene asked the man whom she 
thought was the gardener where they had put 
the body of Christ (John 20:15,16). No crowds 
witnessed that wonderful moment when, as 
he called her by her name, Mary instantly 
recognised her master, our saviour, the risen 
Lord.  
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The message of Easter is one of hope. In 
normal times we would have lit our Paschal 
Candle to remind us of the light of Christ. My 
hope this Easter is that the light of Christ will 
shine brightly, penetrating through the 
darkness of the situation we find ourselves 
in. So may we all, albeit privately in our own 
homes, celebrate this Easter and look 
forward to the time when our church doors 
will be unlocked again and we can give 
thanks together and proclaim the wonderful 
news of salvation though our risen Lord.  

May I remind you of the chorus of Donald 
Fishel’s Easter Hymn - 

‘Alleluia, alleluia, 
Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
Give praise to his name.’  

 

Freda  
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Today’s Collect 

God of glory, 
by the raising of your Son 
you have broken the chains of death and 
hell: 
fill your Church with faith and hope; 
for a new day has dawned 
and the way to life stands open 
in our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 

Pastoral Care and Funerals 

At this time our Rector, Sean, will be the 
only priest in Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts who will be able to minister to the 
dying and conduct funerals.  

If there are any pastoral emergencies 
please contact Sean.  

The Deanery of Ross and 

Archenfield  

Bishop Richard Jackson has asked Sean to 
continue as Acting Rural Dean for the 
Ross and Archenfield Deanery until the 
pandemic has passed. This means that 
Sean will need to co-ordinate and 
support ministry in the other parishes of 
the Deanery for the next few months.  

We pray for those who are ill 

Pam Altree and Mary Hope and all those  
infected and affected by the coronavirus 

We remember those who have 

died 

Douglas Swallow, David Jones and 
Doreen Clarke, and we pray for their 
families and loved ones, and for all those 
who mourn at this time. 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Acts 10.34-43 

34 Peter began to speak to those assembled 
in the house of Cornelius. ‘I truly 
understand that God shows no partiality, 35 
but in every nation anyone who fears him 
and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
36 You know the message he sent to the 
people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus 
Christ – he is Lord of all. 37 That message 
spread throughout Judea, beginning in 
Galilee after the baptism that John 
announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 
power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses 
to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree; 40 but God raised 
him on the third day and allowed him to 
appear, 41 not to all the people but to us 
who were chosen by God as witnesses, and 
who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. 42 He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is 
the one ordained by God as judge of the 
living and the dead. 43 All the prophets 
testify about him that everyone who 
believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.’  

Second Reading Colossians 3.1-4 

If you have been raised with Christ, seek the 
things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth, 3 for you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4 When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed 
with him in glory.  



laid him, and I will take him away.’ 16 Jesus 
said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to 
him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ which means 
Teacher. 17 Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold 
on to me, because I have not yet ascended 
to the Father. But go to my brothers and 
say to them, “I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your 
God.“’ 18 Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen 
the Lord’; and she told them that he had 
said these things to her.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading John 20.1-18 

Early on the first day of the week, while it 
was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the 
tomb and saw that the stone had been 
removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and 
went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, 
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to 
them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the 
tomb, and we do not know where they 
have laid him.’ 3 Then Peter and the other 
disciple set out and went towards the 
tomb. 4 The two were running together, 
but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to 
look in and saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon 
Peter came, following him, and went into 
the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying 
there, 7 and the cloth that had been on 
Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 
8 Then the other disciple, who reached the 
tomb first, also went in, and he saw and 
believed; 9 for as yet they did not 
understand the scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead. 10 Then the disciples 
returned to their homes. 11 But Mary 
stood weeping outside the tomb. As she 
wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 
12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had been lying, 
one at the head and the other at the feet. 
13 They said to her, ‘Woman, why are you 
weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have 
taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.’ 14 When she 
had said this, she turned around and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did not know 
that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, 
‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom 
are you looking?’ Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have 



Our Service Today 
All Church of England churches have been 
closed during the Coronavirus pandemic 
until further notice but we have an online 
service today at 9.30 which can be found 
at: rawchurch.org.uk/digital-services 

Easter Services can also be found online at  
rawchurch.org.uk/holy-week-and-easter-
2020 

Our website contains some very useful  
resources to help you grow your faith at 
home during this time of lockdown.  

This Week and Beyond 

A Game to play  if you use the Home Minis-
try Prayer Cycle See what odd pairings you 
can spot. This morning Pauline and I had a 
laugh that I, without an artistic bone in my 
body, was paired with “The Arts”. No prizes, 
but you may spot things that make you 
smile. Colin. 

Contact us - The Ministry Team would very 
much like to keep in touch with everyone 
during this unusual season we are in. We 
have compiled an up to date database of 
names, addresses, email addresses and 
phone numbers and would like to make sure 
that no one is forgotten and that we have a 
preferred way of contacted everyone. Using 
email and the website and Facebook pages 
are obvious and easy ways for us to com-
municate but we are equally aware that 
people might like to receive a letter, talk on 
the phone or have a video chat. If you can 
contact the office by email preferably but of 
course do call if you prefer, with your details 
and let us know your preferred contact 
method (which might be more than one) - 
Christine 
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