
 

1 Powerlessness 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Read:  

 

Mark 15: 1-5; 15 

As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders 
and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed 
him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him, ‘Are you the King of the Jews?’ He answered 
him, ‘You say so.’ Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked 
him again, ‘Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.’ 
But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed. 
So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and after 
flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified. 

Some resources to aid reflection and prayer:  

Reflect 

and 

Pray: 

 

We have all experienced powerlessness in 
completely new ways over the last few weeks. 
Whether that is powerlessness about the 
impact of the Coronavirus outbreak on our 
own lives, or those of loved ones.  
Or a new national powerlessness that all the 
money and resources and expertise can’t 
immediately fix this. 
Internationally, the virus is beginning to reach 
people in the most powerless places in slums 
and refugee camps. In life and death Jesus 
stood with the powerless and is with us today.  
 
We pray for each other, in the many ways that we are experiencing powerlessness at this time. 
Christians of the worldwide Anglican Communion ask us this Holy Week to pray for poor and 
displaced people with no refuge or way to self-isolate; pray for all those working together to 
alleviate suffering in those places, people of Christian faith, other faiths, of no faith, coming 
together for the common good.   



Listen:  
 

Listen to St Mary’s choir singing the Agnus Dei from Faure’s Requiem.  
 

Do:  Find out about Christian Aid’s work with the poorest communities and its Coronavirus Appeal. 
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/coronavirus-emergency-appeal 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

https://soundcloud.com/user-545131306/agnus-dei-faure-requiem
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/appeals/emergencies/coronavirus-emergency-appeal

