
“When April with his sweet showers  
has pierced the March drought to the roots, 
Then people love to go on pilgrimages, 
To distant shrines known in many 
lands.” (Loosely translated) 
 
So wrote Geoffrey Chaucer in his prologue to 
the Canterbury tales as he looked forward to a 
season of travel to holy places, especially to 
the shrine of Thomas Becket at Canterbury.  
There is a great uptake in pilgrimage in our 
own age, with the modern pilgrim travelling 
for various reasons, some religious, others 
probably in search of something they can't 
quite define. If you have ever seen the film 
The Way, which is about the Camino to 
Santiago de Compostela, there you get an 
idea of what the modern pilgrimage may be 
about. 
 
For Christians it is probably more about the 
inner journey that is signified by travelling to a 
special place, usually identified with a saint. In 
our own islands many of these places are 
linked to a holy well which is often associated 
with early Celtic saints, such as the shrine of 
St. Issui at Patricio in the Black Mountains, 
where I was formerly Rector and where some 
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of us from our Benefice have made a 
pilgrimage. The clear running water of these 
wells has been used to make them places of 
baptism and of healing. 
 
Jesus was always journeying to special places 
so it would be no coincidence that we find 
him in today’s gospel at Jacob’s well at Sychar 
in Samaria. Tired and thirsty after the physical 
journey, he points to the deeper spiritual 
journey and healing that comes from the 
water of life which he gives. He is taking his 
followers to new places so that their worship 
will lead them to a transforming experience 
beyond the walls of a particular religion. The 
way he takes will make them fellow travellers 
with outsiders, strangers, misfits and people 
who have reached a low point in their lives 
like the Samaritan woman.  
 
Today's renewed interest in pilgrimage seems 
to point to people seeking the deeper 
journey. As we travel the way with them and 
share in brokenness, maybe we can also point 
the way of restoration and healing. 
 
Chris 
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Today’s Collect 

Eternal God, 
give us insight 
to discern your will for us, 
to give up what harms us, 
and to seek the perfection we are promised 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Post Communion Prayer 

Merciful Lord, 
grant your people grace to withstand the 
temptations 
of the world, the flesh and the devil, 
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, 
the only God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

We pray for those who are ill 

Mary Hope 

We remember those who have died 

Win Reynolds, Eveling Joan Snell, Benjamin 
James, John Williams, Darren Loveridge,  
Daryl Jenkins, Keith Haile, Margaret Nelson 
and Pam Chadd 

Today’s Readings 

First Reading Exodus 17.1-7 

From the wilderness of Sin the whole 
congregation of the Israelites journeyed by 
stages, as the LORD commanded. They 
camped at Rephidim, but there was no water 
for the people to drink. 2 The people 
quarrelled with Moses, and said, ‘Give us 
water to drink.’ Moses said to them, ‘Why do 
you quarrel with me? Why do you test the 
LORD?’ 3 But the people thirsted there for 
water; and the people complained against 
Moses and said, ‘Why did you bring us out of 
Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock 
with thirst?’ 4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, 
‘What shall I do with this people? They are 

almost ready to stone me.’ 5 The LORD said to 
Moses, ‘Go on ahead of the people, and take 
some of the elders of Israel with you; take in 
your hand the staff with which you struck the 
Nile, and go. 6 I will be standing there in front of 
you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, and 
water will come out of it, so that the people may 
drink.’ Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of 
Israel. 7 He called the place Massah and 
Meribah, because the Israelites quarrelled and 
tested the LORD, saying, ‘Is the LORD among us 
or not?’  

Second Reading Romans 5.1-11 

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace 
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 
through whom we have obtained access to this 
grace in which we stand; and we boast in our 
hope of sharing the glory of God. 3 And not only 
that, but we also boast in our sufferings, 
knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4 
and endurance produces character, and 
character produces hope, 5 and hope does not 
disappoint us, because God’s love has been 
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
that has been given to us. 6 For while we were 
still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 
ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a 
righteous person – though perhaps for a good 
person someone might actually dare to die. 8 
But God proves his love for us in that while we 
still were sinners Christ died for us. 9 Much 
more surely then, now that we have been 
justified by his blood, will we be saved through 
him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we 
were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, much more surely, 
having been reconciled, will we be saved by his 
life. 11 But more than that, we even boast in 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 
whom we have now received reconciliation.  

Gospel Reading John 4.5-42 

5 Jesus came to a Samaritan city called Sychar, 
near the plot of ground that Jacob had given to 



and truth, for the Father seeks such as these to 
worship him. 24 God is spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.’ 
25 The woman said to him, ‘I know that 
Messiah is coming’ (who is called Christ). 
‘When he comes, he will proclaim all things to 
us.’ 26 Jesus said to her, ‘I am he, the one who 
is speaking to you.’ 27 Just then his disciples 
came. They were astonished that he was 
speaking with a woman, but no one said, ‘What 
do you want?’ or, ‘Why are you speaking with 
her?’ 28 Then the woman left her water-jar and 
went back to the city. She said to the people, 
29 ‘Come and see a man who told me 
everything I have ever done! He cannot be the 
Messiah, can he?’ 30 They left the city and 
were on their way to him. 31 Meanwhile the 
disciples were urging him, ‘Rabbi, eat 
something.’ 32 But he said to them, ‘I have 
food to eat that you do not know about.’ 33 So 
the disciples said to one another, ‘Surely no 
one has brought him something to eat?’ 34 
Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of 
him who sent me and to complete his work. 35 
Do you not say, “Four months more, then 
comes the harvest”? But I tell you, look around 
you, and see how the fields are ripe for 
harvesting. 36 The reaper is already receiving 
wages and is gathering fruit for eternal life, so 
that sower and reaper may rejoice together. 37 
For here the saying holds true, “One sows and 
another reaps.” 38 I sent you to reap that for 
which you did not labour. Others have 
laboured, and you have entered into their 
labour.’ 39 Many Samaritans from that city 
believed in Jesus because of the woman’s 
testimony, ‘He told me everything I have ever 
done.’ 40 So when the Samaritans came to 
him, they asked him to stay with them; and he 
stayed there for two days. 41 And many more 
believed because of his word. 42 They said to 
the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what 
you said that we believe, for we have heard for 
ourselves, and we know that this is truly the 
Saviour of the world.’  

his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and 
Jesus, tired out by his journey, was sitting by 
the well. It was about noon. 7 A Samaritan 
woman came to draw water, and Jesus said to 
her, ‘Give me a drink.’ 8 (His disciples had 
gone to the city to buy food.) 9 The Samaritan 
woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, 
ask a drink of me, a woman of Samaria?’ (Jews 
do not share things in common with 
Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, ‘If you 
knew the gift of God, and who it is that is 
saying to you, “Give me a drink,” you would 
have asked him, and he would have given you 
living water.’ 11 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, 
you have no bucket, and the well is deep. 
Where do you get that living water? 12 Are 
you greater than our ancestor Jacob, who gave 
us the well, and with his sons and his flocks 
drank from it?’ 13 Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone 
who drinks of this water will be thirsty again, 
14 but those who drink of the water that I will 
give them will never be thirsty. The water that 
I will give will become in them a spring of 
water gushing up to eternal life.’ 15 The 
woman said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so 
that I may never be thirsty or have to keep 
coming here to draw water.’ 16 Jesus said to 
her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come back.’ 
17 The woman answered him, ‘I have no 
husband.’ Jesus said to her, ‘You are right in 
saying, “I have no husband”; 18 for you have 
had five husbands, and the one you have now 
is not your husband. What you have said is 
true!’ 19 The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I see 
that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors 
worshipped on this mountain, but you say that 
the place where people must worship is in 
Jerusalem.’ 21 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, 
believe me, the hour is coming when you will 
worship the Father neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem. 22 You worship what you do 
not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true 
worshippers will worship the Father in spirit 



Services Today 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate  
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate  

Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke 
Choir: A Lent Prose - verse 3 
Introit: 641 Glorious things of thee are spoken 
Psalm: 95 
Gradual: 592 As the deer pants for the water 
Offertory: 544 Morning glory, startlit sky 
Communion: Lord let me know mine end - 
Greene 
Post Communion: 480 God be with you til we 
meet 

9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
(Hymn numbers to be announced) 
Entry Hymn: Guide me o thou great Redeemer  
The ‘Gloria’ is omitted during Lent  
Gospel Acclamation: (v3) All for Jesus 
Offertory Hymn: Crown him with many crowns 
Sending out: Father, hear the prayer we offer 

11.30am Baptism - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 

Services Next Week 

Thursday 19th March 
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 22nd March 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  All Age Worship - Ross 
11.15am All Age Worship - Walford 
3.00pm  Community Event - Brampton   
   Abbotts Church 
6.00pm  Choral Evensong - Ross 

Emerging Parish Vision 

Please the update about the emerging vision which 
you will find at the back of St Mary’s church or on 
the website. Please respond with your thoughts, 
prayers and hopes to vision@rawchurch.org.uk  

This Week and Beyond 

Parish Giving Scheme Would any donors who 
give through the Parish Giving Scheme please 
note that their address is now 76 Kingsholm 
Road, Gloucester GL1 3BD and that the new 
telephone number is 0333 002 1260. Peter Rad-
denbury  

'Lent Reflections' will be held in St Mary's on 
Wednesdays during Lent at 11.15am. Further 
details from Freda on 562366 

Lent Lunches - on Wednesdays throughout Lent 
in St Mary’s Church Hall from midday until 
1.30pm. A choice of delicious homemade soup 
with bread and tea or coffee.  Whilst we don’t 
charge for the lunch we do ask that you donate 
generously. Thank you Margaret Mason 

Alpha - Are you someone who has wondered 
what Alpha is all about? Would you like to  
explore questions of faith with others?  Do you 
want to deepen or grow in  your faith? The Al-
pha course aims to do just that by offering a 
shared meal, DVD and then discussion groups. 
Over 24 million people have tried Alpha in over 
100 countries.  Alpha 3 will be starting after 
Easter on the evening of Wednesday May 6th 
and will run for 8 weeks with an Away Day on 
June 20th. If you have already completed  
Alpha , who could you now invite or encourage 
to join us? If you would like to sign up as a 
guest, a helper or an Alpha chef please let Lou 
know. Christine 

Hassocks - It has become clear over the last 
year that hardly any members of the congrega-
tion at St Mary’s wish to use the hassocks,  
either to kneel on or to put their feet on. We 
shall retain the few hassocks now in the church, 
but over the coming weeks we shall have to 
clear a large number from south porch. Many of 
these were made by members of the congrega-
tion, and we would like to ensure that the mak-
ers or their families have a chance to take them 
back. The hassocks will shortly be placed in St 
Mary’s for people to search through. Mean-
while please alert anyone who might be inter-
ested. Janet Cooper 


