
What’s in a name? Last week we included 
the Lenten message from our Archdeacon 
Derek, and despite the inclusion of ‘AD’ 
by his name I found myself credited with 
some thinking with which, although I was 
in agreement, I could not hold any claim 
to authorship. 

But it did set me thinking. I am proud of 
my Christian name given me in Baptism 
and, within our church community, I feel 
that the civilian surname (unless there are 
two of us), is sometimes a barrier 
although I recognise its need, and I do get 
irked when ‘Hello Derek’ is used by cold-
calling telephonists.  

One of the messages from the Vision Day 
was of our intent to be a truly inclusive 
church welcoming all sorts and conditions 
of people according to our belief in the 
Gospel teaching – sharing the Good 
News! Their Christian names may have 
been given in baptism, or simply 
registered as required at birth, but they 
will be known as such if we welcome 
them into our family. This may be Sunday 
by Sunday, it may be at our associated 
activities or it may be that baptisms, 
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weddings and funerals, together with 
Christmas and Remembrance, and possibly 
Easter, are the only occasions when they 
are ‘ours’. 

However, anybody coming into our midst 
will bring with them their own personality, 
their own thoughts and ideas, and often 
their own reactions to our practices in 
service liturgy, pastoral support and social 
activities. This could cause irritation and 
may lead to challenges to the established 
practice as a congregation over many 
years.  

Defending our name as St. Mary’s or St. 
Michael’s will require patience, 
understanding and discussion on both sides 
but if the people in our churches in Ross, 
Brampton Abbotts and Walford are to be a 
light to attract and a salt to flavour lives 
then ‘inclusive church’ will be more than 
just a  name. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Eternal God, 
whose Son went among the crowds 
and brought healing with his touch: 
help us to show his love, 
in your Church as we gather together, 
and by our lives as they are transformed  
into the image of Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Merciful Father, 
who gave Jesus Christ 
to be for us the bread of life, 
that those who come to him  
should never hunger: 
draw us to the Lord in faith and love, 
that we may eat and drink with him 
at his table in the kingdom, 
where he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Linda Smith, Alfred Lane, Phillip Jennings and 
John Greer 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Isaiah 58.1-12 

Thus says the Lord:  Shout out, do not hold 
back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the 
house of Jacob their sins. 2 Yet day after day 
they seek me and delight to know my ways, as 
if they were a nation that practised 
righteousness and did not forsake the 
ordinance of their God; they ask of me 
righteous judgements, they delight to draw 
near to God. 3 ‘Why do we fast, but you do not 
see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not 
notice?’ Look, you serve your own interest on 
your fast-day, and oppress all your workers. 4 
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and 
to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you 
do today will not make your voice heard on 
high. 5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to 
humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head 

like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and 
ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day 
acceptable to the LORD? 6 Is not this the fast 
that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, 
to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the 
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7 
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, and 
not to hide yourself from your own kin? 8 
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
and your healing shall spring up quickly; your 
vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the 
LORD shall be your rearguard. 9 Then you shall 
call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry 
for help, and he will say, Here I am. If you 
remove the yoke from among you, the 
pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10 
if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy 
the needs of the afflicted, then your light shall 
rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the 
noonday. 11 The LORD will guide you 
continually, and satisfy your needs in parched 
places, and make your bones strong; and you 
shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of 
water, whose waters never fail. 12 Your 
ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise 
up the foundations of many generations; you 
shall be called the repairer of the breach, the 
restorer of streets to live in. 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 2.1-12  

When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did 
not come proclaiming the mystery of God to 
you in lofty words or wisdom. 2 For I decided 
to know nothing among you except Jesus 
Christ, and him crucified. 3 And I came to you 
in weakness and in fear and in much 
trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation 
were not with plausible words of wisdom, but 
with a demonstration of the Spirit and of 
power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on 
human wisdom but on the power of God. 6 
Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, 
though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 
rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish.  
7 But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and 



abolish but to fulfil. 18 For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not 
one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law 
until all is accomplished. 19 Therefore, whoever 
breaks one of the least of these 
commandments, and teaches others to do the 
same, will be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven; but whoever does them and teaches 
them will be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven. 20 For I tell you, unless your 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of 
heaven.’  
 

NOTICES 

Emerging Parish Vision - don’t forget to read 
the update about the emerging vision which you 
will find at the back of St Mary’s church or on 
the website. Please respond with your thoughts, 
prayers and hopes to vision@rawchurch.org.uk 
 
St Michael and all Angels,  Brampton Abbotts - 
The next village service in the church will be on 
Sunday 16th February at 11.15am. 

Lent Lunches - Once again we will be serving a 
simple lunch of bread and soup on Wednesdays 
during Lent in St Mary’s church hall. I am 
looking for volunteers to make 6 pints/3 litres of 
soup, unusual flavours are welcome. Please 
contact me 01989 566612. Thank you, Margaret 
Mason 

A big thank you - to everyone for prayers, cards 
and messages. I am slowly feeling better and 
hope to be back at church soon. Love to all, 
Peggy 
 

Pastoral Care - should you or someone you care 
for require any form of pastoral care please 
contact Freda Davies on 01989 562366 email:  
fredalloyddavies@btinternet.com she will 
ensure the information reaches the  
appropriate person to deal with the issue. If 
contacting her on behalf of another person do 
please obtain their permission first.  

hidden, which God decreed before the ages 
for our glory. 8 None of the rulers of this age 
understood this; for if they had, they would 
not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it 
is written, ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear 
heard, nor the human heart conceived, what 
God has prepared for those who love him’ – 
10 these things God has revealed to us 
through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
everything, even the depths of God. 11 For 
what human being knows what is truly human 
except the human spirit that is within? So also 
no one comprehends what is truly God’s 
except the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the 
Spirit that is from God, so that we may 
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. 
13 And we speak of these things in words not 
taught by human wisdom but taught by the 
Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those 
who are spiritual.  14 Those who are 
unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s 
Spirit, for they are foolishness to them, and 
they are unable to understand them because 
they are discerned spiritually. 15 Those who 
are spiritual discern all things, and they are 
themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny.  
16 ‘For who has known the mind of the Lord 
so as to instruct him?’ But we have the mind 
of Christ. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 5.13-20 

Jesus went up the mountain and was joined by 
his disciples. Then he began to teach them: 13 
‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has 
lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored? It is no longer good for anything, but 
is thrown out and trampled under foot.14 You 
are the light of the world. A city built on a hill 
cannot be hidden. 15 No one after lighting a 
lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on 
the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 
house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, so that they may see your good 
works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
17 Do not think that I have come to abolish 
the law or the prophets; I have come not to 
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                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
Setting: Mass for St Thomas - Thorne 
Psalm: 112.1-9 
Introit: 454 Love is his word 
Gradual: 120 Forgive us when our deeds ignore 
your righteous rule of all the earth 
Offertory: 604 Brother, sister, let me serve you 
Communion: I give you a new commandment - 
Nardone 
Post Communion: 610 Christ is the world’s true 
light 
 
9.30am All Age Worship - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard &  
Christine Cattanach 
551 O worship the King 
252 Guide me o thou great Redeemer 

6.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
Canon Freda Davies 
Hymn: 652 Guide me, O thou great redeemer 
Responses: Clucas 
Psalm: 112.1-9 
Hymn: 131 O for a closer walk with God 
Canticles: Sumsion in A 
Anthem: O Lorde the maker of all thing - 
Joubert 
Hymn: 13 At even, ere the sun was set 
 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 13th February  
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 16th February 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Parish Communion - Walford 
11.15am  Church Service - Brampton  
   Abbotts Church 

On 1st March at the 8am and 9.30am  
service at St Mary’s, Mrs Tiffany Jackson our 
curate from July 2020 will be preaching. 
There will be an opportunity for the  
congregation to meet her and her family. 
 
APCM for Walford The Vestry and APCM for 
Walford Church will be held on Monday 20th 
April, 7.30 pm at Walford Church.  
St Mary’s APCM - this will be held on 22nd 
April in St Mary’s at 7.30pm.  
Please can you send your reports to Lou in 
the office by Friday 20th March.  
administrator@rawchurch.org.uk 
 
Singing for Wellbeing – Quick Sing – the next 
of these popular sessions takes place in St 
Mary’s on Wednesday 12th February at 2pm. 
There is about 45 minutes of light hearted 
and informal singing with a cup of tea after. 
These sessions are being run by Emma Row-
land on the second Wednesday of every 
month. 

The Contemplative Prayer Group will meet 
at Freda's home on Wednesday 19th  
February at 11am. The group will not meet 
during Lent see the notice about Lent  
Reflections, further details from Freda on 
562366 
 

'Lent Reflections' will be held in St Mary's 
on Wednesdays during Lent at 11.15am,  
beginning on Wednesday 4th March.  
Further details from Freda on 562366 
 

The February Draw of the 100 Club has  
taken place and the winners are: 1st Prize  
David Ravenscroft. 2nd Prize Margaret Clark. 
3rd Prize Pauline Waters. 

Job Club – one of our clients, John Hankins, is 
offering ‘An evening of poetry – a mental 
health experience’ on Tuesday February 18th 
at 7pm in St Mary’s Church Hall. No charge 
but donations welcome. If you hope to be 
present please let Lou (Office), or Derek 
know – derek@derekglover.co.uk. 
 


