
To be a church who welcomes people of all 
generations and backgrounds as our emerging 
vision suggests, we may be required to think 
differently. This may be the vision for St Mary’s 
but is true for our whole benefice. The thought 
of thinking differently may not come easily to 
us but if we are to ensure the future of our 
church for generations to come, this may be 
necessary.  
 
One of the ways we have explored this is in our 
recent AA services which are coming to the 
conclusion of a three part series we have 
dubbed the ‘3Rs’, Revelation, Repentance and 
the next one will be Renewal. Revelation refers 
to when God reveals things to us. Through 
prayer, scripture, worship, the Holy Spirit, 
nature, the list goes on. If we are attuned to 
his still small voice, God is able to show us new 
things or areas in which we may need to grow. 
Repentance is the process by which we can 
change our minds, or turn and think differently 
to allow these times of growth and 
development to happen. By this process we 
are then enabled to do things differently which 
is our third R, Renewal.  
 
The resultant growth creates fruit that is 
evident, and in terms of vision we hope to see 
some of that fruit in relation to the themes of 
faith, hope and love that are becoming clearer.  
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As your Intergenerational Missioner I am here to 
come alongside you as a church and facilitate 
changes that create a church of all generations. 
It is not necessarily an easy task nor process but 
hopefully there is much joy along the way as we 
experience the growing pains together and 
rejoice in the new things, the fruit that is 
emerging. There is certainly a part we all can 
play, which maybe were we need to think 
differently. An IM colleague recently said that in 
the six parishes were we are placed, there is 
much emphasis on the role of the 
Intergenerational Missioner rather than the 
Intergenerational Mission. It is this shift in our 
thinking that is needed for us to own the mission 
ourselves.  
 
Today we read Matthew 6 which encourages us 
not to worry about the future but ‘first strive for 
the Kingdom of God’. The Vision Day 
demonstrated we have a lot to say, we now need 
to continue to listen to God and let him inspire 
us to grow into the people he wants us to be so 
that our vision can galvanise us and help us all 
pull in the same direction to both reflect and 
glorify God.  
 
 
Christine  
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We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Almighty God, 
give us reverence for all creation 
and respect for every person, 
that we may mirror your likeness 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God our creator,  
by your gift 
the tree of life was set at the heart of the 
earthly paradise, 
and the bread of life  
at the heart of your Church: 
may we who have been nourished  
at your table on earth 
be transformed by the glory  
of the Saviour’s cross 
and enjoy the delights of eternity; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Mary Hope 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Linda Smith  
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Genesis 1.1 -2.3 

In the beginning when God created the 
heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face 
of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, 
‘Let there be light’; and there was light. 4 
And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness. 5 
God called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 6 And God 
said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of 
the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.’ 7 So God made the dome 
and separated the waters that were under 
the dome from the waters that were above 
the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the 

dome Sky. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the second day.9 And God 
said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be 
gathered together into one place, and let 
the dry land appear.’ And it was so. 10 God 
called the dry land Earth, and the waters 
that were gathered together he called Seas. 
And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God 
said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: 
plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every 
kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in 
it.’ And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every 
kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit 
with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 
good. 13 And there was evening and there 
was morning, the third day. 14 And God 
said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the 
sky to separate the day from the night; and 
let them be for signs and for seasons and for 
days and years, 15 and let them be lights in 
the dome of the sky to give light upon the 
earth.’ And it was so. 16 God made the two 
great lights – the greater light to rule the day 
and the lesser light to rule the night – and 
the stars. 17 God set them in the dome of 
the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to 
rule over the day and over the night, and to 
separate the light from the darkness. And 
God saw that it was good. 19 And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fourth 
day. 20 And God said, ‘Let the waters bring 
forth swarms of living creatures, and let 
birds fly above the earth across the dome of 
the sky.’ 21 So God created the great sea 
monsters and every living creature that 
moves, of every kind, with which the waters 
swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. 
And God saw that it was good. 22 God 
blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and 
multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and 
let birds multiply on the earth.’ 23 And there 
was evening and there was morning, the 
fifth day. 24 And God said, ‘Let the earth 
bring forth living creatures of every kind: 
cattle and creeping things and wild animals 
of the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. 25 



its own will but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, 21 in hope that the creation 
itself will be set free from its bondage to 
decay and will obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. 22 We know that 
the whole creation has been groaning in 
labour pains until now; 23 and not only the 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we 
wait for adoption, the redemption of our 
bodies. 24 For in hope we were saved. Now 
hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes 
for what is seen? 25 But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  

Gospel Reading Matthew 6.25-34 

Jesus taught his disciples, saying: 25 
‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your 
life, what you will eat or what you will drink, 
or about your body, what you will wear. Is 
not life more than food, and the body more 
than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; 
they neither sow nor reap nor gather into 
barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 
them. Are you not of more value than they? 
27 And can any of you by worrying add a 
single hour to your span of life? 28 And why 
do you worry about clothing? Consider the 
lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither 
toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon 
in all his glory was not clothed like one of 
these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of 
the field, which is alive today and tomorrow 
is thrown into the oven, will he not much 
more clothe you— you of little faith? 31 
Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will 
we eat?” or “What will we drink?” or “What 
will we wear?” 32 For it is the Gentiles who 
strive for all these things; and indeed your 
heavenly Father knows that you need all 
these things. 33 But strive first for the 
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to you as well. 34 
So do not worry about tomorrow, for 
tomorrow will bring worries of its own. 
Today’s trouble is enough for today.’  

God made the wild animals of the earth of 
every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and 
everything that creeps upon the ground of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind 
in our image, according to our likeness; and 
let them have dominion over the fish of the 
sea, and over the birds of the air, and over 
the cattle, and over all the wild animals of 
the earth, and over every creeping thing 
that creeps upon the earth.’ 27 So God 
created humankind in his image, in the 
image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them. 28 God blessed 
them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and 
multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; 
and have dominion over the fish of the sea 
and over the birds of the air and over every 
living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 29 
God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant 
yielding seed that is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; 
you shall have them for food. 30 And to 
every beast of the earth, and to every bird 
of the air, and to everything that creeps on 
the earth, everything that has the breath of 
life, I have given every green plant for 
food.’ And it was so. 31 God saw everything 
that he had made, and indeed, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. Thus the heavens 
and the earth were finished, and all their 
multitude. 2 And on the seventh day God 
finished the work that he had done, and he 
rested on the seventh day from all the work 
that he had done. 3 So God blessed the 
seventh day and hallowed it, because on it 
God rested from all the work that he had 
done in creation.  

Second Reading Romans 8.18-25  

18 I consider that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worth comparing with 
the glory about to be revealed to us. 19 For 
the creation waits with eager longing for 
the revealing of the children of God; 20 for 
the creation was subjected to futility, not of 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple and Dr Derek Glover 
Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke 
Introit: 538 Gracious God in adoration 
Psalm: 136.1-9, 23-27 
Gradual: 810 Thou whose almighty word 
Offertory: 635 For the healing of the nations 
Communion: The heavens are telling - Haydn 
Post Communion: 568 take up the song 

 
9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard  
Entry: 392 Let us with a gladsome mind 
Gospel: 590 v.1 Seek ye first the Kingdom  
of God 
Offertory: 720 We pray thee Heavenly Father  
Sending out: 19 All my hope on God is founded 

 
11.15am Church Service - Brampton Abbotts 
Church 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 20th February  
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 23rd February 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  All Age Worship - Ross 
11.15am All Age Communion - Walford 
6.00pm  Choral Evensong - Ross 

NOTICES 

The Contemplative Prayer Group will meet 
at Freda's home on Wednesday 19th  
February at 11am. The group will not meet 
during Lent see the notice about Lent  
Reflections, further details from Freda on 
562366 

 

'Lent Reflections' will be held in St Mary's 
on Wednesdays during Lent at 11.15am,  
beginning on Wednesday 4th March.  
Further details from Freda on 562366 
 

Job Club – one of our clients, John Hankins, 
is offering ‘An evening of poetry – a mental 
health experience’ on Tuesday February 
18th at 7pm in St Mary’s Church Hall. No 
charge but donations welcome.  
 

Lent Lunches - will be available on Wednes-
days throughout  Lent in St Mary’s Church 
Hall from midday until 1.30pm. There will be 
a choice of delicious homemade soup with 
bread and tea or coffee. The idea of a Lent 
Lunch, or as they are sometimes known a 
Hunger Lunch, is that the money we would 
normally spend on lunch is given away to 
those in need. It is a part of our  
observance of Lent and whilst we don’t 
charge for the lunch we do ask that you 
donate generously. Thank you. Margaret 
Mason 
 

Pastoral Care - should you or someone you 
care for require any form of pastoral care 
please contact Freda Davies on 01989 
562366 email:  
fredalloyddavies@btinternet.com she will 
ensure the information reaches the appro-
priate person to deal with the issue. If con-
tacting her on behalf of another person do 
please obtain their permission first.  
 

Thank you - Over the past two months I 
have been extremely grateful for the pray-
ers, thoughts, cards and phone calls which 
have helped me through some difficult 
health problems. I look forward to returning 
to church soon. Jean Harrison 

Emerging Parish Vision - don’t forget to read 
the update about the emerging vision which 
you will find at the back of St Mary’s church or 
on the website. Please respond with your 
thoughts, prayers and hopes to  
vision@rawchurch.org.uk 

mailto:fredalloyddavies@btinternet.com

