“Setting our spiritual compasses together”
Be part of this season of praying, thinking, and talking together,

listening for what we hear God calling us to be and to do
as St Mary’s Church in Ross-on-Wye today...
For centuries Christians in Ross on Wye—and across the world—have passed
on the love of God and faith in Jesus Christ from one generation to another.
They’ve done that with courage and imagination, responding in different ways
to the challenges and opportunities of the times they’ve lived in.
Now it’s our turn.

Jesus has given us a huge vision as Christians, teaching us to pray with one
heart and one mind for the coming of God’s kingdom “on earth as in heaven”.
We all have a part to play in that—each Christian, and each church in Ross on
Wye. The question is how we do that in our generation, with the particular
challenges and opportunities of the 2020s impacting the lives of young and
old alike?
So in the run up to Easter this year we’ve begun a process of listening to God
and to each other to listen for what we hear God calling us to be and to do.
St Mary’s is the only Church of England church in Ross on Wye. So what is God
specially asking of us today?
You are the only person with your special gifts and talents. What is God
specially asking of you today?

Emerging vision…
Here’s what we started to hear on the St Mary’s Vision Day on 25 January. Over 40 people were able to
spend the day together to listen to God and to one another, praying, imagining, picturing, sharing.
As you read on, what resonates for you? What prayers, thoughts, pictures, hopes, dreams, are coming to
you? We hope that you will be a part of the process of a vision emerging, and coming to life.

Who matters to God?
Who

We explored three of our traditional Epiphany season readings—asking what
does this tell us about who matters to God?
We were reminded of the extraordinary scope of God’s care and the
extraordinary scope of who God longs to be his people.

Here are some of the people we thought of. Who would you add?
All of us; all ages and backgrounds, visitor, newcomer, working, housebound, unemployed, retired, parenting,
caring, single, married, in partnerships, widowed, all nationalities, marginalised, lonely, hurting, rich, poor...
People who are searching, doubting, wondering, no faith, exploring faith, growing in faith...
We summed all that up as:

“God cares about people of all ages and backgrounds
And we do too!”

We heard God longing—and we long too—for St Mary’s
to be made up of people of all ages and backgrounds…

A church “where all ages and backgrounds can find a welcome and a home”

“What sort of church do we hear God calling St Mary’s to be? “
We heard some common themes emerging:

Faith

“A church where all can hear the good news”
“A church where there are a range of ways to explore faith”
“A church that goes out and doesn’t wait for people to come to us”
We saw that it’s our turn to pass on the faith—just as others have passed it on to us;
inspiring people of all ages and backgrounds to explore faith and grow in faith.
We also realized that we need help to grow in confidence in sharing our faith.

“A church which cares about, and brings together, people of all sorts and needs being supported, and supporting each other”
“A church that is good news to the suffering, disadvantaged”

Hope

We heard that our practical care for people in need of all ages and backgrounds
matters—bringing and inspiring hope at tough times.

Love

“A church of healing love and loving courage” - “in the messy reality of life”
A church where God’s light is shining at the heart of its life – and in our daily lives”
At the heart of the day was the light of God’s love, for each one of us, and for
people of all ages and backgrounds.
Imagine St Mary’s shining with God’s love when we are together—and wherever we
are in daily life, making a difference in schools, homes, at work, in our community,
wider society. Inspiring love in a divided world is more important than ever!

Sean writes: I am beginning to hear a positive vision emerging.
Here are some of the ingredients I am hearing:
… A vision of a warmly welcoming and inclusive community which values everyone and
values excellence, welcoming of those we know and those we don’t, at every stage of their
lives…
I am hearing that we feel that God is calling us… to learn how to share our faith...
…To be a church that celebrates… and celebrates a “mixed economy” of worship – traditional
and non-traditional. A church that is open to the transformation that has begun here.
A church that supports one another, shares faith with one another, and outwardly...
A church ‘passing on the light’, inspiring this generation...
A church enabled by God – not in our own strength, but with the confidence that God will supply what we need...
Please keep praying, listening, sharing, asking God to fill us with faith, hope and love as we “set our compasses
together” to pass on the light of Christ in this generation. Sean

What happens next?
Over the coming weeks in the run up to Easter:
 We will celebrate the life of St Mary’s church now—seeing the many ways in which God is at

work in and through and around us now
 We will continue to pray, listen, explore, flesh out, the emerging vision together
 We will start to explore how—ways in which this vision can become practical reality. What can we build on? What

needs to change or adapt? What new opportunities and approaches can we take?
Join the conversations that will be taking place at St Mary’s over the coming weeks and send in your prayers and
thoughts, ideas and dreams to vision@rawchurch.org.uk

