
It’s tradition at this time of year to wish each 
other a very Happy New Year. So let me begin by 
doing so. I trust that 2020 will be a good one. As 
you may know 2020 has another meaning as it is 
regularly used for perfect eyesight. Clear vision 
and happiness are two wonderful qualities and 
when you have them together a great gift. 
 
What about happiness; what is it that we are 
wishing for each other when we say these words? 
For some it may be simply a greeting. For others, a 
genuine wish that those we greet really will enjoy 
a good and trouble free year. Eleanor Roosevelt 
famously said “Happiness is not a goal...it's a by-
product of a life well lived.” As we enter this New 
Year what might lives well that look like? 
 
Christmas is past, the latest must have present 
truly unwrapped, the parties over: what’s next? 
For many January can prove a difficult month. The 
days remain dark and the winter weather set in. 
Someone worked out that the 21st January, 
labelled Blue Monday is the all time low. It is the 
day the credit card bill arrives. The transient 
happiness of the festive season can disappear. 
More lasting happiness requires travelling well, a 
kind of 2020 vision. May I suggest three things. 
 
Hope and hopefulness can make a big difference. 
As a diocese we are looking forward to the arrival 
of our new Bishop, Richard Jackson. We are 
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certainly hopeful and trust he is too. We have a 
new government and although it is early days 
there is space for hope. Our world is full of 
challenges and not least the environmental crisis. 
As a diocese we have become a eco diocese. It is a 
hopeful choice. 
 
Contentment is surely another ingredient. A few 
years ago, we lived close to the sea. On the 
28th December each year we developed a custom 
of going to the beach all wrapped up, buying fish 
and chips and sitting out and eating them as a 
family. It came to be one of the best things. 
Simple? Yes. Happiness was in being together and 
enjoying the moment. 
 
Thankfulness is the third quality that comes to 
mind. Oprah Winfrey said: “Be thankful for what 
you have; you'll end up having more. If you 
concentrate on what you don't have, you will 
never ever have enough. “There is a spiritual 
discipline in this kind of happiness by recognising 
that life itself is a gift from God. Learning, as St 
Paul wrote, the secret of being content in any and 
every situation and giving thanks. It is a process. It 
promises a happiness rooted in hope, 
contentment, thankfulness and ultimately in God 
himself. 
 
+Alistair 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Creator of the heavens, 
who led the Magi by a star 
to worship the Christ-child: 
guide and sustain us, 
that we may find our journey’s end 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord God, 
the bright splendour whom the  
nations seek: 
may we who with the wise men have 
been drawn by your light 
discern the glory of your presence  
in your Son, 
the Word made flesh,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Elizabeth Boynton 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Isaiah 60.1-6 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and 
the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
2 For darkness shall cover the earth, and 
thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD 
will arise upon you, and his glory will 
appear over you. 3 Nations shall come to 
your light, and kings to the brightness of 
your dawn. 4 Lift up your eyes and look 
around; they all gather together, they 
come to you; your sons shall come from 
far away, and your daughters shall be 
carried on their nurses’ arms. 5 Then you 
shall see and be radiant; your heart shall 
thrill and rejoice, because the abundance 
of the sea shall be brought to you, the 
wealth of the nations shall come to you. 6 
A multitude of camels shall cover you, 
the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 

all those from Sheba shall come. They shall 
bring gold and frankincense, and shall 
proclaim the praise of the LORD.  

Second Reading Ephesians 3.1-12 

I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for 
the sake of you Gentiles – 2 for surely you 
have already heard of the commission of 
God’s grace that was given me for you, 3 
and how the mystery was made known to 
me by revelation, as I wrote above in a few 
words, 4 a reading of which will enable you 
to perceive my understanding of the 
mystery of Christ. 5 In former generations 
this mystery was not made known to 
humankind, as it has now been revealed to 
his holy apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit: 6 that is, the Gentiles have become 
fellow-heirs, members of the same body, 
and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel. 7 Of this gospel I have 
become a servant according to the gift of 
God’s grace that was given me by the 
working of his power. 8 Although I am the 
very least of all the saints, this grace was 
given to me to bring to the Gentiles the 
news of the boundless riches of Christ, 9 
and to make everyone see what is the plan 
of the mystery hidden for ages in God who 
created all things; 10 so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich 
variety might now be made known to the 
rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places. 11 This was in accordance with the 
eternal purpose that he has carried out in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, 12 in whom we have 
access to God in boldness and confidence 
through faith in him.  

 

 

 

 

 



NOTICES 
 
Parish Vision Day - 25th January 9.30am-
3.30pm at St Mary’s. Open to all who are 
interested in discerning what God is calling 
St Mary’s to in 2020 and beyond. 

Treasurer at St Mary’s - In April 2020, at 
our Annual Parochial Church meeting, we 
will need to appoint a new  treasurer for St 
Mary’s. Please could we begin praying for 
such a person, and thinking who might 
have the needed skills.  

St Mary’s tables and chairs - To minimise 
the problems caused by having to move 
church furniture about at the last minute, 
we are asking everyone who moves chairs 
or tables to return them to their default 
setting before they leave the church. The 
default settings are: 
North aisle: 5 rows (approx. 60 chairs), 
angled towards the nave altar 
Main nave: 7 rows (approx. 100 chairs), 
angled towards the nave altar 
South aisle: 2 tables, each with 4 chairs 
Rear of nave: 4 tables, each with 4 chairs. 
Thank you in advance for your  
co-operation. Janet Cooper 

Play Chess - We are fortunate to have 
Andrew Norledge as a leading light in the 
Tuesday morning Job Club and Community 
Café at St Mary’s church hall. He is a 
qualified chess trainer who is normally 
working in schools but would be happy to 
welcome any potential player, whether 
beginner or experienced, to come along 
between 10.00am and mid-day on any 
Tuesday for a game or chess chat, with tea 
and toast on the side. Contact Derek 
565167 for further details. 

Gospel Reading Matthew 2.1-12 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was 
born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men 
from the East came to Jerusalem, asking, 
2 ‘Where is the child who has been born 
king of the Jews? For we observed his star 
at its rising, and have come to pay him 
homage.’ 3 When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with 
him; 4 and calling together all the chief 
priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Messiah was 
to be born. 5 They told him, ‘In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 6 “And you, 
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler who is to 
shepherd my people Israel.”’ 7 Then 
Herod secretly called for the wise men 
and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8 Then he 
sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and 
search diligently for the child; and when 
you have found him, bring me word so 
that I may also go and pay him homage.’  
9 When they had heard the king, they set 
out; and there, ahead of them, went the 
star that they had seen at its rising, until it 
stopped over the place where the child 
was. 10 When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with 
joy. 11 On entering the house, they saw 
the child with Mary his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure-chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh. 12 And having been warned in 
a dream not to return to Herod, they left 
for their own country by another road.  

 

 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate &  
The Rev’d Sean Semple 

Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone 
Introit: 96 Brightest and best 
Psalm: 72.10-15 
Gradual: 95 Bethlehem what greater city 
Offertory: 94 As with gladness men of old 
Communion: When Jesus our Lord - 
Mendelssohn 
Post Com: 86 The first Nowell 

 

9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 

Entry hymn: 49 As with gladness men of 
old  
Gospel Acc: 933 Laudate dominum 
Offertory: 552 O worship the Lord  
Communion: 724 We three kings 

 

11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts 
School 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 9th January  
10am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 12th January 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  All Age Worship and Baptism -  
   Walford 
6.00pm  Choral Evensong - Ross 
 

Contemplative Prayer Group - meet on 
Wednesday 15th January at Freda's 
home. For further details please  
contact Freda on 562366 

Bible Society - are holding a coffee 
morning at St Peter's, Hereford on  
Saturday 25th January. Spare Christmas 
presents and other donations would be 
welcomed for their Bring & Buy stall. 
Please contact Janet Nelson 07887 
997932 if you can help in this way. 


