
20/20 Vision 
Nowadays when someone's eyesight is very 
good it is referred to as 2020 Vision. Having 
good vision in this sense is purely a statement 
of eyesight quality. It actually refers to the 
ability to see a line of text at the bottom of a 
card at 20 feet distance and is based on many 
factors including connectivity to our brain  
 
We may have a clear vision, sometimes called 
visual acuity, but what we see may be clouded 
by other things outside our control, like self 
obsession, oppressive thoughts and worries. 
Vision also refers to seeing with the inner eye 
of the heart, a 2020 vision which opens our 
eyes to God from within. 
 
Jesus is recorded in St. Lukes Gospel saying: 
‘Your eye is the lamp of your body. If your eye 
is healthy, your whole body is full of light’. 
This is clearly referring to a healthy inner sight 
which illuminates our whole being. As he calls 
people to repentance by the lakeside in 
today’s gospel reading he is asking them to 
look beyond the glittering brightness of the 
scene and to turn and see God’s Kingdom all 
around them, unencumbered by their own 
thoughts and concerns. 
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Isaiah had a clear vision of that future time 
because his prophetic eye was already open 
to God.  
Jesus repeats Isaiah’s vision as he quotes:  
“the people who sat in darkness have seen 
a great light, and for those who sat in the 
region and shadow of death light has 
dawned” . 
 
Following our Parish Vision Day at St. 
Mary’s there will be many ideas and 
possible projects which may come to light 
as we seek to enter the process of 
discernment from God. As these are 
brought to fruition the guide will always be 
that ‘eye of the heart enlightened’ as St. 
Paul calls it. At its core is the healing 
presence of Jesus and the great compassion 
he felt for all people. 
Our Vision Day for the beginning of 2020 
will surely be a 2020 Vision as we allow our 
eyes to be fully opened to God’s presence 
and action. 
 
Chris 
 

 

26th January 2020 
 

Third Sunday of Epiphany 
 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
God of all mercy, 
your Son proclaimed good news to the 
poor, 
release to the captives, 
and freedom to the oppressed: 
anoint us with your Holy Spirit 
and set all your people free 
to praise you in Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Almighty Father, 
whose Son our Saviour Jesus Christ is the 
light of the world: 
may your people, 
illumined by your word and sacraments, 
shine with the radiance of his glory, 
that he may be known, worshipped, and 
obeyed 
to the ends of the earth; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Jean Harrison, Peggy Luker and John Greer   

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Keith Shawcross 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Isaiah 9.1-4 

But there will be no gloom for those who 
were in anguish. In the former time he 
brought into contempt the land of Zebulun 
and the land of Naphtali, but in the latter 
time he will make glorious the way of the 
sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of 
the nations. 2 The people who walked in 
darkness have seen a great light; those 
who lived in a land of deep darkness –  on 
them light has shined. 3 You have 
multiplied the nation, you have increased 
its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy 
at the harvest, as people exult when 
dividing plunder. 4 For the yoke of their 

burden, and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, you have 
broken as on the day of Midian. 

Second Reading I Corinthians 1.10-18  

10 I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all 
of you be in agreement and that there be 
no divisions among you, but that you be 
united in the same mind and the same 
purpose. 11 For it has been reported to me 
by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels 
among you, my brothers and sisters. 12 
What I mean is that each of you says, ‘I 
belong to Paul,’ or ‘I belong to Apollos,’ or 
‘I belong to Cephas,’ or ‘I belong to Christ.’ 
13 Has Christ been divided? Was Paul 
crucified for you? Or were you baptized in 
the name of Paul? 14 I thank God that I 
baptized none of you except Crispus and 
Gaius, 15 so that no one can say that you 
were baptized in my name. 16 I did baptize 
also the household of Stephanas; beyond 
that, I do not know whether I baptized 
anyone else. 17 For Christ did not send me 
to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and 
not with eloquent wisdom, so that the 
cross of Christ might not be emptied of its 
power. 18 For the message about the cross 
is foolishness to those who are perishing, 
but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God.  
Gospel Reading Matthew 4.12-23 

12 When Jesus heard that John had been 
arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13 He left 
Nazareth and made his home in 
Capernaum by the lake, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, 14 so that what had 
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: 15 ‘Land of Zebulun, 
land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, 
across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles –  
16 the people who sat in darkness have 
seen a great light, and for those who sat in 



Book Launch - Claud Fullwood is one of our 
lovely Toast Mum’s and she has written a 
book called The Rations Challenge. The 
book reflects on her experience of living off 
WW2 rations for lent and reflects on what 
the 1940s diet can teach us about food, 
waste and community. She will be having a 
free family friend book launch on Saturday 
February 1st at 3.30 at St Mary’s and would 
like to use it to raise funds for St Mary’s and 
the Community Larder. You can sign up via 
our website:https://www.eventbrite.com/
e/the-rations-challenge-author-event-
tickets-89998037553 
 
St Mary’s Coffee Rota Plea - Viv and I are 
just about to prepare the new coffee rota 
and we wonder if we can persuade any of 
our Sunday congregation to go on the rota. 
It only means doing it twice a year! Please 
contact Penny on 563084 or Viv on 684674.  
 
Job Club – one of our clients, John Hankins, 
is offering ‘An evening of poetry – a mental 
health experience’ on Tuesday February 
18th at 7pm in St Mary’s Church Hall. No 
charge but donations welcome. If you hope 
to be present please let Lou (Office), or 
Derek know – derek@derekglover.co.uk. 

Modern Day Slavery - Could this be 
happening in Ross? Find out at a meeting 
hosted by the Mother’s Union on 
Wednesday 5th February in St Mary’s 
Church Hall. The speaker will be Chrissie 
Pepler who is the Diocesan worker in this 
field. Margaret Willis 

 

the region and shadow of death light has 
dawned.’ 17 From that time Jesus began to 
proclaim, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.’  18 As he walked 
by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, 
Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the lake – for 
they were fishermen. 19 And he said to 
them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fish 
for people.’ 20 Immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. 21 As he went from 
there, he saw two other brothers, James 
son of Zebedee and his brother John, in 
the boat with their father Zebedee, 
mending their nets, and he called them. 22 
Immediately they left the boat and their 
father, and followed him. 23 Jesus went 
throughout Galilee, teaching in their 
synagogues and proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom and curing every 
disease and every sickness among the 
people. 

 

NOTICES 

Treasurer at St Mary’s - In three month's 
time, St Mary’s will no longer have a 
treasurer. We have prepared a description 
of the role which is available at the back of 
the Church. 

On Ash Wednesday we will use ash that 
has been produced from the burning of 
last year’s Palm crosses. If you have a 
cross, please could we ask that you bring it 
to church or to the benefice office in the 
next few weeks. Ash Wednesday is the 26th 
February.  
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                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple & Christine 
Cattanach 
 
See separate order of service 
 
11.15am All Age Worship - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard  
 
Hymns to be announced 
 

11.30am Baptism - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 

6.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
Dr Derek Glover 

Hymn: 595 Be thou my vision 
Responses: Smith 
Psalm: 27.1,4-8 
Hymn: 52 The people that in darkness sat 
Canticles: Batten 4th Evening Service 
Anthem: No small wonder - Edwards 
Hymn: 100 How brightly beams the 
morning 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 30th January  
10am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 2nd February 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Parish Communion - Walford 
11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts 
   School 
 

Improving our Pastoral Care - The  
ministry team is considering ways in 
which we might become more efficient 
pastorally. One issue we have identified 
is that we are not always told if some-
one is ill, in hospital, becoming increas-
ingly housebound, requiring prayer 
support or just needing someone to 
talk to. We need to improve our  
communication channels, so to try to  
address this Canon Freda Davies has 
agreed to coordinate this for us. So if 
you or someone you care for is  
requiring any form of pastoral care 
please contact Freda on 01989 562366 
email: 
 fredalloyddavies@btinternet.com then 
she will ensure the information reaches 
the appropriate person to deal with the 
issue. If contacting her on behalf of 
another person do please obtain their 
permission first. 

On 1st March at the 8am and 9.30am 
service at St Mary’s, Mrs Tiffany  
Jackson our curate from July 2020 will 
be preaching. There will be an  
opportunity for the congregation to 
meet her and her family 

 

 

We welcome Theo Price-Hayward who 
has been baptised at St Mary’s today 
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