
Dear friends , I would like to share with you my 
recent Rector’s Report to St Mary’s PCC. Many 
blessings, Sean 

Any report reflecting on ministry between 
November and January is clearly going to focus 
on Christmas and I believe it would be fair to 
say that St Mary’s enjoyed a very good 
Christmas by any measure.  

The biennial Christmas Tree Festival attracted 
around 85 trees representing a wide swathe of 
Ross business and community life, and the 
Festival in turn drew many people from the 
town and beyond, across the church threshold 
to marvel at the Christmas wonderland within. 
The Festival presents the Church well, promotes 
community spirit, and is thus a most worthwhile 
undertaking.  My thanks to all involved for their 
hard work and dedication to the Festival.  

In mid-December St Mary’s hosted Oak House 
Nursery School, Brampton Abbotts Primary 
School and John Kyrle High School for their 
Carol Services. It was a privilege and joy to 
welcome these schools and I was impressed by 
the high quality of these carol services and 
particularly by their Christian content.  

There is an unpredictability in terms of 
Christmas service attendance that often has 
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more to do with the day that Christmas falls on, 
and plans that families make for Christmas, 
rather than a reflection of the attractiveness of 
the services. Having noted that, our Christmas 
services were well attended with over 300 
people attending the Carol and Crib services; 
150 attending Midnight Mass; and just shy of 
90 people attending the Christmas Day 
Eucharist. My thanks and complements to all 
who played a part in producing services of 
beautiful worship and deep reflection.  

Since the middle of November, the Ministry 
Team have conducted 13 funerals. We have 
been very mindful of how many people faced a 
very “blue” Christmas due to bereavement, but 
it also made for a demanding December for the 
Team. Their dedication and care is outstanding.  

The Regeneration Project at St Michael and All 
Angels, Brampton Abbotts required a great deal 
of time and energy during November, but this 
paid off in constructive engagement with the 
Regeneration Group and the Diocese.  

At the end of November Bishop Alistair invited 
Mrs Tiffany Jackson to serve her curacy in the 
Ross Benefice. Tiffany and her family will move  
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to Ross in June 2020, and on the 5th July 
2020, she will be ordained Deacon at the 
Cathedral and begin her ministry with us.   

In December, Archdeacon Derek Chedzey, 
asked me to become Acting Rural Dean from 
the 1st January 2020 to 1st April 2020 while 
the Rural Dean, the Rev’d Mark Johnson, is 
on sabbatical. I am tasked primarily with 
developing a Deanery strategy.   

My focus this month is to help facilitate the 
Parish Vision Day. For some this concept 
may be unusual but it is fundamentally an 
opportunity for the parishioners of St Mary’s 
to pray and discern together what God is 
calling us to do, and be, in Ross in 2020 and 
beyond. I believe it is vital that our vision is 
inspired by God rather than any individual or 
group’s agenda, and that this vision is born 
out of a gathering of God’s people so that 
we can fully own it. I would like to suggest 
that it will a “spiritual reboot” for the parish, 
and part of our renewal of faith, ministry 
and mission.   

TODAY’S COLLECT 
Eternal Lord, 
our beginning and our end: 
bring us with the whole creation 
to your glory, hidden through past ages 
and made known 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of glory, 
you nourish us with your Word 
who is the bread of life: 
fill us with your Holy Spirit 
that through us the light of your glory 
may shine in all the world. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ  
our Lord. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Jean Harrison, Peggy Luker, John Greer & 
Chris Blanchard 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Peter Crocker , Norton Jarrett and  
Keith Shawcross 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Isaiah 49.1-7 

Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, 
you peoples from far away! The LORD called 
me before I was born, while I was in my 
mother’s womb he named me. 2 He made 
my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow 
of his hand he hid me; he made me a 
polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me 
away. 3 And he said to me, ‘You are my 
servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.’ 4 
But I said, ‘I have laboured in vain, I have 
spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 
yet surely my cause is with the LORD, and 
my reward with my God.’ 5 And now the 
LORD says, who formed me in the womb to 
be his servant, to bring Jacob back to him, 
and that Israel might be gathered to him, 
for I am honoured in the sight of the LORD, 
and my God has become my strength –  6 
he says, ‘It is too light a thing that you 
should be my servant to raise up the tribes 
of Jacob and to restore the survivors of 
Israel; I will give you as a light to the 
nations, that my salvation may reach to the 
end of the earth.’ 7 Thus says the LORD, the 
Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one 
deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 
the slave of rulers, ‘Kings shall see and stand 
up, princes, and they shall prostrate 
themselves, because of the LORD, who is 
faithful, the Holy One of Israel, who has 
chosen you.’  

Second Reading I Corinthians 1.1-9  

From Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ 
Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 
Sosthenes, 2 To the church of God that is in 
Corinth, to those who are sanctified in 
Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together 
with all those who in every place call on the 



them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw 
where he was staying, and they remained 
with him that day. It was about four o'clock 
in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who 
heard John speak and followed him was 
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first 
found his brother Simon and said to him, 
‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is 
translated Anointed). 42 He brought Simon 
to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You 
are Simon son of John. You are to be called 
Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).  

NOTICES 
 

Our Parish Vision Day is only one week 
away on 25th January 9.30am-3.30pm at St 
Mary’s. You are invited to be part of a day of 
thinking, praying and talking together to 
listen to what God is calling St Mary’s to be 
and to do in 2020 and beyond. Please could 
you RSVP to Lou on 01989 562175 or book at 
www.rawchurch.org.uk. Sean 

Treasurer at St Mary’s - In three month's 
time, St Mary’s will no longer have a 
treasurer, and we therefore need to urgently 
find someone or a team of people  who can 
take on this important responsibility. A 
description of the role will soon be 
published. If you would more information 
please speak to Peter Raddenbury.   

Book Launch - Claud Fullwood is one of our 
lovely Toast Mum’s and she has written a 
book called The Rations Challenge. The book 
reflects on her experience of living off WW2 
rations for lent and reflects on what the 
1940s diet can teach us about food, waste 
and community. She will be having a free 
family friend book launch on Saturday 
February 1st at 3.30 at St Mary’s and would 
like to use it to raise funds for St Mary’s and 
the Community Larder. You can sign up via 
our website 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-rations-
challenge-author-event-tickets-89998037553 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their 
Lord and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace 
from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 4 I give thanks to my God always for 
you because of the grace of God that has 
been given you in Christ Jesus, 5 for in 
every way you have been enriched in him, 
in speech and knowledge of every kind – 6 
just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you – 7 so that you 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 
wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 8 He will also strengthen you to the 
end, so that you may be blameless on the 
day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is 
faithful; by him you were called into the 
fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Gospel Reading John 1.29-42 

29 John the Baptist saw Jesus coming 
towards him and declared, ‘Here is the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world! 30 This is he of whom I said, “After 
me comes a man who ranks ahead of me 
because he was before me.” 31 I myself did 
not know him; but I came baptizing with 
water for this reason, that he might be 
revealed to Israel.’ 32 And John testified, ‘I 
saw the Spirit descending from heaven like 
a dove, and it remained on him. 33 I myself 
did not know him, but the one who sent me 
to baptize with water said to me, “He on 
whom you see the Spirit descend and 
remain is the one who baptizes with the 
Holy Spirit.” 34 And I myself have seen and 
have testified that this is the Son of God.’ 
35 The next day John again was standing 
with two of his disciples, 36 and as he 
watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, 
‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ 37 The two 
disciples heard him say this, and they 
followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and 
saw them following, he said to them, ‘What 
are you looking for?’ They said to him, 
‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), 
‘where are you staying?’ 39 He said to 
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                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple & Canon  
Freda Davies  
Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke 
Introit: 227 Crown him with many crowns 
Psalm: 40.1-13    
Gradual: 108 When Jesus came to Jordan 
Intercessions: 840 Lord Jesus Christ, your 
light shines within us 
Offertory: 645 God is our strength and 
refuge 
Communion: The Lamb - Tavener 
Post Com: 362 Come let us join our 
cheerful songs 
 
9.30am Parish Communion  - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard  
 
Hymns: To be announced 
 
11.15am Village Service - Brampton 
Abbotts Church 
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe & 
Christine Cattanach 

11.30am Baptism - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 23rd January  
10am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 26th January 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  All Age Worship - Ross 
11.15am All Age Communion  - Walford 
11.30am Baptism - Ross 
6.00pm  Choral Evensong - Ross 
 

St Mary’s Coffee Rota Plea - Viv and I 
are just about to prepare the new coffee 
rota and we wonder if we can persuade 
any of our Sunday congregation to go on 
the rota. It only means doing it twice a 
year! Please contact Penny on 563084 or 
Viv on 684674.  
 
Improving our Pastoral Care - The min-
istry team is considering ways in which 
we might become more efficient pasto-
rally. One issue we have identified is that 
we are not always told if someone is ill, 
in hospital, becoming increasingly 
housebound, requiring prayer support or 
just needing someone to talk to. We 
need to improve our communication 
channels, so to try to address this Canon 
Freda Davies has agreed to coordinate 
this for us. So if you or someone you 
care for is requiring any form of pastoral 
care please contact Freda on 01989 
562366 email: 
 fredalloyddavies@btinternet.com then 
she will ensure the information reaches 
the appropriate person to deal with the 
issue. If contacting her on behalf of an-
other person do please obtain their per-
mission first. 

We welcome Alfie-Dean Matthew 
Dobbs who has been baptised at  
St Mary’s today 
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