
 

Let’s think babies. If we had a pound for 
every time we have heard the expression 
“Wow! Isn’t she just like her mother” we 
would be very rich. There is something 
profound in our physical makeup that points 
to our parentage. 

Now let’s think adults. The physical pointers 
are still there, but our character and 
behaviour give added clues to our 
parentage. I know it is not clever and I know 
I shouldn’t but I love to see the 
awkwardness of three generations together. 
Grandfather pointing to his rebellious 
awkward grandson and telling his son “you 
were just like that” and son trying to deny it. 
To no avail, we carry the likenesses of our 
parentage. 

Now let’s look the other way. My father died 
fifty years ago, but if you want to know what 
he was like apparently you just have to look 
at me. I have the same mannerisms and 
outlook on life as he had. You see the son in 
the father and the father in the son. 
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Now let’s think eternity, God father and God 
son. 
 
In today’s reading Isaiah gives us some 
characteristics of the son, he will bring 
justice and he won’t hurt the weak. But the 
gospel writers have far more to say about 
Jesus. For them he is compassionate, 
patient, gentle, just, loving. And of course 
Jesus claimed if you want to see the father, 
look at me. You see the son in the father and 
the father in the son. 

Which brings us to the lovely bit. We are 
children of the same heavenly father as 
Jesus is, so are we compassionate, patient, 
gentle, firm, just, loving?  My good friends, 
the answer is yes. We human beings are 
wonderfully created and can rise to great 
heights when we follow our brother, Jesus. 

In 2020 I wish you happy following. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Heavenly Father, 
at the Jordan you revealed Jesus  
as your Son: 
may we recognize him as our Lord 
and know ourselves to be your  
beloved children; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord of all time and eternity, 
you opened the heavens and revealed 
yourself as Father 
in the baptism of Jesus your beloved Son: 
by the power of your Spirit 
complete the heavenly work  
of our rebirth 
through the waters of the new creation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Jean Harrison & Peggy Luker 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Elizabeth Boynton, Peter Crocker & Norton 
Jarrett 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Isaiah 42.1-9 

Thus says the Lord: Here is my servant, 
whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my 
soul delights; I have put my spirit upon him; 
he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 
He will not cry or lift up his voice, or make it 
heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will 
not break, and a dimly burning wick he will 
not quench; he will faithfully bring forth 
justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be 
crushed until he has established justice in 
the earth; and the coastlands wait for his 
teaching. 5 Thus says God, the LORD, who 
created the heavens and stretched them 
out, who spread out the earth and what 
comes from it, who gives breath to the 
people upon it and spirit to those who walk 

in it: 6 I am the LORD, I have called you in 
righteousness, I have taken you by the 
hand and kept you; I have given you as a 
covenant to the people, a light to the 
nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the 
dungeon, from the prison those who sit in 
darkness. 8 I am the LORD, that is my 
name; my glory I give to no other, nor my 
praise to idols. 9 See, the former things 
have come to pass, and new things I now 
declare; before they spring forth, 
I tell you of them.  

Second Reading Acts 10.34-43 

34 Peter began to speak to those 
assembled in the house of Cornelius. ‘I 
truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone 
who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. 36 You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he is 
Lord of all. 37 That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee 
after the baptism that John announced: 38 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with 
the Holy Spirit and with power; how he 
went about doing good and healing all who 
were oppressed by the devil, for God was 
with him. 39 We are witnesses to all that 
he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. 
They put him to death by hanging him on a 
tree; 40 but God raised him on the third 
day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to 
all the people but to us who were chosen 
by God as witnesses, and who ate and 
drank with him after he rose from the 
dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to 
the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and 
the dead. 43 All the prophets testify about 
him that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name.’  



normally working in schools but would be 
happy to welcome any potential player, 
whether beginner or experienced, to come 
along between 10.00am and mid-day on 
any Tuesday for a game or chess chat, with 
tea and toast on the side. Contact Derek 
565167 for further details. 

St Mary’s tables and chairs - To minimise 
the problems caused by having to move 
church furniture about at the last minute, 
we are asking everyone who moves chairs 
or tables to return them to their default 
setting before they leave the church.  
The default settings are: 
North aisle: 5 rows (approx. 60 chairs), 
angled towards the nave altar 
Main nave: 7 rows (approx. 100 chairs), 
angled towards the nave altar 
South aisle: 2 tables, each with 4 chairs 
Rear of nave: 4 tables, each with 4 chairs. 
Thank you in advance for your  
co-operation. Janet Cooper 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
18th – 25th January  
Each day there will be the opportunity to 
meet for prayer.  
On Sunday 19th  there will be a Bring & 
Share lunch at 1pm at The Venue, Hill 
Street (the old Y-Zone) followed by a short 
joint service.  
On the other days the following churches 
will be hosting a short (15min) time of 
prayer at noon : 

Day 1: Saturday 18th - Christ Church  
Day 3: Monday 20th - St Mary’s  
Day 4 Tuesday 21st - Ross Baptist  
Church (Prayer room, back entrance) 
Day 5 Wednesday 22nd - Ross Baptist 
Church (Prayer room, back entrance) 
Day 6: Thursday 23rd - St Frances  
Day 7: Friday 24th - St Mary’s  
Day 8: Saturday 25th - Christ Church 

Gospel Reading Matthew 3.13-17 

13 Jesus came from Galilee to John at the 
Jordan, to be baptized by him. 14 John 
would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need 
to be baptized by you, and do you come 
to me?’ 15 But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it 
be so now; for it is proper for us in this 
way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he 
consented. 16 And when Jesus had been 
baptized, just as he came up from the 
water, suddenly the heavens were 
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending like a dove and alighting 
on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, 
‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I 
am well pleased.’  

 

NOTICES 
 
Our Parish Vision Day is only three weeks 
away on 25th January 9.30am-3.30pm at 
St Mary’s. You are invited to be part of a 
day of thinking, praying and talking 
together to listen to what God is calling St 
Mary’s to be and to do in 2020 and 
beyond. Please could you RSVP to Lou on 
01989 562175 or book at 
www.rawchurch.org.uk. Sean 

Treasurer at St Mary’s - In three month's 
time, St Mary’s will no longer have a 
treasurer, and we therefore need to 
urgently find someone or a team of 
people  who can take on this important 
responsibility. A description of the role 
will soon be published. If you would more 
information please speak to Peter 
Raddenbury.   

Play Chess - We are fortunate to have 
Andrew Norledge as a leading light in the 
Tuesday morning Job Club and 
Community Café at St Mary’s church hall. 
He is a qualified chess trainer who is 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Nicola Caines &  
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening  
Introit: 46 On Jordan’s bank  
Psalm: 29  
Gradual: 103 O worship the Lord  
Offertory: 330 Do not be afraid 
Communion: Tomorrow shall be my 
dancing day - Gardner  
Post Com: 104 Songs of thankfulness  
 
9.30am All Age Worship and Baptism - 
Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard &  
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 
Hymn: 450 Morning has broken 
Hymn: 817 Water of Life 
Hymn: 797 Father welcomes all his 
children 

6.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
Hymn: 819 To the name of our salvation  
Responses: Smith  
Psalm: 29  
Hymn: 107 The sinless one to Jordan came 
Canticles: Sumsion in A  
Anthem: Listen, sweet dove - Ives  
Hymn: 103 O worship the Lord in the 
beauty of holiness 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 16th January  
10am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 19th January 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Parish Communion  - Walford 
11.15am Village Service - Brampton     
   Abbotts Church 
11.30am Baptism - Ross 
 

St Mary’s Coffee Rota Plea - Viv and I 
are just about to prepare the new 
coffee rota and we wonder if we can 
persuade any of our Sunday  
congregation to go on the rota. It only 
means doing it twice a year! Please 
contact Penny on 563084 or Viv on 
684674.  
 
If you know of anyone who is in  
hospital or would like a visit from one 
of the clergy team, please let Sean or 
the Benefice Office know as soon as 
possible. We would rather be told twice 
than not at all!  


