
Last week I started wearing my Advent 
jumper.  It’s actually an old Christmas 
jumper that has stood the test of time and 
has more restrained colours than some of 
the present day rather garish jumpers. 
Advent is sometimes thought of as a 
penitential season but it is not in any way 
like the season of Lent. It is a time of 
change when we think of endings and new 
beginnings. We begin to look forward to 
meeting the Lord at Christmas in the 
incarnation and we also look forward to our 
meeting at the end of time but all of this is 
done in that knowledge of God’s wonderful 
gift of his Son,  of the grace that we receive 
and of the great joy that we feel.  
 
We have had quite a number of baptisms 
during this year and it was good to have a 
lovely Baptism celebration on Advent 
Sunday at Walford as we begin the new 
Christian calendar (year A in the new 
calendar). This Sunday we hear of the new 
beginning announced by John the Baptist 
preaching about repentance - Metanoia in 
Greek- which means complete change. We 
receive this in Baptism and then 
throughout our lives as we learn to receive 
this gift of new life in Christ with all the 
fruits of the Spirit that go with it. That is 
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why Advent is a season of quiet waiting but 
also of great joy at this process of change 
in our lives. Especially at these times of 
uncertainty that the whole global 
community is going through, this new joy 
can be contagious, in a society that seems 
to be increasingly pessimistic. 
 
As the Christian community in this deanery 
we are learning to share that joy in a new 
unity of working together. The Deanery 
Synod has committed itself to working 
closely together next year and I believe 
that our experience as a large Benefice will 
allow us to share that experience we 
already have of working in unity and 
encourage generosity in sharing 
throughout the whole deanery. 
 
May I wish you all the joy and 
encouragement of this wonderful Advent 
season, 
 
 
Chris  
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ  
comes again as  
judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 
with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Phoebe Aldrich  

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Jacqueline Perry, David Davies, Lesley 
Pritchard, Scott Vine & Terence Carter 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading 11.1-10 

A shoot shall come out from the stock of 
Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his 
roots. 2 The spirit of the LORD shall rest on 
him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear 
of the LORD. 3 His delight shall be in the 
fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by 
what his eyes see, or decide by what his 
ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he shall 
judge the poor, and decide with equity for 
the meek of the earth; he shall strike the 
earth with the rod of his mouth, and with 
the breath of his lips he shall kill the 
wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt 
around his waist, and faithfulness the belt 

around his loins. 6 The wolf shall live with 
the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with 
the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling 
together, and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze, their 
young shall lie down together; and the lion 
shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing 
child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child shall put its hand on 
the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or 
destroy on all my holy mountain; for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
LORD as the waters cover the sea. 10 On 
that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a 
signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be 
glorious.  

 
Second Reading Romans 15.4-13 

4 Whatever was written in former days 
was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement 
of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 
May the God of steadfastness and 
encouragement grant you to live in 
harmony with one another, in accordance 
with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you 
may with one voice glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Welcome 
one another, therefore, just as Christ has 
welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I 
tell you that Christ has become a servant 
of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of 
God in order that he might confirm the 
promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in 
order that the Gentiles might glorify God 
for his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore I 
will confess you among the Gentiles, and 
sing praises to your name’; 10 and again he 
says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; 
11 and again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise 
him’; 12 and again Isaiah says, ‘The root of 
Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule 
the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall 



NOTICES 
 
Parish Vision Day - 25th January 9.30am-
3.30pm at St Mary’s. Open to all who are 
interested in discerning what God is calling 
St Mary’s to in 2020 and beyond. 

Treasurer at St Mary’s - In April 2020, at 
our Annual Parochial Church meeting, we 
will need to appoint a new  treasurer for St 
Mary’s. Please could we begin praying for 
such a person, and thinking who might 
have the needed skills. Sean 

Charitable Giving - Thank you to those who 
made nominations for charities for us to 
support this year.  The PCC have agreed 
payments of £900 each in support of the 
night shelter in Hereford, Church 
Missionary Society, the Ross Community 
Garden and the Orchard Trust. Peter 
Raddenbury 

Reflections for Advent - 11.15am in  
St Mary's Church. Do join us each 
Wednesday in Advent for a time of quiet 
reflection and prayer. Further details from 
Freda on 562366 

Posada - Mary and Joseph and their diary 
have set out on their journey around the 
benefice. They will return in time for the 
Epiphany Party on January 4th - put the 
date in your diary tickets will be available 
soon. Freda 

Ross Choral Society - will be singing in St 
Mary's on Saturday 14th December at 
7.30pm: Mozart 'Sparrow Mass' and Purcell 
'Dido and Aeneas', accompanied by the 
Musical and Amicable Society Orchestra 
conducted by our organist Adrian Taylor. 
Come and have a change from Christmas 
carols! Tickets £15 from Rossiter Books or 
River Music, from society members or on 
the door. Janet Cooper 

hope.’ 13 May the God of hope fill you 
with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 3.1-12 

In those days John the Baptist appeared in 
the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 
‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 
come near.’ 3 This is the one of whom the 
prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,‘The 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight.”’ 4 Now John wore 
clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt 
around his waist, and his food was locusts 
and wild honey. 5 Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to 
him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6 
and they were baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 7 But when 
he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You 
brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruit 
worthy of repentance. 9 Do not presume 
to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham 
as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 10 Even now the axe is lying at 
the root of the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down 
and thrown into the fire. 11 I baptize you 
with water for repentance, but one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I 
am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 
12 His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and 
he will clear his threshing-floor and will 
gather his wheat into the granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’  

 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple  

Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening 
Choir: Advent Prose verse 2 
Introit: 46 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 
Psalm: 72.1-7, 18-19 
Gradual: 34 Earth was waiting 
Offertory: 75 Long ago, prophets knew 
Communion: This is the record of John - 
Gibbons 
Post Com: 51 The Lord will come 

9.30am Family Service - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard &  
Christine Cattanach 
 
527 On Jordan's bank 
359 Jesus shall reign 
817 Water of life 

 

6.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 

Introit: Advent Prose verse 2 
Hymn: 36 Hark the glad sound 
Responses: Plainsong 
Psalm: 72.1-7, 18-19 
Hymn: 46 On Jordon’s bank 
Canticles: Morley with faux bourdon 
Anthem: Prepare ye the way - Wise 
Hymn: 45 O come, O come Emanuel 
 
 
 

A new curate for our Benefice - In July 

2020 we will welcome Tiffany who will 

begin her ministry as a curate in our  

Benefice. She is originally from America 

and has been in the UK for 8 years. She is 

married to Stephen, and they have a 3 

year old son, Liam. She comes to Ross-on

-Wye after 2 years of training at Trinity 

College Bristol. Before that, she ran a 

community centre working with north 

African and Middle Eastern immigrants in 

London. We look forward to her joining 

us. 

St Mary’s Christmas Flowers - If anyone 

wishes to donate towards the cost of 

flowers, please hand monies either to 

Freda Davies, Celia Glover or at the 

church office. Many thanks. 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 12th December  
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 15th December 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
3pm  Carol Service - Walford 


