
There are only two more days left of this year, 
two more days of a decade. Where did the 
time go, you might ask, as we enter into the 
third decade of the twenty-first century? 
Perhaps over the next couple of days it might 
be a good idea to take some time to reflect on 
what has changed in your life and in the world 
around us over the last ten years. 
 
No doubt, like me, you will have experienced 
good and bad moments during that time – 
times of great joy and times of deep sadness, 
even moments when God has seemed very far 
away. The truth is that God is always with us, 
sharing in all those pivotal moments of our 
lives.  
 
New Year is a good time to make changes – 
maybe you have decided what your new 
year’s resolution will be, but perhaps I can 
persuade you to add another one. At baptism 
the newly baptised person is given a lighted 
candle with the words  ‘You have received the 
light of Christ: walk in this light all the days of 
your life. Shine as a light in the world to the 
glory of God the Father’. So, as members of 
this Christian community, let us resolve to do 
just that, as Christians before us have been 
doing for centuries. 
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‘Phos Hilaron – A Song of the Light’  is the 
earliest known Christian hymn recorded 
outside the Bible, translated from the original 
Greek. You might recognise the words as “O 
Gladsome Light”- 
 
O joyful light, 
from the pure glory of the eternal heavenly 
Father, 
O holy, blessed Jesus Christ. 
As we come to the setting of the sun 
and see the evening light, 
we give thanks and praise to the Father and to 
the Son 
and to the Holy Spirit of God. 
Worthy are you at all times 
to be sung with holy voices, 
O Son of God, O giver of life, 
and to be glorified through all creation. 
 
Let us praise God as one decade ends and 
another begins.  
 
Freda  
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
God in Trinity, 
eternal unity of perfect love: 
gather the nations to be one family, 
and draw us into your holy life 
through the birth of Emmanuel, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth 
the life of an earthly home: 
help your Church to live as one family, 
united in love and obedience, 
and bring us all at last to our home in 
heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Phoebe Aldrich  

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Elizabeth Boynton 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Isaiah 63.7-9 

7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the 
LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, 
because of all that the LORD has done for 
us, and the great favour to the house of 
Israel that he has shown them according 
to his mercy, according to the abundance 
of his steadfast love. 8 For he said, ‘Surely 
they are my people, children who will not 
deal falsely’; and he became their saviour 
9 in all their distress. It was no messenger 
or angel but his presence that saved 
them; in his love and in his pity he 
redeemed them; he lifted them up and 
carried them all the days of old.  

 

 

 

Second Reading Hebrews 2.10-18 

10 It was fitting that God, for whom and 
through whom all things exist, in bringing 
many children to glory, should make the 
pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and 
those who are sanctified all have one 
Father. For this reason Jesus is not 
ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 
12 saying,  ‘I will proclaim your name to my 
brothers and sisters, in the midst of the 
congregation I will praise you.’ 13 And 
again, ‘I will put my trust in him.’ And 
again, ‘Here am I and the children whom 
God has given me.’ 14 Since, therefore, the 
children share flesh and blood, he himself 
likewise shared the same things, so that 
through death he might destroy the one 
who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, 15 and free those who all their lives 
were held in slavery by the fear of death. 
16 For it is clear that he did not come to 
help angels, but the descendants of 
Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become 
like his brothers and sisters in every 
respect, so that he might be a merciful and 
faithful high priest in the service of God, to 
make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins 
of the people. 18 Because he himself was 
tested by what he suffered, he is able to 
help those who are being tested.  

Gospel Reading Matthew 2.13-23 

13 After the wise men had left, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream 
and said, ‘Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain 
there until I tell you; for Herod is about to 
search for the child, to destroy him.’ 14 
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his 
mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15 
and remained there until the death of 
Herod. This was to fulfil what had been 
spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 



NOTICES 
 
Parish Vision Day - 25th January 9.30am-
3.30pm at St Mary’s. Open to all who are 
interested in discerning what God is calling 
St Mary’s to in 2020 and beyond. 

Treasurer at St Mary’s - In April 2020, at 
our Annual Parochial Church meeting, we 
will need to appoint a new  treasurer for St 
Mary’s. Please could we begin praying for 
such a person, and thinking who might 
have the needed skills. Sean 

Posada - Mary and Joseph and their diary 
have set out on their journey around the 
benefice. They will return in time for the 
Epiphany Party on January 4th - put the 
date in your diary tickets will be available 
soon. Freda 

St Mary’s Christmas Flowers - If anyone 

wishes to donate towards the cost of 

flowers, please hand monies either to 

Freda Davies, Celia Glover or at the church 

office. Many thanks. 

St Mary’s tables and chairs - To minimise 
the problems caused by having to move 
church furniture about at the last minute, 
we are asking everyone who moves chairs 
or tables to return them to their default 
setting before they leave the church. The 
default settings are: 
North aisle: 5 rows (approx. 60 chairs), 
angled towards the nave altar 
Main nave: 7 rows (approx. 100 chairs), 
angled towards the nave altar 
South aisle: 2 tables, each with 4 chairs 
Rear of nave: 4 tables, each with 4 chairs. 
Thank you in advance for your  
co-operation. Janet Cooper 

 

‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 16 
When Herod saw that he had been tricked 
by the wise men, he was infuriated, and 
he sent and killed all the children in and 
around Bethlehem who were two years 
old or under, according to the time that 
he had learned from the wise men. 17 
Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah:  
18 ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing 
and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for 
her children; she refused to be consoled, 
because they are no more.’ 19 When 
Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly 
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 
and said, 20 ‘Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who were seeking the child’s life 
are dead.’ 21 Then Joseph got up, took 
the child and his mother, and went to the 
land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that 
Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place 
of his father Herod, he was afraid to go 
there. And after being warned in a dream, 
he went away to the district of Galilee. 23 
There he made his home in a town called 
Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 
through the prophets might be fulfilled, 
‘He will be called a Nazorean.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate  

Setting: Appleford 
Introit: 71 Jesus Christ the Lord is born 
Gradual: 60 Away in a manger 
Offertory: 68 In the bleak midwinter 
Post Com: 63 Glory to God 

(The choir are on holiday) 

 

9.30am Morning Prayer - Walford 
Dr Derek Glover 
 

 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 2nd January  
10am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 5th January 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Parish Communion - Walford 
11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts 
   School 
 

Thank you - for the donations of mince 
pies for the carol service at St Mary’s. A 
special thanks to Morrison's for their 
donation too. 


