
In the Archbishop of Canterbury’s Christmas 
message, Justin Welby wrote of the rise in rough 
sleeping, foodbank use and increasing personal 
debt over the last decade of austerity. He said: “It 
has got worse over the last nine years. Rough 
sleeping has gone up. That is a matter of fact. 
People will argue about the causes but it is a fact 
it has gone up.  “Foodbank use has risen. There 
has been a huge rise in the client base of 
Christians Against Poverty, the debt-counselling 
charity. Also, people’s tolerance for minorities 
has gone down. Minority groups have had a much 
harder time, asylum seekers, immigrants. The use 
of vitriolic language has gone up significantly. We 
have had an MP murdered. I am not saying we 
are in a crisis, I am just saying the direction of 
travel is not what we want.” 

This chimed with me when I heard that on the 
17th December 58 adults and 21 children were 
supplied food by the Ross Community Larder, and 
26 Christmas dinners were served at the 
Community Café - 10 up on last year.  

Staying with Archbishop Justin’s message It would 
seem that society’s direction of travel is towards 
greater hardship, greater hardness, greater 
darkness. At our Carol Services we so often read 
the passage from Isaiah chapter 9 which contains 
the verse, 
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The people who walked in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness -  
    on them light has shined. 

This is a regarded as a prophesy of the birth of 
Jesus Christ, who would become “the Light of the 
world”, and would inspire his followers to also be 
lights in the darkness of the world. Our attitude 
and behaviour to the poor, minority groups and 
immigrants; our choice of words on social media 
and in the pub will either shine a light in the 
darkness or increase the darkness of our time. 
Similarly, it is important for us to be aware of 
those who walk in darkness around us – perhaps 
a darkness of grief or depression or stress – and 
do what we can to bring a light, however small, 
into that darkness. Every Christmas light from 
those on the Market House in Ross-on-Wye to 
those on our own Christmas trees are reminders 
of the light of Christ - the generosity and care and 
love of Christ – that can be brought into someone 
else’s darkness.  

Jenny and the children and I thank you for the 
times that members of the parishes have shone a 
light into the darkness of our lives during a recent 
family bereavement, and we take this 
opportunity to wish every one of you and your 
loved ones, a very blessed Christmas.   

The Rev’d Sean Semple  

22nd December 2019  
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Eternal God, 
as Mary waited for the birth of your Son, 
so we wait for his coming in glory; 
bring us through the birth pangs of this 
present age 
to see, with her, our great salvation 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, 
who chose the Blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of the promised saviour: 
fill us your servants with your grace, 
that in all things we may embrace  
your holy will 
and with her rejoice in your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Phoebe Aldrich  

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Terence Carter & Deirdre Wilde 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Isaiah 7.10-16 

10 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 
Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12 But 
Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put 
the LORD to the test. 13 Then Isaiah said: 
‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 
little for you to weary mortals, that you 
weary my God also? 14 Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the 
young woman is with child and shall bear 
a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15 
He shall eat curds and honey by the time 
he knows how to refuse the evil and 
choose the good. 16 For before the child 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good, the land before whose two 
kings you are in dread will be deserted. 

 

Second Reading Romans 1.1-7 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be 
an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
2 which he promised beforehand through 
his prophets in the holy scriptures, 3the 
gospel concerning his Son, who was 
descended from David according to the 
flesh 4and was declared to be Son of God 
with power according to the spirit of 
holiness by resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 5Through Christ we 
have received grace and apostleship to 
bring about the obedience of faith among 
all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, 
6including yourselves who are called to 
belong to Jesus Christ, 7 To all God’s 
beloved in Rome, who are called to be 
saints: Grace to you and peace from God 
our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Gospel Reading Matthew 1.18-25 

18 The birth of Jesus the Messiah took 
place in this way. When his mother Mary 
had been engaged to Joseph, but before 
they lived together, she was found to be 
with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her 
husband Joseph, being a righteous man 
and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20 
But just when he had resolved to do this, 
an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 
dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do 
not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for 
the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are 
to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.’ 22 All this took 
place to fulfil what had been spoken by the 
Lord through the prophet: 23 ’Look, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall name him Emmanuel’, which 
means, ‘God is with us.’ 24 When Joseph 
awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as 



St Mary’s Christmas Flowers - If anyone 

wishes to donate towards the cost of 

flowers, please hand monies either to 

Freda Davies, Celia Glover or at the church 

office. Many thanks. 

St Mary’s tables and chairs - To minimise 
the problems caused by having to move 
church furniture about at the last minute, 
we are asking everyone who moves chairs 
or tables to return them to their default 
setting before they leave the church. The 
default settings are: 
North aisle: 5 rows (approx. 60 chairs), 
angled towards the nave altar 
Main nave: 7 rows (approx. 100 chairs), 
angled towards the nave altar 
South aisle: 2 tables, each with 4 chairs 
Rear of nave: 4 tables, each with 4 chairs. 
Thank you in advance for your  
co-operation. Janet Cooper 

Coffee Morning at St Mary’s - Thank you 
to everyone who hosted or attended the 
monthly coffee mornings this year. Over 
£1600 was raised for church funds. 
Margaret Mason 

his wife, 25 but had no marital relations 
with her until she had borne a son; and he 
named him Jesus.  

 

NOTICES 
 
Cards for the Congregation - As usual, a 
board will be available for mounting 
Christmas cards to our friends from 
Sunday December 15th, Our aim is to use 
one card where several will do, and then 
use the money saved for a charity of our 
own choice…and we all share the cards! 
Derek 565167 

Parish Vision Day - 25th January 9.30am-
3.30pm at St Mary’s. Open to all who are 
interested in discerning what God is 
calling St Mary’s to in 2020 and beyond. 

Treasurer at St Mary’s - In April 2020, at 
our Annual Parochial Church meeting, we 
will need to appoint a new  treasurer for 
St Mary’s. Please could we begin praying 
for such a person, and thinking who might 
have the needed skills. Sean 

Posada - Mary and Joseph and their diary 
have set out on their journey around the 
benefice. They will return in time for the 
Epiphany Party on January 4th - put the 
date in your diary tickets will be available 
soon. Freda 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple  &  
Canon Freda Davies 

Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Choir: Advent Prose verse 4 
Introit: 45 O come, O come Emanuel 
Psalm: 80.1-7 
Gradual: 74 Like a candle flame 
Intercessions: 847 Within our darkest 
night  
Offertory: 452 Let all mortal flesh 
Communion: There is no rose - Joubert 
Post Com: 41 Lo, he comes with clouds 

11.15am Family Service - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard & 
Christine Cattanach 

480 O come, o come Emmanuel 
443 Mary had a baby 
861 Little Jesus, sweetly sleep 

 

4.00pm Carol Service - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 

See separate order of service 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Christmas Eve 
4.00pm  Crib Service - Ross 
4.00pm  Nativity Service - Walford 
9.00pm  Christmas Eucharist - Brampton 
   Abbotts (in the Church) 
11.30pm First Eucharist of Christmas -  
   Ross 
11.30pm First Eucharist of Christmas -  
   Walford 

Christmas Day 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Parish Communion - Walford 

Thursday 26th December  
No 10am Holy Communion in Ross 

Sunday 29th December 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Morning Prayer - Walford 

Blessings and may the joys of 
Christmas be yours'  

from all the ministry team 

To you, O Christ, Word of the Father, 
we offer our lowly prayers and humble thanks; 
for love of our human race 
you most wonderfully chose to be born of Mary,  
and to take our nature as nevermore to lay it by;  
so that we might be born again by your Spirit 
and restored in the image of God; 
to whom, one blessed Trinity, 
be given all honour, might, majesty and power,  
now and for ever. 

 

Amen. 


