
Three times in the past week I have been 
challenged about the Anglican attitude to the 
pre-Christmas period. ‘Why, when you had 
the Christmas trees, has it all become so 
miserable?’ ‘The rest of the world is 
celebrating Christmas, why doesn’t the 
Church?’ ‘Come to our church where we 
know how to be happy’. 

Last week Chris reminded us of the answer – 
we have the time of Advent marked by 
preparation of a deeper sort, a season of 
quiet waiting and an opportunity for personal 
change. The problem is that we, as the 
Anglican church with our beliefs and 
practices, face three inter-related influences 
in a generally materialistic world. 

Commerce is rampant, driven by the fact that 
for many retail outlets the percentage of 
annual takings in the two months before 
Christmas exceeds that of the rest of the year. 
The media is also offering pre-Christmas 
pressures as seen in the hype surrounding the 
‘best’ Christmas advertising. The impact on 
the younger generation is considerable and 
for them, the talk of Father Christmas, the 
preparation for school plays and the chatter 
about anticipated presents all add to the 
excitement of the end of the Autumn Term. 
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And the final words of Chris’s message 
offer us ‘the joy and encouragement of this 
wonderful Advent season’. How then do 
we reconcile penitential preparation with 
pre-Christmas pressures? There may be 
two kinds of joy – the personal joy of being 
quietly at ease, and the group joy 
developed from shared excitement. 
Perhaps we should distinguish Advent joy 
and Christmas joy. 

In responding to this difference, the church 
traditionally offers two environments. Our 
practice is to offer a quiet Advent 
opportunity for looking inwards and 
Godwards, without distraction. We are 
then more ready to share the decorations, 
carols and cribs of the twelve - day 
Christmas feast.    
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
God for whom we watch and wait, 
you sent John the Baptist to prepare the 
way of your Son: 
give us courage to speak the truth, 
to hunger for justice, 
and to suffer for the cause of right, 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away 
 the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in 
great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious 
majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive  
and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
All Amen 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Phoebe Aldrich  

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Scott Vine, Terence Carter, Benjamin 
Akers, Gordon Drew & Deirdre Wilde 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Isaiah 35.1-10 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be 
glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 
like the crocus 2 it shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice with joy and 
singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given 
to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 
They shall see the glory of the LORD, the 
majesty of our God. 3 Strengthen the weak 

hands, and make firm the feeble knees. 4 
Say to those who are of a fearful heart, ‘Be 
strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He 
will come with vengeance, with terrible 
recompense. He will come and save you.’ 5 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6 then 
the lame shall leap like a deer, and the 
tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For 
waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; 7 the burning 
sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty 
ground springs of water; the haunt of 
jackals shall become a swamp, the grass 
shall become reeds and rushes. 8 A 
highway shall be there, and it shall be 
called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not 
travel on it, but it shall be for God’s 
people; no traveller, not even fools, shall 
go astray. 9 No lion shall be there, nor shall 
any ravenous beast come up on it; they 
shall not be found there, but the 
redeemed shall walk there. 10 And the 
ransomed of the LORD shall return, and 
come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy 
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain 
joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away.  

 
Second Reading James 5.7-10 

7 Be patient, beloved, until the coming of 
the Lord. The farmer waits for the precious 
crop from the earth, being patient with it 
until it receives the early and the late rains. 
8 You also must be patient. Strengthen 
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is 
near. 9 Beloved, do not grumble against 
one another, so that you may not be 
judged. See, the Judge is standing at the 
doors! 10 As an example of suffering and 
patience, beloved, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord.  

 

 



NOTICES 
 
Cards for the Congregation - As usual, a 
board will be available for mounting 
Christmas cards to our friends from 
Sunday December 15th, Our aim is to use 
one card where several will do, and then 
use the money saved for a charity of our 
own choice…and we all share the cards! 
Derek 565167 

Parish Vision Day - 25th January 9.30am-
3.30pm at St Mary’s. Open to all who are 
interested in discerning what God is calling 
St Mary’s to in 2020 and beyond. 

Treasurer at St Mary’s - In April 2020, at 
our Annual Parochial Church meeting, we 
will need to appoint a new  treasurer for St 
Mary’s. Please could we begin praying for 
such a person, and thinking who might 
have the needed skills. Sean 

Reflections for Advent - 11.15am in  
St Mary's Church. Do join us each 
Wednesday in Advent for a time of quiet 
reflection and prayer. Further details from 
Freda on 562366 

Posada - Mary and Joseph and their diary 
have set out on their journey around the 
benefice. They will return in time for the 
Epiphany Party on January 4th - put the 
date in your diary tickets will be available 
soon. Freda 

Coffee Morning at St Mary’s - Thank you 
to everyone who hosted or attended the 
monthly coffee mornings this year. Over 
£1600 was raised for church funds. 
Margaret Mason 

 

 

 

Gospel Reading Matthew 11.2-11 

2 When John heard in prison what the 
Messiah was doing, he sent word by his 
disciples 3 and said to Jesus, ‘Are you the 
one who is to come, or are we to wait for 
another?’ 4 Jesus answered them, ‘Go 
and tell John what you hear and see: 5 the 
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, 
the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised, and the poor have good 
news brought to them. 6 And blessed is 
anyone who takes no offence at me.’ 7 As 
they went away, Jesus began to speak to 
the crowds about John: ‘What did you go 
out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 
shaken by the wind? 8 What then did you 
go out to see? Someone dressed in soft 
robes? Look, those who wear soft robes 
are in royal palaces. 9 What then did you 
go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 
and more than a prophet. 10 This is the 
one about whom it is written, “See, I am 
sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.” 
11 Truly I tell you, among those born of 
women no one has arisen greater than 
John the Baptist; yet the least in the 
kingdom of heaven is greater than he.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate and  
The Rev’d Sean Semple  

Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke 
Choir: Advent Prose verse 3 
Introit: 609 Christ is the world’s light 
Psalm: 146.4-10 
Gradual: 394 Tell out, my soul 
Offertory: 769 Rejoice, the Lord is King 
Communion: Rejoice in the Lord alway - 
Purcell 
Post Com: 45 O come, O come Emmanuel 

 

3.00pm Carol Service - Walford 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 

See separate order of service 
 
 
 

A new curate for our Benefice - In July 

2020 we will welcome Tiffany who will 

begin her ministry as a curate in our  

Benefice. She is originally from America 

and has been in the UK for 8 years. She 

is married to Stephen, and they have a 

3 year old son, Liam. She comes to Ross-

on-Wye after 2 years of training at 

Trinity College Bristol. Before that, she 

ran a community centre working with 

north African and Middle Eastern 

immigrants in London. We look forward 

to her joining us. 

St Mary’s tables and chairs - To 
minimise the problems caused by 
having to move church furniture about 
at the last minute, we are asking 
everyone who moves chairs or tables to 
return them to their default setting 
before they leave the church. The 
default settings are: 
North aisle: 5 rows (approx. 60 chairs), 
angled towards the nave altar 
Main nave: 7 rows (approx. 100 chairs), 
angled towards the nave altar 
South aisle: 2 tables, each with 4 chairs 
Rear of nave: 4 tables, each with 4 
chairs. Thank you in advance for your  
co-operation. Janet Cooper 

St Mary’s Christmas Flowers - If anyone 

wishes to donate towards the cost of 

flowers, please hand monies either to 

Freda Davies, Celia Glover or at the 

church office. Many thanks. 

The 100 Club Draw  - took place before 
the 9.30am Sung Eucharist Service on 
Sunday 8th December at St Marys and 
the winners were: 1st Prize  Betty 
Beddows, 2nd Prize  Jan Mander, 3rd 
Prize  Marilyn Reynolds 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 19th December  
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 22nd December 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
11.15am Family Service - Walford 
4pm  Carol Service - Ross 


