
The winter wheat in the fields opposite my house 
have recently been harvested. The grain is 
gathered in. As I write the bails of straw remain, 
soon to be stored. It looks as if this year has been 
good with sensible yields. Watching the season’s 
progression has been a joy. The familiar patterns 
with the early green shoots developing into 
standing grain, then turning from green to golden 
and then to harvest itself is both age old and 
expected. 
 
We trust and look for seedtime and harvest 
relying upon the consistency of the seasons. 
However, what is becoming more and more 
apparent is that we must not be lulled into a false 
sense of security. Fruitful harvests and stable 
climates are deeply connected. Rather late in the 
day there is a realisation, both of the fragility of 
these systems and of their importance. Very few 
will now deny that global warming is a reality. 
The factors are many and complex. Over my 
lifetime the world population has doubled. The 
very fact that there are more of us has an impact. 
How the more act responsibly is of vital 
importance. Average global temperatures are 
now measurably higher and if this continues 
unchecked will prove devastating. Extreme 
weather events are becoming more frequent and 
their impact in many places being both tragic and 
cataclysmic. 
 

The Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rawchurch.org.uk (not Fri) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican.org 
Team Administrator: Louise Jarvis |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

The powerful protests of Greta Thunberg, the 
visceral marches and action of Extinction Rebellion, 
and the winsome yet powerful work of Sir David 
Attenborough all point to the necessity of treating 
these matters with the utmost seriousness. As a 
particular commercial slogan puts it…every little 
helps. One of the big problems is that as human 
beings we each have a tendency to self-protection. 
We can genuinely want things to be better but 
only so long as it doesn’t hurt too much or overly 
interfere with life. Inertia to necessary change is 
real. Learning to move into that necessary change 
demands action, some of which will include 
uncomfortable changes in habits and 
consumption. Our long term global protection 
requires a different way of living. Two dangers 
exist. The first is to deny the realities the second is 
to act more out of emotion than reason. Given the 
route by which we have got here there can be a 
tendency to distrust both science and technology. 
Harder, but more useful will be the concerted 
efforts to use both with the clear end in view of 
sustainability. As a Diocese we have recently opted 
to being a Eco diocese In order to support positive 
change. 
 
The ancient wisdom of the Bible is worth heeding. 
It challenges us all to be stewards not exploiters 
and to treat creation as a precious resource not a 
possession. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
God of holiness, 
your glory is proclaimed in every age: 
as we rejoice in the faith of your saints, 
inspire us to follow their example 
with boldness and joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God, the source of all holiness and giver of 
all good things: 
may we who have shared at this table 
as strangers and pilgrims here on earth 
be welcomed with all your saints 
to the heavenly feast on the day of your 
kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter & Phoebe Aldrich  

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Louisa Jacobs & Bryan Evans 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Daniel 7.1-3, 15-18 

In the first year of King Belshazzar of 
Babylon, Daniel had a dream and visions 
of his head as he lay in bed. Then he 
wrote down the dream: 2 I, Daniel, saw in 
my vision by night the four winds of 
heaven stirring up the great sea, 3 and 
four great beasts came up out of the sea, 
different from one another. 15 As for me, 
Daniel, my spirit was troubled within me, 
and the visions of my head terrified me. 
16 I approached one of the attendants to 
ask him the truth concerning all this. So he 
said that he would disclose to me the 
interpretation of the matter: 17 ‘As for 
these four great beasts, four kings shall 
arise out of the earth. 18 But the holy 
ones of the Most High shall receive the 
kingdom and possess the kingdom for 
ever – for ever and ever.’ 

Second Reading Ephesians 1.11-23 

 In Christ we have also obtained an 
inheritance, having been destined 
according to the purpose of him who 
accomplishes all things according to his 
counsel and will, 12 so that we, who were 
the first to set our hope on Christ, might 
live for the praise of his glory. 13 In him 
you also, when you had heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had 
believed in him, were marked with the seal 
of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the 
pledge of our inheritance towards 
redemption as God’s own people, to the 
praise of his glory. 15 I have heard of your 
faith in the Lord Jesus and your love 
towards all the saints, and for this reason 
16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I 
remember you in my prayers. 17 I pray 
that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation as you come to 
know him, 18 so that, with the eyes of 
your heart enlightened, you may know 
what is the hope to which he has called 
you, what are the riches of his glorious 
inheritance among the saints, 19 and what 
is the immeasurable greatness of his 
power for us who believe, according to the 
working of his great power. 20 God put 
this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him 
at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 
far above all rule and authority and power 
and dominion, and above every name that 
is named, not only in this age but also in 
the age to come. 22 And he has put all 
things under his feet and has made him 
the head over all things for the church, 23 
which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all.  

 

 



NOTICES 

 

Christian Meditation Group at Walford 
Vicarage - The meditation group is now 
running permanently at Walford Vicarage on 
alternate Thursdays at 7.30pm It is led by Tina 
Jefferies who is a leader for the World 
Community for Christian Meditation 
(WCCM).  Please contact Chris if you would like 
to join the group. 

Christmas Tree Festival  22nd to 25th November 
at St Mary’s. Members of all our congregations, 
church groups or friends are invited to display 
a decorated tree at the festival. To reserve a 
space, please complete the online form at 
bit.ly/CTfestival19 or pick up a form from the 
back of the church and return it to the Rectory 
Office or give it to Rachel Lewis. 

You are warmly invited to attend our 
fundraising event “An Evening with Dick Brice” 
at Walford Church, 7:30pm on Friday 8th 
November. Dick is a fabulous local musician 
and entertainer. Tickets are £10 which includes 
soft drinks and nibbles. Please feel free to bring 
your own beer or wine. Email Karen Chinn for 
tickets KAZLMOORE@hotmail.com. 

Volunteers - We are looking for more people 
to help with Sunday Kids and as vergers. If you 
are interested and would like some more 
information please speak to Sean or to Lou in 
the office. 

Community Larder - On behalf of everyone in 
the Community Larder may I thank you all for 
the very generous  donations received 
following the recent Harvest Celebrations.   
Your kindness and support is much 
appreciated. Lindsay Cole 

Mother's Union - Wednesday 6th November at 
2pm in St Mary’s Church Hall. The talk is about 
the pilgrimage to the Holy Land last autumn. 
Margaret Willis 

Gospel Reading Luke 6.20-31 

20 Then Jesus looked up at his disciples 
and said: ‘Blessed are you who are poor, 
for yours is the kingdom of God.21 
‘Blessed are you who are hungry now, for 
you will be filled. ‘Blessed are you who 
weep now, for you will laugh.  22 ‘Blessed 
are you when people hate you, and when 
they exclude you, revile you, and defame 
you on account of the Son of Man. 23 
Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for 
surely your reward is great in heaven; for 
that is what their ancestors did to the 
prophets. 24 ‘But woe to you who are rich, 
for you have received your consolation. 25 
‘Woe to you who are full now, for you will 
be hungry. ‘Woe to you who are laughing 
now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 
‘Woe to you when all speak well of you, for 
that is what their ancestors did to the false 
prophets.  27 ‘But I say to you that listen, 
Love your enemies, do good to those who 
hate you, 28bless those who curse you, 
pray for those who abuse you. 29 If 
anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the 
other also; and from anyone who takes 
away your coat do not withhold even your 
shirt. 30 Give to everyone who begs from 
you; and if anyone takes away your goods, 
do not ask for them again. 31 Do to others 
as you would have them do to you. 
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                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple  
Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening 
Introit: 296 For all the saints who from 
their labours rest 
Psalm: 149 
Gradual: 297 For all the saints who showed 
your love 
Offertory: 304 Let saints on earth 
Communion: O sing joyfully - Batten 
Post Communion: 308 Rejoice in God’s 
saints 
 
9.30am Parish Communion  - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 

11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts 
School 
Dr Derek Glover 

11.30am Baptism - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
 
6.00pm All Souls - Ross 
All  See separate Order of Service 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 7th November  
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Saturday 9th November 
10am  Remembrance Parade -  
St Michael & All Angels, Brampton Abbotts 

Sunday 10th November 
Remembrance Sunday 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
10.45am Remembrance Service - Walford 
11.15am Remembrance Service - Ross 

Posada and Travelling Cribs - Advent will 

soon be here and again this year we are 

looking for people from around the  

Benefice to host two of our Crib Figures - 

Mary and Joseph and their Journey Diary 

for one night during December. At the end 

of their journey Mary and Joseph will be 

taken along with the remaining Crib  

Figures to spend Christmas with someone 

from our congregations who is house-

bound. The Crib will return to St Mary’s 

Hall on Saturday January 4th for the  

Alternative Epiphany Party. Please contact 

Freda Davies on Ross 562366 if you would 

like to be involved. For families with 

young children, Anne Morris is looking for 

hosts to welcome the Woolly Travelling 

Crib for one night throughout Advent. This 

Crib is returned to St Mary’s ready for the 

Crib Service on Christmas Eve. Please  

contact Anne on Ross 562299 if you want 

to be involved.  

We welcome Sophia Elsie-May Williams 
who has been baptised at  
Ross today 


