
Thank you Rachel and Mark and everyone 
else for these wonderful Christmas Trees, 
some short, some tall; some complete, 
some just branches; some with lighting, 
some not. A whole essay could be written 
comparing and contrasting this magical 
collection – and here it is! 

Although Laurel & Hardy sang of “The Trail 
of the Lonesome Pine” fir trees don’t often 
grow in solitude, they grow best bunched 
together, keeping the wind and snow off 
each other and sharing the scarce resource 
of water with each other with roots near 
the surface.  

Fir trees come in very different sizes. The 
Picea Glauca tops out at 4-5 feet and the 
Pinus Lambertiana tops out at over 200 
feet. Yet short or tall each tree is perfect to 
fit in with its neighbours.  

Fir trees basically come with needles that 
don’t drop but some do drop (ask the 
person who does the hovering in your 
house.) Yet dropping or not each tree is 
performing as God designed it to perform.  
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Fir trees are so wonderfully right to be the 
“Christmas” tree for the human family that 
they are copied, and imitated in plastic, 
metal and even glass.  

Fir trees need no adornment they have 
natural beauty, but they are adaptable. And 
with a little lighting, a few baubles, some 
spray paint they help us celebrate the 
coming of Christ. 

So, I ask the question. Are all the points 
above relevant to a Christian community? 

As we approach Christmas my prayer for us 
all is that we will keep the cold wind of sin 
off each other, we will share our resources, 
we will be comfortable with who we are, we 
will be unique, we will be imitated by those 
searching for meaning in life and we will 
allow others to mould us so that we can help 
them to follow Jesus and become disciples. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
God the Father, 
help us to hear the call of Christ the King 
and to follow in his service, 
whose kingdom has no end; 
for he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, one glory. 
All Amen. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Stir up, O Lord,  
the wills of your faithful people; 
that they, plenteously bringing forth the 
fruit of good works, 
may by you be plenteously rewarded; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter and Phoebe Aldrich  

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Brian Murray, Lily Mellor, Audrey Hall & 
Peter Jordan 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Jeremiah 23.1-6 

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and 
scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the 
LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, 
the God of Israel, concerning the 
shepherds who shepherd my people: It is 
you who have scattered my flock, and 
have driven them away, and you have not 
attended to them. So I will attend to you 
for your evil doings, says the LORD. 3 Then 
I myself will gather the remnant of my 
flock out of all the lands where I have 
driven them, and I will bring them back to 
their fold, and they shall be fruitful and 
multiply.  4 I will raise up shepherds over 
them who will shepherd them, and they 
shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, 
nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 
5 The days are surely coming, says the 
LORD, when I will raise up for David a 

righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king 
and deal wisely, and shall execute justice 
and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days 
Judah will be saved and Israel will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which he 
will be called: ‘The LORD is our 
righteousness.’  

Second Reading Colossians 1.11-20 

Brothers and sisters: 11 May you be made 
strong with all the strength that comes 
from his glorious power, and may you be 
prepared to endure everything with 
patience, 12 while joyfully giving thanks to 
the Father, who has enabled you to share 
in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 
13 He has rescued us from the power of 
darkness and transferred us into the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom 
we have redemption, the forgiveness of 
sins.15 He is the image of the invisible 
God, the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in 
him all things in heaven and on earth were 
created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
powers – all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17 He himself is 
before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18 He is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, so that he might 
come to have first place in everything. 19 
For in him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, 20 and through him God 
was pleased to reconcile to himself all 
things, whether on earth or in heaven, by 
making peace through the blood of his 
cross. 
 

 

 

 



 
Volunteers at St Mary’s - We are looking for 
more people to help with: 
1. Sunday Kids                                                         
2. Vergers 
3. Organising seating for events and services  
If you are interested and would like some 
more information please speak to Sean or to 
Lou in the office. 
Thank you to Peter Reynolds for volunteering 
as Churches Together in Ross and District 
representative. 

Posada and Travelling Cribs - Advent will 

soon be here and again this year we are 

looking for people from around the  

Benefice to host two of our Crib Figures - 

Mary and Joseph and their Journey Diary for 

one night during December. At the end of 

their journey Mary and Joseph will be taken 

along with the remaining Crib Figures to 

spend Christmas with someone from our 

congregations who is housebound. The Crib 

will return to St Mary’s Hall on Saturday 

January 4th for the Alternative Epiphany Party. 

Please contact Freda Davies on Ross 562366 if 

you would like to be involved. For families 

with young children, Anne Morris is looking 

for hosts to welcome the Woolly Travelling 

Crib for one night throughout Advent. This 

Crib is returned to St Mary’s ready for the Crib 

Service on Christmas Eve. Please contact Anne 

on Ross 562299 if you want to be involved.  

Parish Vision Day - 25th January 9.30am-

3.30pm at St Mary’s. Open to anyone to pray 

for what God is calling St Mary’s to be in this 

year. 

Sean will be on leave - from 27th November 

until 4th December. Please contact the clergy 

team or the office.  

Gospel Reading Luke 23.33-43 

33 When they came to the place that is 
called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 
with the criminals, one on his right and one 
on his left. 34 Then Jesus said, ‘Father, 
forgive them; for they do not know what 
they are doing.’ And they cast lots to divide 
his clothing. 35 And the people stood by, 
watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, 
saying, ‘He saved others; let him save 
himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 
chosen one!’ 36 The soldiers also mocked 
him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 
37 and saying, ‘If you are the King of the 
Jews, save yourself!’ 38 There was also an 
inscription over him, ‘This is the King of the 
Jews.’ 39 One of the criminals who were 
hanged there kept deriding him and saying, 
‘Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and 
us!’ 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, 
‘Do you not fear God, since you are under 
the same sentence of condemnation? 41 
And we indeed have been condemned 
justly, for we are getting what we deserve 
for our deeds, but this man has done 
nothing wrong.’ 42 Then he said, ‘Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your 
kingdom.’ 43 Jesus replied, ‘Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in Paradise.’  

NOTICES 
 
St Mary’s Church Hall - Members of the 
congregation using the church hall are 
respectfully reminded that they must take 
away any rubbish generated by their event. 
Church hall committee. 

Reflections in Advent - Do join us for a time 
of quiet reflection and prayer during Advent 
in St Mary's Church starting on Wednesday 
4th December at 11.15am. Further details 
from Freda on 562366.  

 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
 
9.30am All Age Worship - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple  & Christine 
Cattanach 

See separate order of service 
 

9.30am Family Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
54 At the name of Jesus 
966 Peruvian Gloria 
8 v.1 (Gospel) Alleluia!  
448 Meekness and majesty 
438 Make way make way 

 

6.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
Hymn: 645 God is our strength and our 
refuge 
Responses: Radcliffe 
Psalm: 46 
Hymn: 79 Jesus shall reign 
Canticles: Standford in B flat 
Anthem: Rejoice, the Lord is King - Archer 
Hymn: 593 At the name of Jesus 
 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 28th November  
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 1st December 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Parish Communion & Baptism -  
   Walford 
11.15am Café Church - Brampton  
   Abbotts School 

Coffee on a Tuesday -  is at 10.30am on 
Tuesday 26th November at the home of 
Sharon Rutter - 8 Green Meadows, Hom 
Green. HR9 7RE. Everyone is  
welcome. 

Christ Church Christmas Coffee  
Morning - with stalls, Saturday 30th  
November 10am-12 noon. Everyone is 
welcome to come along. Lindsay Cole 

Treasurer at St Mary’s - In April 2020, at 
our Annual Parochial Church meeting, 
we will need to appoint a new  
treasurer for St Mary’s. Please could we 
begin praying for such a person, and 
thinking who might have the needed 
skills. Sean 

Charitable Giving - Thank you to those 
who made nominations for charities for 
us to support this year.  The PCC have 
agreed payments of £900 each in  
support of the night shelter in  
Hereford, Church Missionary Society, 
the Ross Community Garden and the  
Orchard Trust. Peter Raddenbury 

Christmas Tree Festival continues 
through the weekend until Monday. 
Come and enjoy the trees and refresh-
ments in church. We close at 4.15pm on 
Monday with the raffle draw. A big 
thank you to all who have helped set up 
the church, helped with stewarding and 
provided trees. These can be removed 
on Monday after 4.15pm and any help 
with putting the church back then will 
be gratefully received. Rachel 


