
Not by might, nor by strength but by My 
Spirit Zechariah 4:6 

This is a verse in the Bible that has really 
spoken into the ministry I find myself in 
here in Ross where in the last two years my 
mission has been to support the church to 
grow spiritually and numerically. 
 
You may be looking around you and 
thinking where are the new people? You 
may not see them in the 9.30 on a Sunday 
morning but over the last year more than 
100 new people have been to something we 
are now doing, many of these on a regular 
basis.  
 
For example, Toast & Toddle has been 
running for more than a year. Initially our 
biggest challenge was to persuade people 
to come through the door. According to our 
register, more than 40 families now do 
exactly that. I believe it is not because of 
any strength or might we as humble Toast 
Makers possess but by the spirit that lives 
within us we are able to bless those who 
come in and it is this which draws people.  A 
couple of encouraging comments are from 
one Mum who say she ‘feels loved’ by us, 
another said in the last week that we  
have restored her faith in Christians.     
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Something wonderful is happening here, be 
encouraged. 
 
I am not sure God counts numbers of people 
in the way we might. I think He is more 
concerned with growing people’s hearts. So 
how are we doing this? All Age Services have 
become established and continue to grow us 
and challenge us. They have been a joy to 
collaborate on and to deliver. Evidence of 
growth comes in the comments that these 
services make us think, and ‘talk to one 
another about our faith in a way that is new 
to us’. The Alpha course too has seen a 
wonderful team of those who facilitate, help 
and feed the guests who themselves are 
having opportunities to move forward in 
their faith and encounter this Holy Spirit for 
themselves.  
 
Mission is not easy and it takes time. It is 
important to engage in a listening, discerning 
kind of prayer so that we can have a sense of 
where the Holy Spirit is leading us. Let us be 
encouraged by what God is doing in our 
midst.  
 

Christine 
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Second Sunday before Advent 
 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Heavenly Lord, 
you long for the world’s salvation: 
stir us from apathy, 
restrain us from excess 
and revive in us new hope 
that all creation will one day be healed 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Gracious Lord, 
in this holy sacrament 
you give substance to our hope: 
bring us at the last 
to that fullness of life for which we long; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter and Phoebe Aldrich  

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Brian Murray, Lily Mellor & Audrey Hall 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Malachi 4.1-2a 

See, the day is coming, burning like an 
oven, when all the arrogant and all 
evildoers will be stubble; the day that 
comes shall burn them up, says the LORD 
of hosts, so that it will leave them neither 
root nor branch. 2 But for you who revere 
my name the sun of righteousness shall 
rise, with healing in its wings.  

Second Reading 2 Thessalonians 3.6-13 

6 We command you, beloved, in the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away 
from believers who are living in idleness 
and not according to the tradition that 
they received from us. 7 For you 
yourselves know how you ought to 
imitate us; we were not idle when we 
were with you, 8 and we did not eat 
anyone’s bread without paying for it; but 
with toil and labour we worked night and 

day, so that we might not burden any of 
you. 9 This was not because we do not 
have that right, but in order to give you an 
example to imitate. 10 For even when we 
were with you, we gave you this 
command: Anyone unwilling to work 
should not eat. For we hear that some of 
you are living in idleness, mere busybodies, 
not doing any work. 12 Now such persons 
we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus 
Christ to do their work quietly and to earn 
their own living. 13 Brothers and sisters, 
do not be weary in doing what is right.  
 

Gospel Reading Luke 21.5-19 

5 When some were speaking about the 
temple, how it was adorned with beautiful 
stones and gifts dedicated to God, Jesus 
said, 6 ‘As for these things that you see, 
the days will come when not one stone will 
be left upon another; all will be thrown 
down.’ 7 They asked him, ‘Teacher, when 
will this be, and what will be the sign that 
this is about to take place?’ 8 And Jesus 
said, ‘Beware that you are not led astray; 
for many will come in my name and say, “I 
am he!” and, “The time is near!” Do not go 
after them. 9 When you hear of wars and 
insurrections, do not be terrified; for these 
things must take place first, but the end 
will not follow immediately.’ 10 Then he 
said to them, ‘Nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom; 11 
there will be great earthquakes, and in 
various places famines and plagues; and 
there will be dreadful portents and great 
signs from heaven. 12 But before all this 
occurs, they will arrest you and persecute 
you; they will hand you over to synagogues 
and prisons, and you will be brought 
before kings and governors because of my 
name. 13 This will give you an opportunity 
to testify. 14 So make up your minds not to 
prepare your defence in advance; 15 for I 



HELP - Christmas Tree next weekend at St 
Mary’s- We need volunteers to help move 
chairs and small tables from 1.30pm on 
Thursday. Tell Rachel if you can help or just 
turn up. Stewards also needed on Saturday, 
Sunday and Monday.  Please sign the steward 
rota at the back of the church.  

Christmas Tree Festival - Tickets are on sale 
for the Preview at 7.30pm on Friday 22nd 
November and Concert on Saturday 23rd 
November at 7.30pm. Tickets are £6, available 
after Ross 9.30 service, from the church office 
or online. Visit https://rawchurch.org.uk/
news/christmas-tree-festival/ for full details. 

If you made a Journey Stick or a Journey 
Graph at the last All Age Service, please do 
bring it to the next one on 24th November. 
Christine  

Posada and Travelling Cribs - Advent will 

soon be here and again this year we are 

looking for people from around the  

Benefice to host two of our Crib Figures - 

Mary and Joseph and their Journey Diary for 

one night during December. At the end of 

their journey Mary and Joseph will be taken 

along with the remaining Crib Figures to 

spend Christmas with someone from our 

congregations who is housebound. The Crib 

will return to St Mary’s Hall on Saturday 

January 4th for the Alternative Epiphany Party. 

Please contact Freda Davies on Ross 562366 if 

you would like to be involved. For families 

with young children, Anne Morris is looking 

for hosts to welcome the Woolly Travelling 

Crib for one night throughout Advent. This 

Crib is returned to St Mary’s ready for the Crib 

Service on Christmas Eve. Please contact Anne 

on Ross 562299 if you want to be involved.  

will give you words and a wisdom that none 
of your opponents will be able to withstand 
or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even 
by parents and brothers, by relatives and 
friends; and they will put some of you to 
death. 17 You will be hated by all because of 
my name. 18 But not a hair of your head will 
perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain 
your souls.’ 

 NOTICES 

Contemplative Prayer Group - meets at 
Freda's home on Wednesday 20th 
November at 11am. For more details 
contact Freda - 562366 
 
St Mary’s Church Hall - Members of the 
congregation using the church hall are 
respectfully reminded that they must take 
away any rubbish generated by their event. 
Church hall committee. 

Reflections in Advent - Do join us for a time 
of quiet reflection and prayer during Advent 
in St Mary's Church starting on Wednesday 
4th December.at 11.15am. Further details 
from Freda on 562366.  

100 Club Draw - took place before the 
9.30am Sung Eucharist service at St Mary’s 
on Sunday 10th November 2019 and the 
winners were 1st Prize Mary Phillips  2nd 
Prize. David Ravenscroft   3rd Prize. Ted 
Willis 
 
Volunteers at St Mary’s - We are looking for 
more people to help with: 
1. Sunday Kids                                                         
2. Vergers 
3. Organising seating for events and services  
If you are interested and would like some 
more information please speak to Sean or 
to Lou in the office. 
Thank you to Peter Reynolds for 
volunteering as Churches Together in Ross 
and District representative. 

 

https://rawchurch.org.uk/news/christmas-tree-festival/
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                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple  
Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke 
Introit: 360 Bring to the Lord a glad new 
song 
Psalm: 98  
Gradual: 217 The strife is o’er, the battle 
done 
Offertory: 519 Sometimes a light surprises 
the Christian while he sings 
Communion: Jesu, joy of man’s desiring - 
Bach 
Post Com: 818 To God be the glory  

9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
Entry: 19 All my hope on God is founded 
Gradual: 655 The Lord will come 
Offertory: 186 For the healing of the 
nations( or 396 Light a candle of 
thanksgiving) 
Sending out: 238 Go forth and tell  

11.15am Village Service - Brampton 
Abbotts School 
Canon Freda Davies 

11.30am Baptism - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 21st November  
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 24th November 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  All Age Worship - Ross 
11.15am Family Communion  -  
   Walford 
6.00pm  Choral Evensong - Ross 
 

Teams4u Shoebox Appeal. Thank you 
to all who either donated a filled shoe-
box or gave a donation towards the 
appeal. 42 Shoeboxes have been sent 
on there way in time for Christmas to 
deprived communities in Eastern  
Europe. For more information on the 
charity: www.teams4u.com Tina  
Raddenbury 

Coffee on a Tuesday -  is at 10.30am on 
Tuesday 26th November at the home of 
Sharon Rutter - 8 Green Meadows, 
Hom Green. HR9 7RE. Everyone is  
welcome. 

We welcome Isla Nicholls who has been 
baptised at Walford today 

http://www.teams4u.com

