
Christmas at the Cathedral 
Although I’ve been Dean for almost 18 years, I’m 
always discovering new things about the 
Cathedral – it’s a never-ending source of joy and 
inspiration. So, this Christmas, we’re offering a 
glimpse into what the Cathedral can teach us 
about the great festival. 
 
Why not join us for a journey of festive discovery 
as we explore Christmas through the ages? 
These tours are a wonderful way to discover 
more about Hereford Cathedral during this very 
special season as our experienced guides share 
snippets of Christmas knowledge. Each tour will 
feature a selection of little known stories and 
seasonal anecdotes which have been uncovered 
within the Cathedral archive. 
 
Here are the dates: 
Wednesday 11 December, 1.30pm 
Thursday 12 December, 12.30 pm 
Thursday 19 December, 11.30 am and 1.30 pm 
Friday 20 December, 1.30 pm 
Monday 30 December, 11.30 am and 1.30 pm 
Tuesday 31 December, 11.30 am and 1.30 pm 
Tickets are £7.50 from the Cathedral shop and 
include a mince pie and hot drink following the 
tour from the café. Telephone Peter Challenger 
on 01432 374202 to book. 

The Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rawchurch.org.uk (not Fri) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican.org 
Team Administrator: Louise Jarvis |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

2020 at the Cathedral 
2020 is a very special year at Hereford 
Cathedral. It is the 700th anniversary of the 
Canonisation of St Thomas of Hereford and we 
plan a series of events throughout the year – 
lectures, services, walks, a fun day for young 
people, ecumenical events and much more. 
There’s a new range of merchandise available 
from the Cathedral Shop and we plan several 
visits to churches in the diocese (especially 
Much Wenlock, Abbey Dore and Leominster 
Priory). 
 
How might your church join in the 
celebrations? How about inviting one of the 
Cathedral clergy to come and give a talk about 
St Thomas (we have a good power-point 
presentation)? Or why not consider having a 
parish morning at the Cathedral? Time for 
prayer at the shrine (we’ll meet you there) – a 
visit to Mappa Mundi – lunch or tea in the café 
- Evensong? We can tailor an event to your 
time-scale/interests. Do give it some thought; 
it’s a unique opportunity and won’t come again 
for many years! 
 
God bless you all at this Christmas-tide and 
throughout the coming year. 
 
Michael Tavinor 
Dean 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Almighty God, 
as your kingdom dawns, 
turn us from the darkness of sin to the 
light of holiness, 
that we may be ready to meet you 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our 
Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service 
and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter and Phoebe Aldrich  

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  
Peter Jordan, Jacqueline Perry, Gwen 
Winnel, David Davies & Lesley Pritchard 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Isaiah 2.1-5 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2 In days 
to come the mountain of the LORD’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains, and shall be raised above the 
hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3 
Many peoples shall come and say, ‘Come, 
let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; that he 
may teach us his ways and that we may 
walk in his paths.’ For out of Zion shall go 
forth instruction, and the word of the LORD 
from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between 
the nations, and shall arbitrate for many 
peoples; they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and their spears into pruning
-hooks; nation shall not lift up sword 

against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more. 5 O house of Jacob, come, let us 
walk in the light of the LORD! 

 
Second Reading Romans 13.11-14 

Brothers and sisters, you know what time 
it is, how it is now the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to 
us now than when we became believers; 
12 the night is far gone, the day is near. Let 
us then lay aside the works of darkness 
and put on the armour of light; 13 let us 
live honourably as in the day, not in 
revelling and drunkenness, not in 
debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarrelling and jealousy. 14 Instead, put on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires.  

Gospel Reading Matthew 24.36-44 

Jesus spoke to his disciples: 36 ‘About that 
day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 
For as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the day Noah 
entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing 
until the flood came and swept them all 
away, so too will be the coming of the Son 
of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; 
one will be taken and one will be left. 41 
Two women will be grinding meal 
together; one will be taken and one will be 
left. 42 Keep awake, therefore, for you do 
not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
43 But understand this: if the owner of the 
house had known in what part of the night 
the thief was coming, he would have 
stayed awake and would not have let his 
house be broken into. 44 Therefore you 
also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.’  



Reflections for Advent - will begin this 
Wednesday 4th December at 11.15am in St 
Mary's Church. Do join us each Wednesday in 
Advent for a time of quiet reflection and 
prayer. Further details from Freda on 562366 

Posada - Mary and Joseph and their diary 
have set out on their journey around the 
benefice. They will return in time for the 
Epiphany Party on January 4th - put the date 
in your diary tickets will be available soon. 
Freda. 

Coffee Morning - Saturday 7th December 
10.30am-12 noon in St Mary’s Church hall. 
Hosted by the flower arrangers. 

Ross Choral Society - will be singing in St 
Mary's on Saturday 14 December at 7.30pm: 
Mozart 'Sparrow Mass' and Purcell 'Dido and 
Aeneas', accompanied by the Musical and 
Amicable Society Orchestra conducted by our 
organist Adrian Taylor. Come and have a 
change from Christmas carols! Tickets £15 
from Rossiter Books or River Music, from 
society members or on the door. Janet 
Cooper 

A HUGE thank you - to everyone who helped 
with the Christmas Tree Festival at St Mary’s 
and made it such a success.  We welcomed 
about 1,000 adults and children into church 
and raised over £4,200 during the weekend. 
We served approximately 100 glasses of wine, 
200 mugs of coffee and tea, 200 portions of 
cake, accommodated 80 trees, moved 25 
tables and 200 chairs and swept up thousands 
of needles.  Thank you. Rachel Lewis 

Janet & Nick  Nelson - invite everyone to join 
them for a glass of Prosecco to celebrate their 
Ruby Wedding Anniversary after the 9.30 
service at St Mary's. 

NOTICES 
Volunteers at St Mary’s - We are looking 
for more people to help with: 
1. Sunday Kids                                                         
2. Vergers 
3. Organising seating for events and 
services  
If you are interested and would like some 
more information please speak to Sean or 
to Lou in the office. 
 
Parish Vision Day - 25th January 9.30am-
3.30pm at St Mary’s. Open to anyone to 
pray for what God is calling St Mary’s to 
be in this year. 

Sean will be on leave - from 27th 

November until 6th December. Please 

contact the clergy team or the office.  

St Michael’s Hospice/Churches Together 
'Light up a Life' service - This lovely 
service uses carols, the lighting of candles 
and prayers to help us remember those 
we have lost.  Please join us at the Roman 
Catholic Church, Sunday 1 Dec at 6.30pm  

Treasurer at St Mary’s - In April 2020, at 
our Annual Parochial Church meeting, we 
will need to appoint a new  
treasurer for St Mary’s. Please could we 
begin praying for such a person, and 
thinking who might have the needed 
skills. Sean 

Charitable Giving - Thank you to those 
who made nominations for charities for 
us to support this year.  The PCC have 
agreed payments of £900 each in  
support of the night shelter in  
Hereford, Church Missionary Society, the 
Ross Community Garden and the  
Orchard Trust. Peter Raddenbury 

 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe and 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate  

Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone 
Choir: Advent Prose verse 1 
Introit: 37 Hark what a sound 
Psalm: 122 
Gradual: 50 The advent of our King 
Offertory: 54 Wake, O wake with tidings 
Communion: Matin Responsory - Palestrina 
Post Com: 41 Lo, he comes with clouds 

9.30am Parish Communion and Baptism - 
Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
 
Entry hymn: 128 Come, thou long-expected 
Jesus. 
The ‘Gloria’ is omitted during Advent.  
Gospel Acclamation:  480 v1  O come, o come 
Emmanuel   
Baptism Hymn: 817 Have you heard the 
raindrops 
Sending out: 405 Lo, he comes with clouds 
descending  

 

11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts 
School 
Canon Freda Davies 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 5th December  
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 8th December 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Family Service  - Walford 
6pm  Choral Evensong - Ross 

Alpha - After 10 wonderful weeks we 
have completed our second Alpha Course 
at St Mary’s. Are you someone who is 
interested in doing the next Alpha Course 
or interested to know what it is all about? 
If so we are having an Alpha After Party 
and would like to extend our invitation to 
anyone who would like to come along 
and see what Alpha looks like. Tuesday 
3rd December, 7pm at St Mary’s Church. 
Christine and the Alpha Team. 

Prayers for St Mary's - will be said at 
midday in the chancel on Monday 2nd 
December. All are welcome to join us for 
a short time of prayer for a full church at 
every main service. 

A new curate for our Benefice - In July 

2020 we will welcome Tiffany who will 

begin her ministry as a curate in our  

Benefice. She is originally from America 

and has been in the UK for 8 years. She is 

married to Stephen, and they have a 3 

year old son, Liam. She comes to Ross-on

-Wye after 2 years of training at Trinity 

College Bristol. Before that, she ran a 

community centre working with north 

African and Middle Eastern immigrants in 

London. We look forward to her  

joining us. 

We welcome Juliette Eloise McClune 
who has been baptised at Walford 
Church today 

 

 


