
On the 12th of October there began a special 
festival celebrating 700 years of Saint Thomas 
of Hereford with a service of faith and 
reconciliation in the cathedral. Our Bishop 
Richard and the former Archbishop of 
Canterbury Rowan Williams spoke about the 
dispute that arose in the year 1282 between 
Thomas Cantilupe, Bishop of Hereford and 
the then Archbishop of Canterbury over land 
rights. Thomas died in Orvieto where he had 
received absolution from the Pope in 
penance for the dispute. In last week's 
service the two bishops modelled the accord 
with which Canterbury and Hereford work 
today, with reconciliation as a key theme of 
the present Archbishop Justin Welby. 
 
The church has always needed to be a voice 
of reconciliation amid the turmoil of 
continuing disputes. St Francis of Assisi who 
was remembered on the 4th of this month 
spent his life seeking to bring healing and 
unity. He was able to bring restoration to a 
dispute between Guido the Bishop of Assisi 
and the mayor of the town, whom the bishop 
had excommunicated. Knowing that both the 
mayor and the bishop held Francis in the 
highest esteem, Francis used a subtle 
nonviolent approach. He added another 
verse on peace to his Canticle of the 
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Creatures. He sent one of his brothers to 
invite the mayor to go to the bishop’s 
palace, and another to prepare the bishop. 
Francis did not go but remained in prayer. 
The brothers sang the canticle with its 
message of peace to the mayor and the 
bishop, which included the new verse: 
 
“Happy those who endure in peace, 
By you, Most High, they will be crowned.” 
 
Both were moved to great repentance and 
mutual embrace. In this moment, a 
centuries-old struggle for power ended. 
 
At this time of great change and division in 
our own country the Church continues to 
seek this way of reconciliation. I believe that 
all Christians have a duty to seek to bring 
people together rather than proclaiming 
their own particular viewpoint at this time. 
There has been much hurt and upset on 
both sides of the argument and I believe 
that everyone of us within the Church is 
able to be a voice of healing and 
reconciliation, 
 
Chris 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
God, our judge and saviour, 
teach us to be open to your truth 
and to trust in your love, 
that we may live each day 
with confidence in the salvation which is 
given  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
We praise and thank you,  
O Christ, for this sacred feast: 
for here we receive you, 
here the memory  
of your passion is renewed, 
here our minds are filled with grace, 
and here a pledge of future glory is given, 
when we shall feast  
at that table where you reign 
with all your saints for ever. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter & Phoebe Aldrich  

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
Louisa Jacobs, Madeline Wilken &  
Brian Evans 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Jeremiah.31.27-34 

27 The days are surely coming, says the 
LORD, when I will sow the house of Israel 
and the house of Judah with the seed of 
humans and the seed of animals. 28 And 
just as I have watched over them to pluck 
up and break down, to overthrow, 
destroy, and bring evil, so I will watch over 
them to build and to plant, says the LORD. 
29 In those days they shall no longer say: 
‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children’s teeth are set on edge.’ 30 
But all shall die for their own sins; the 
teeth of everyone who eats sour grapes 
shall be set on edge. 31 The days are 
surely coming, says the LORD, when I will 

make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not 
be like the covenant that I made with their 
ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
bring them out of the land of Egypt – a 
covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the LORD. 33 But this is 
the covenant that I will make with the 
house of Israel after those days, says the 
LORD: I will put my law within them, and I 
will write it on their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 34 
No longer shall they teach one another, or 
say to each other, ‘Know the LORD’, for 
they shall all know me, from the least of 
them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I 
will forgive their iniquity, and remember 
their sin no more.  

Second Reading 2 Timothy 3.14-4.5 

14 Continue in what you have learned and 
firmly believed, knowing from whom you 
learned it, 15 and how from childhood you 
have known the sacred writings that are 
able to instruct you for salvation through 
faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is 
inspired by God and is useful for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training 
in righteousness, 17 so that everyone who 
belongs to God may be proficient, 
equipped for every good work. In the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is 
to judge the living and the dead, and in 
view of his appearing and his kingdom, I 
solemnly urge you: 2 proclaim the 
message; be persistent whether the time is 
favourable or unfavourable; convince, 
rebuke, and encourage, with the utmost 
patience in teaching. 3 For the time is 
coming when people will not put up with 
sound doctrine, but having itching ears, 
they will accumulate for themselves 
teachers to suit their own desires, 4 and 
will turn away from listening to the truth 
and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, 



Coffee On A Tuesday - 22nd October at Bertie 

Comerford’s home - Arbour Hill House. HR9 
7TH. 10.30am -12 noon. Everyone welcome 

Christmas Tree Festival  22nd to 25th 
November at St Mary’s. Members of all our 
congregations, church groups or friends are 
invited to display a decorated tree at the 
festival. To reserve a space, please complete 
the online form at bit.ly/CTfestival19 or pick 
up a form from the back of the church and 
return it to the Rectory Office or give it to 
Rachel Lewis. 

Breast Cancer Haven - October is Breast 
Cancer Awareness month, a worldwide 
annual campaign highlighting the importance 
of breast cancer awareness, education, 
research and support. Breast Cancer Haven, 
Hereford supports people through their 
breast cancer and beyond. Their services are 
completely free of charge for all visitors, 
including family and loved ones. 01432 
361061 or www.breastcancerhaven.org.uk 

You are warmly invited to attend our 
fundraising event “An Evening with Dick 
Brice” at Walford Church, 7:30pm on Friday 
8th November. Dick is a fabulous local 
musician and entertainer. Tickets are £10 
which includes soft drinks and nibbles. Please 
feel free to bring your own beer or wine. 
Email Karen Chinn for tickets 
KAZLMOORE@hotmail.com. 

The 100 Club Draw for October was made 
before the 9.30am Sung Eucharist Service at 
St Mary’s  on Sunday 13th October 2019:  
1st Prize Cindy Trivett. 
2nd Prize. Derek Glover.   
3rd Prize.  Richard Mayo 

always be sober, endure suffering, do the 
work of an evangelist, carry out your 
ministry fully.  

Gospel Reading Luke 18.1-8 

Jesus told his disciples a parable about 
their need to pray always and not to lose 
heart.  2 He said, ‘In a certain city there 
was a judge who neither feared God nor 
had respect for people. 3 In that city there 
was a widow who kept coming to him and 
saying, “Grant me justice against my 
opponent.” 4 For a while he refused; but 
later he said to himself, “Though I have no 
fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 
yet because this widow keeps bothering 
me, I will grant her justice, so that she may 
not wear me out by continually coming.”’ 6 
And the Lord said, ‘Listen to what the 
unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant 
justice to his chosen ones who cry to him 
day and night? Will he delay long in 
helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly 
grant justice to them. And yet, when the 
Son of Man comes, will he find faith on 
earth?’  

NOTICES 

 

Christian Meditation Group at Walford 
Vicarage - The meditation group is now 
running permanently at Walford Vicarage 
on alternate Thursdays at 7.30pm It is led 
by Tina Jefferies who is a leader for the 
World Community for Christian Meditation 
(WCCM).  Please contact Chris if you would 
like to join the group. 

Teams4U Shoebox Appeal - Could I please 
have Shoeboxes by Sunday 27th October 
at the latest ready for me to deliver them 
to the warehouse in November thank you.  
Tina Raddenbury 01989 218295 
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                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard  

Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke 
Introit: 743 O God beyond all praising 
Psalm: 121 chant: Walford Davies (FD/CH) 
Gradual: 711 Like a mighty river flowing 
Offertory: 767 Prayer is the soul’s sincere 
desire 
Communion: View me, Lord - Lloyd 
Post Communion: 715 Lord for the years 

 
9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 

161 Father, hear the prayer we offer     
590 (verse 1 only) Seek ye first the kingdom 
of God 
409 Lord, for the years 
684 Thou whose almighty Word 
 

11.15am Village Service - Brampton 
Abbotts School 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
 
11.30am Baptism - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 24th October 
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 27th October 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  All Age Worship - Ross 
11.15am Family Service and Baptism - 
   Walford 
6.00pm  Choral Evensong - Ross 

Volunteers - We are looking for more 
people to help with Sunday Kids and as 
vergers. If you are interested and would 
like some more information please 
speak to Sean or to Lou in the office. 

Community Larder - On behalf of every-
one in the Community Larder may I 
thank you all for the very generous  
donations received following the recent 
Harvest Celebrations.  Your kindness and 
support is much appreciated. Lindsay 
Cole 

 

We welcome Riley Susans who has been 
baptised at Walford today 

http://www.oremus.org/hymnal/f/f055.html
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