
Recently, I was watching a mother coping 
with spoon feeding a young child in a 
restaurant and was taken with the way in 
which she mouthed ‘ta’ each time the 
toddler accepted a mouthful. Giving thanks 
was being inbred as a routine - words that 
become almost automatic in the many daily 
situations we experience. By contrast 
heartfelt sorrow, gratitude or concern 
requires a more reasoned input and a more 
sincere use of words. 

The lepers would have sought out Jesus for 
healing and then moved back to their 
priests for ritual cleansing and a return to 
their families. The joy of being restored to 
health and the ability to be normal were 
the inevitable drivers to most of the group. 
They may well have acknowledged their 
healer at the time but were too excited to 
return to show gratitude once back in 
society. An unloved foreigner did so. 

They had suffered, as millions still do, from 
a most debilitating bacterial illness which 
had dire social consequences. Because it 
was believed that it was contagious lepers 
were excluded from family and community, 
and for over two thousand years were 
unable to join temple or church worship. 

The Rev’d Sean Semple | 01989 562175 | sean@rawchurch.org.uk (not Fri) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican.org 
Team Administrator: Louise Jarvis |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

At present there are about a quarter of a 
million new cases each year with three 
million world-wide living with the disease, 
mostly in Africa, India and China, but multi-
drug therapies are having positive results. 
This work is supported in this country by 
The Leprosy Mission countering, where 
possible, the worst effects of nerve 
damage, blindness and limb amputation. 

 

Caring continues and evidence from Sri 
Lanka shows that those returning to their 
communities can become ambassadors 
sharing new knowledge of personal 
cleanliness, medicine routines, and clean 
water practices in gratitude for their 
restoration. Like the Samaritan, their 
expression of thankfulness is real. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Gracious God, 
you call us to fullness of life: 
deliver us from unbelief 
and banish our anxieties 
with the liberating love of Jesus Christ  
our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord, we pray that your grace 
may always precede and follow us, 
and make us continually to be given to all 
good works; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter & Phoebe Aldrich  

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Irene Spooner, John Spreadbury, Joan 
Clarke & Louisa Jacobs 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Jeremiah.29.1,4-7 

These are the words of the letter that the 
prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to 
the remaining elders among the exiles, 
and to the priests, the prophets, and all 
the people, whom Nebuchadnezzar had 
taken into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon. 4 Thus says the LORD of hosts, 
the God of Israel, to all the exiles whom I 
have sent into exile from Jerusalem to 
Babylon: 5 Build houses and live in them; 
plant gardens and eat what they produce. 
6 Take wives and have sons and 
daughters; take wives for your sons, and 
give your daughters in marriage, that they 
may bear sons and daughters; multiply 
there, and do not decrease. 7 But seek the 
welfare of the city where I have sent you 
into exile, and pray to the LORD on its 
behalf, for in its welfare you will find your 
welfare.  

Second Reading 2 Timothy 2.8-15 

8 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the 
dead, a descendant of David – that is my 
gospel, 9 for which I suffer hardship, even 
to the point of being chained like a 
criminal. But the word of God is not 
chained. 10 Therefore I endure everything 
for the sake of the elect, so that they may 
also obtain the salvation that is in Christ 
Jesus, with eternal glory. 11 The saying is 
sure: If we have died with him, we will also 
live with him; 12 if we endure, we will also 
reign with him; if we deny him, he will also 
deny us; 13 if we are faithless, he remains 
faithful – for he cannot deny himself. 14 
Remind them of this, and warn them 
before God that they are to avoid 
wrangling over words, which does no good 
but only ruins those who are listening. 15 
Do your best to present yourself to God as 
one approved by him, a worker who has 
no need to be ashamed, rightly explaining 
the word of truth. 

Gospel Reading Luke 17.11-19 

11 On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was 
going through the region between Samaria 
and Galilee. 12 As he entered a village, ten 
lepers approached him. Keeping their 
distance, 13 they called out, saying, ‘Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us!’ 14 When he 
saw them, he said to them, ‘Go and show 
yourselves to the priests.’ And as they 
went, they were made clean. 15 Then one 
of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back, praising God with a loud 
voice. 16 He prostrated himself at Jesus’ 
feet and thanked him. And he was a 
Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus asked, ‘Were not 
ten made clean? But the other nine, where 
are they? 18 Was none of them found to 
return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?’ 19 Then he said to the 
Samaritan, ‘Get up and go on your way; 
your faith has made you well.’  



Follow! 2019 - Inspiring each generation to 
Follow! Jesus Christ. Tuesday 15th October at 
St Laurence’s Church, Ludlow. 9.30am - 1pm, 
with Key Note address from Arch Bishop 
Justin Welby. We hope you can come. RSVP 
to: office@bishopofludlow.co.uk. For more 
information please contact Christine 

Breast Cancer Haven - October is Breast 
Cancer Awareness month, a worldwide 
annual campaign highlighting the importance 
of breast cancer awareness, education, 
research and support. Breast Cancer Haven, 
Hereford supports people through their 
breast cancer and beyond. Their services are 
completely free of charge for all visitors, 
including family and loved ones. 01432 
361061 or www.breastcancerhaven.org.uk 

You are warmly invited to attend our 
fundraising event “An Evening with Dick 
Brice” at Walford Church, 7:30pm on Friday 
8th November. Dick is a fabulous local 
musician and entertainer. Tickets are £10 
which includes soft drinks and nibbles. Please 
feel free to bring your own beer or wine. 
Email Karen Chinn for tickets 
KAZLMOORE@hotmail.com. 

Volunteers - We are looking for more people 
to help with Sunday Kids and as vergers. If 
you are interested and would like some more 
information please speak to Sean or to Lou in 
the office. 

NOTICES 

 

Christian Meditation Group at Walford 
Vicarage - The meditation group is now 
running permanently at Walford Vicarage 
on alternate Thursdays at 7.30pm It is led 
by Tina Jefferies who is a leader for the 
World Community for Christian Meditation 
(WCCM).  Please contact Chris if you would 
like to join the group. 

Christine - I am feeling much better and 
hope to be back at work next week. Thanks 
to everyone for all the kind messages and 
most especially their prayers. It has made 
such a difference and I have felt so loved. 
Also thank you to everyone who has stood 
in for me or covered things I would usually 
be at, it has been most appreciated. 
Christine 
 
Teams4U Shoebox Appeal - Could I please 
have Shoeboxes by Sunday 27th October 
at the latest ready for me to deliver them 
to the warehouse in November thank you.  
Tina Raddenbury 01989 218295 

Coffee On A Tuesday - 22nd October at 

Bertie Comerford’s home - Arbour Hill 
House. HR9 7TH. 10.30am -12 noon. 
Everyone welcome 

Contemplative Prayer Group will meet at 
Freda's home on Wednesday 16th October 
at 11 am. Do join us if you would like to try 
this form of silent prayer. Further details 
from Freda on 562366. 

Christmas Tree Festival  22nd to 25th 
November at St Mary’s. Members of all 
our congregations, church groups or 
friends are invited to display a decorated 
tree at the festival. To reserve a space, 
please complete the online form at bit.ly/
CTfestival19 or pick up a form from the 
back of the church and return it to the 
Rectory Office or give it to Rachel Lewis. 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 17th October 
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 20th October 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Parish Communion - Walford 
11.15am Village Service - Brampton  
   Abbotts 
11.30am Baptism - Walford 

mailto:KAZLMOORE@hotmail.com


                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple  

Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening 
Introit: 691 Jesus shall reign 
Psalm: 111 
Gradual: 135 Take up thy cross 
Offertory: 512 Christ’s is the world in which 
we move 
Communion: Cantique de Jean Racine - 
Faure 
Post Communion: 520 Thine arm, O Lord, 
in days of old 

 
9.30am Family Service - Walford 
Canon Freda Davies 

450 Morning has broken 
658 There is a redeemer 
887 Thank you Lord 
525 One more Step 
 

6.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
Dr Derek Glover 
 
Hymn: 823 Who would true valour see 
Responses: Radcliffe 
Psalm: 111 
Hymn: 595 Be thou my vision 
Canticles: Brewer in D 
Anthem: Tho knowest, Lord - Purcell 
Hymn: 721 Love divine 
 

Communion: Cantique de Jean Racine - 
Faure 

Verbe égal au Très-Haut, notre unique 
espérance,  
Jour éternel de la terre et des cieux;  
De la paisible nuit nous rompons le silence,  
Divin Sauveur, jette sur nous les yeux!  

Répands sur nous le feu de ta grâce puis-
sante,  
Que tout l'enfer fuie au son de ta voix;  
Dissipe le sommeil d'une âme languis-
sante,  
Qui la conduit à l'oubli de tes lois!  

O Christ, sois favorable à ce peuple fidèle  
Pour te bénir maintenant rassemblé.  
Reçois les chants qu'il offre à ta gloire im-
mortelle,  
Et de tes dons qu'il retourne comblé! 

Translation: 

O Word, equal of the most high, 

Our sole hope, eternal day of earth and 

the heavens, 

We break the silence of the peaceful night. 

Divine Saviour, cast thine eyes upon us! 

 

Shed the light of thy mighty grace upon us. 

Let all hell flee at the sound of thy voice. 

Dispel the slumber of a languishing soul 

That leads it to the forgetting of thy laws! 

 

O Christ, be favourable unto this faithful 

people 

Now gathered to bless thee. 

Receive the hymns it offers unto thine 

immortal glory 

And may it return laden with thy gifts. 


