
The funny thing about Harvest Festival is 
that when we lived in the city (Bristol) the 
church was full of apples, marrows and 
tomatoes. Now we live in the country 
(Ross) the church is full of tins and packets. 
But although less decorative rightly so, tins 
and packets are of more use to the Food 
Larder than fresh produce. Yet, are we 
supporting ‘Fair Trade’ or ‘Big Business’? 

From the sixteenth century European 
empires were built on trade. Europeans 
wanted to get their hands on everything… 
silver; slaves; sugar; spices. But they didn’t 
just want the goods, they wanted the 
profits that went with controlling the trade 
as well. As Sir Walter Raleigh pointed out 

“Whosoever commands the trade of the 
world commands the riches of the world 
and hence the world itself.” But many 
centuries earlier God had said through the 
prophet Isaiah, “remove the chains of 
oppression and the yoke of injustice and let 
the oppressed go free” 

Does this change the argument about 
International Trade from an economic one 
to a moral issue? 

Firstly, should poor countries have to follow 
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trade policies laid down for them by an 
international community dominated by the 
rich, or should they be free to choose the 
policies they believe in? 

Secondly, when people’s lives depend on 
the outcome, should the weak be made to 
compete on equal terms with the strong? 

The tins and packets we donate this 
morning will undoubtedly benefit the poor 
of Ross: but what about the poor of the 
world? 

What we have brought to the service this 
morning could have come either through 
the ‘Big Business’ trade system supported 
by the rich and strong, or through the ‘Fair 
Trade’ system supported by the poor and 
weak. The choice is totally ours but how 
good it would be to have a bias to the poor 
and weak.  
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Everlasting God, 
you have ordained and constituted 
the ministries of angels and mortals in a 
wonderful order: 
grant that as your holy angels always 
serve you in heaven, 
so, at your command, 
they may help and defend us on earth; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord of heaven, 
in this eucharist you have brought us near 
to an innumerable company of angels 
and to the spirits of the saints made 
perfect: 
as in this food of our earthly pilgrimage 
we have shared their fellowship, 
so may we come to share their joy in 
heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter, Marcus Constance & 
Phoebe Aldrich 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Irene Spooner, John Churchill and  
Anne Walters 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Genesis 28.10-17 

10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went 
towards Haran. 11 He came to a certain 
place and stayed there for the night, 
because the sun had set. Taking one of 
the stones of the place, he put it under his 
head and lay down in that place. 12 And 
he dreamed that there was a ladder set 
up on the earth, the top of it reaching to 

heaven; and the angels of God were 
ascending and descending on it. 13 And 
the LORD stood beside him and said, ‘I am 
the LORD, the God of Abraham your father 
and the God of Isaac; the land on which 
you lie I will give to you and to your 
offspring; 14 and your offspring shall be 
like the dust of the earth, and you shall 
spread abroad to the west and to the east 
and to the north and to the south; and all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed in 
you and in your offspring. 15 Know that I 
am with you and will keep you wherever 
you go, and will bring you back to this land; 
for I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have promised you.’ 16 Then Jacob 
woke from his sleep and said, ‘Surely the 
LORD is in this place – and I did not know 
it!’ 17 And he was afraid, and said, ‘How 
awesome is this place! This is none other 
than the house of God, and this is the gate 
of heaven.’ 

Second Reading Revelation 12.7-12 

7 War broke out in heaven; Michael and 
his angels fought against the dragon. The 
dragon and his angels fought back, 8 but 
they were defeated, and there was no 
longer any place for them in heaven. 9 The 
great dragon was thrown down, that 
ancient serpent, who is called the Devil 
and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world 
– he was thrown down to the earth, and 
his angels were thrown down with him. 10 
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, 
proclaiming, ‘Now have come the salvation 
and the power and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of his Messiah, for 
the accuser of our comrades has been 
thrown down, who accuses them day and 
night before our God. 11 But they have 
conquered him by the blood of the Lamb 
and by the word of their testimony, for 
they did not cling to life even in the face of 
death. 12 Rejoice then, you heavens and 



NOTICES 

 

Christian Meditation Group at Walford 
Vicarage: The meditation group is now 
running permanently at Walford Vicarage 
on alternate Thursdays at 7.30pm It is led by 
Tina Jefferies who is a leader for the World 
Community for Christian Meditation 
(WCCM).  Please contact Chris if you would 
like to join the group. 

Kneelers are available from beside the 
sidespersons' table for anyone who wants 
to use them during the service, either to 
kneel on or to put their feet on.  Janet 
Cooper 
 
Golden Wedding - There will be cake served 
at coffee-time today at St Mary’s, to 
celebrate the Golden Wedding of John and 
Helen Setchfield on Friday September 27th. 
 
Coffee Morning - Saturday 5th October 
10.30am-12 noon in St Mary’s. Hosted by 
The Friends of St Mary’s. 

Mothers Union  - will meet at 2pm in St 
Mary’s church hall, Wednesday Oct 2nd 
when the speaker will be Tim Shelley from 
Ross Community garden. Margaret Willis 

Teams4U Shoebox Appeal. Could I please 
have Shoeboxes by Sunday 27th October at 
the latest ready for me to deliver them to 
the warehouse in November thank you.  
Tina Raddenbury 01989 218295 

Paddle & Praise - Monday 30th September. 
Contact Wendy Alston 

Toast - continues and we have a healthy 
crop of new mums joining us. If you would 
like to join the extra helpers on the Toast 
rota please let me know. Christine 

 

those who dwell in them! But woe to the 
earth and the sea, for the devil has come 
down to you with great wrath, because 
he knows that his time is short!’ 

Gospel Reading John 1.47-end 

47 When Jesus saw Nathanael coming 
towards him, he said of him, ‘Here is 
truly an Israelite in whom there is no 
deceit!’ 48 Nathanael asked him, ‘Where 
did you come to know me?’ Jesus 
answered, ‘I saw you under the fig tree 
before Philip called you.’ 49 Nathanael 
replied, ‘Rabbi, you are the Son of God! 
You are the King of Israel!’ 50 Jesus 
answered, ‘Do you believe because I told 
you that I saw you under the fig tree? 
You will see greater things than these.’ 
51And he said to him, ‘Very truly, I tell 
you, you will see heaven opened and the 
angels of God ascending and descending 
upon the Son of Man.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
 
9.30am All Age Harvest - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple & Christine 
Cattanach  

See separate order of service 
 
9.30am All Age Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 

See separate order of service 

11.15am Patronal Festival - Brampton 
Abbotts  
The Rev’d Sean Semple & Canon Freda 
Davies 

See separate order of service 

11.30am Baptism - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
 

Coffee On A Tuesday - 22nd October at 
Arbour Hill House. HR9 7TH. 10.30am -12 
noon. Everyone welcome 

Alpha  - has made a great start with 18 
new guests and a few welcome faces 
from the last course who have certainly 
inspired many of the new guests to come 
around. A big thankyou to everyone who 
has helped so far with catering, set up, 
welcome and washing up and facilitating 
the small groups, it has been a very 
positive team effort. We can always use a 
few extras on the rota, so wouldn’t need 
to be a weekly commitment if you feel 
you would like to come along, please let 
me know. Otherwise please do continue 
pray. Many thanks Christine 

Simons Installation - For those who were 
unable to attend Simon’s Installation 
service, we did manage to video it. I hope 
to put the video on YouTube today and 
will put a link on Facebook. If you are not 
on social media, I can email you a link, or 
let me know and I will find a way for you 
to watch it. Christine 

 

 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 3rd October 
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 6th October 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Parish Communion & Harvest  
   Thanksgiving - Walford 
11.15am Café Church - Brampton  
   Abbotts School 
11.30am Baptism - Ross 


