
I wonder, have you ever thought about the 
choices we make, or are made for us, in 
life? Some are mundane choices about 
what to eat, what to wear, whether to go 
out or to stay in and so on; others can be 
life changing – choices about careers, 
where we might live and who with – 
choices that form us into the people we 
become.  

Perhaps even more difficult are choices we 
make for other people. Those of us who 
have children will probably remember 
agonising about what schools they might 
attend and so on. Then, as those children 
begin to make choices for themselves, we 
must stand back and support them in the 
choices they make. Sometimes, as people 
become older and less able, the role is 
reversed and children whose parents once 
made life choices for them must make 
decisions about their parents’ care. 

Yesterday, 21st September, the church 
celebrated the feast of Matthew Apostle 
and Evangelist. A tax collector in 
Capernaum, Matthew was much despised 
by his compatriots because of his choice of 
work. The Romans employed local people 
to collect taxes from the Jews, but often 
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these tax collectors would charge more 
than the Roman levy and pocket the 
difference. It was surprising, then, that 
Jesus chose someone like Matthew to be 
one of his followers, but Jesus loved him for 
who he was and forgave him. Matthew 
responded by making the most life 
changing choice – to leave his old life 
behind to follow Jesus. 

Today our Confirmation candidates take an 
important step in their journey of faith, 
because they have made the choice to 
affirm the promises made at their baptism 
to turn to Christ and to believe and trust in 
the Triune God – Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. For the rest of us, our role is to pray 
with and for them and support them as we 
welcome them today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Merciful God, 
your Son came to save us 
and bore our sins on the cross: 
may we trust in your mercy 
and know your love, 
rejoicing in the righteousness 
that is ours through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord God, the source of truth and love, 
keep us faithful to the apostles’ teaching 
and fellowship, 
united in prayer  
and the breaking of bread, 
and one in joy and simplicity of heart, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter & Marcus Constance 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Colin Taylor, Janet Howel & Cyril Powell  
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Jeremiah 8.18-9.1 

The word of the Lord through the prophet: 
18 My joy is gone, grief is upon me, my 
heart is sick. 19 Hark, the cry of my poor 
people from far and wide in the land: ‘Is 
the LORD not in Zion? Is her King not in 
her?’ (‘Why have they provoked me to 
anger with their images, with their foreign 
idols?’) 20 ‘The harvest is past, the 
summer is ended, and we are not saved.’ 
21 For the hurt of my poor people I am 
hurt, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold 
of me. 22 Is there no balm in Gilead? Is 
there no physician there? Why then has 
the health of my poor people not been 
restored? 1 O that my head were a spring 
of water, and my eyes a fountain of tears, 
so that I might weep day and night for the 
slain of my poor people! 

Second Reading 1 Timothy 2.1-7 

My dearly beloved, 1 I urge that 
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2 for 
kings and all who are in high positions, so 
that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life 
in all godliness and dignity. 3 This is right 
and is acceptable in the sight of God our 
Saviour, 4 who desires everyone to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
5 For there is one God; there is also one 
mediator between God and humankind, 
Christ Jesus, himself human, 6 who gave 
himself a ransom for all - this was attested 
at the right time.  7 For this I was appointed 
a herald and an apostle (I am telling the 
truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the 
Gentiles in faith and truth.  

Gospel Reading Luke 16.1-13 

Jesus said to the disciples, ‘There was a rich 
man who had a manager, and charges were 
brought to him that this man was 
squandering his property. 2 So he 
summoned him and said to him, “What is 
this that I hear about you? Give me an 
account of your management, because you 
cannot be my manager any longer.” 3 Then 
the manager said to himself, “What will I 
do, now that my master is taking the 
position away from me? I am not strong 
enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 I 
have decided what to do so that, when I am 
dismissed as manager, people may 
welcome me into their homes.” 5 So, 
summoning his master’s debtors one by 
one, he asked the first, “How much do you 
owe my master?” 6 He answered, “A 
hundred jugs of olive oil.” He said to him, 
“Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make 
it fifty.” 7 Then he asked another, “And how 
much do you owe?” He replied, “A hundred 
containers of wheat.” He said to him, “Take 
your bill and make it eighty.” 8 And his 
master commended the dishonest manager 



NOTICES 

 

Christian Meditation Group at Walford 
Vicarage: The meditation group is now 
running permanently at Walford Vicarage 
on alternate Thursdays at 7.30pm It is led by 
Tina Jefferies who is a leader for the World 
Community for Christian Meditation 
(WCCM).  Please contact Chris if you would 
like to join the group. 

Kneelers are available from beside the 
sidespersons' table for anyone who wants 
to use them during the service, either to 
kneel on or to put their feet on.  Janet 
Cooper 
 
Harvest Supper - Saturday 28th September, 
7pm in St Mary’s church hall. Good food, 
good company, a bargain for £10.00. Tickets 
from Margaret Mason 

The 100 Club Draw took place before the 
9.30am Sung Eucharist Service at St Mary’s 
and the winning numbers were: 
1st Prize  Lynda Rodger  2nd Prize Gerald 
Francis  3rd Prize Patricia Langston 

Coffee On A Tuesday - Judith and Tarquin 
Wiggins will be hosting COAT on Tuesday 
24th September 10am to 12 noon. Their 
address is 3 Green Meadows, Hom Green 
HR9 7RE. Everyone is welcome 

Coach to Lugwardine. The coach for 
Simon's installation on 26th September will 
leave from entrance to the Wilton car park 
at 6pm.; please be punctual. The cost will be 
£6, payable in cash on the coach - correct 
money if possible, please. Janet  

Hedgehog Festival - today Sunday 22nd 

September, 11am - 4pm next to the Hope & 

Anchor pub in Ross. Enjoy celebrating 

hedgehogs and other wildlife.  

 

because he had acted shrewdly; for the 
children of this age are more shrewd in 
dealing with their own generation than 
are the children of light. 9 And I tell you, 
make friends for yourselves by means of 
dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, 
they may welcome you into the eternal 
homes.10 Whoever is faithful in a very 
little is faithful also in much; and whoever 
is dishonest in a very little is dishonest also 
in much. 11 If then you have not been 
faithful with the dishonest wealth, who 
will entrust to you the true riches? 12 And 
if you have not been faithful with what 
belongs to another, who will give you 
what is your own? 13 No slave can serve 
two masters; for a slave will either hate 
the one and love the other, or be devoted 
to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth.’  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Chris Blanchard 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist & Confirmation - Ross 
Bishop Richard & all the clergy 
 
See separate Order of Service 
 

6.00pm Evening Prayer - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 

 
 
 

Alpha - Many thanks for all the help that 
people have offered toward our 
forthcoming Alpha course. We are so 
appreciative of the way people have 
come forward to help, especially the 
Alpha Chefs. Alpha begins this coming 
Tuesday 24th September at 7pm, in St 
Mary’s Church. We ask now as a church 
that we pray for all practicalities, for the 
helpers, Catering Team, Alpha Ministry 
Team and most especially for our guests. 
Christine 

Hope Mansell Church (HR9 5TL), Friday 
to Sunday, 20th to 22nd September 
10am-4pm  View and interact with a wide 
range of art and craft exhibits. These 
include: painting, embroidery, knitting, 
wood turning, tatting, furniture making 
and teddy bear making. The festival is 
free with the option of a donation to 
church funds. Tea, coffee and cake 
available. 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 26th September 
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 29th September  
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  All Age Worship Harvest - Ross 
9.30am  All Age Communion - Walford 
11.15am Family Service - Brampton  
   Abbotts 
11.30am Baptism - Walford 

For your prayers, 

We welcome  Maxence McClune, 
Harry Reeves, Laura Murray and 
Amber Clarke who have been  
confirmed today at St Mary’s 


