
I have now been 4 weeks in post – and it 
sometimes feels like 4 months! So many 
new names to learn; committees to attend, 
and different procedures to learn. The best 
analogy I have found to describe how I feel 
is that of driving a new or unfamiliar car – 
one knows how to drive, but working out 
where the windscreen wipers are and how 
to find Radio 4 can take a bit of time! 
Nonetheless I feel very fulfilled in my work, 
and am loving getting to know people and 
entering into the life and witness of the 
parishes. The line from Ecclesiastes comes 
readily to mind, “…it is God’s gift that all 
should eat and drink and take pleasure in 
all their toil.” (3:13)  

To stretch the motoring metaphor a little 
further – we get into cars to travel from 
where we are to where we want or need to 
be, and so it is with the church. The church 
is a vehicle that facilitates movement! A 
journey from self-centredness to God- and 
neighbour-centredness. From existing for 
our own sake to existing for the sake of the 
community around us. The church is always 
inviting the Holy Spirit to work through its 
sacraments, preaching and gathering to 
move people’s attitudes and behaviours so 
that they become more Christ-like. When 
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there is no movement in a church, no sense 
of being on a journey, it is like people sitting 
in a car with the engine running and the 
parking brake on! It might be a very nice car 
to sit in – but that’s not what cars were 
intended for!  

What journey are we on as the Benefice of 
Ross? Where are we headed? These are 
such important questions as the answers 
will determine our course, our focus, how 
we make a difference in our communities. 
They will shape our thinking, our agendas 
and our budgets. But crucially the answer 
to these questions must come from God. 
God’s will must be done here, not mine or 
yours. And so, we must put these questions 
to God, and prayerfully and collectively 
discern the answers.  This is the process I 
am committed to, and will begin to 
facilitate in 2020.  

Until then, please be patient with me.  
I sometimes activate the wipers instead of 
the indicators!  

Love and blessings 

Sean 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Almighty God, 
you search us and know us: 
may we rely on you in strength 
and rest on you in weakness, 
now and in all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God our creator, 
you feed your children with the true 
manna, 
the living bread from heaven: 
let this holy food sustain us through our 
earthly pilgrimage 
until we come to that place 
where hunger and thirst are no more; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter, Marcus Constance, John 
Greer 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Cyril Powell, Keith Taylor & Raymond 
Cain 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Jeremiah 4.11-12, 22-28 

11 At that time it will be said to this 
people and to Jerusalem: A hot wind 
comes from me out of the bare heights in 
the desert towards my poor people, not 
to winnow or cleanse – 12 a wind too 
strong for that. Now it is I who speak in 
judgement against them.  
22 ‘For my people are foolish, they do not 
know me; they are stupid children, they 
have no understanding. They are skilled in 
doing evil, but do not know how to do 
good.’ 23 I looked on the earth, and lo, it 
was waste and void;  and to the heavens, 
and they had no light. 24 I looked on the 
mountains, and lo, they were quaking, 

and all the hills moved to and fro. 25 I 
looked, and lo, there was no one at all, and 
all the birds of the air had fled. 26 I looked, 
and lo, the fruitful land was a desert, and 
all its cities were laid in ruins before the 
LORD, before his fierce anger. 27 For thus 
says the LORD: The whole land shall be a 
desolation; yet I will not make a full end. 
28 Because of this the earth shall mourn, 
and the heavens above grow black; for I 
have spoken, I have purposed; I have not 
relented nor will I turn back.  

Second Reading 1 Timothy 1.12-17 

12 I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, 
who has strengthened me, because he 
judged me faithful and appointed me to 
his service, 13 even though I was formerly 
a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a man of 
violence. But I received mercy because I 
had acted ignorantly in unbelief, 14 and 
the grace of our Lord overflowed for me 
with the faith and love that are in Christ 
Jesus. 15 The saying is sure and worthy of 
full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners – of whom I am 
the foremost. 16 But for that very reason I 
received mercy, so that in me, as the 
foremost, Jesus Christ might display the 
utmost patience, making me an example 
to those who would come to believe in him 
for eternal life. 17 To the King of the ages, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be 
honour and glory for ever and ever. Amen.  

Gospel Reading Luke 15.1-10 

All the tax-collectors and sinners were 
coming near to listen to Jesus. 2 And the 
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling 
and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners 
and eats with them.’ 3 So he told them this 
parable: 4 ‘Which one of you, having a 
hundred sheep and losing one of them, 
does not leave the ninety-nine in the 
wilderness and go after the one that is lost 



NOTICES 

 

Bishop Richard is coming to St. Mary's Ross 
at 9.30am on Sunday 22nd September for a 
Service of Confirmation. This will be a 
United Service for the Benefice, so that we 
can all come from our parishes to support 
the candidates, therefore there will be no  
service at Walford.  Chris 

Christian Meditation Group at Walford 
Vicarage: The meditation group is now 
running permanently at Walford Vicarage 
on alternate Thursdays at 7.30pm It is led by 
Tina Jefferies who is a leader for the World 
Community for Christian Meditation 
(WCCM).  Please contact Chris if you would 
like to join the group. 

Kneelers are available from beside the 
sidespersons' table for anyone who wants 
to use them during the service, either to 
kneel on or to put their feet on.  Janet 
Cooper 

Service at Lugwardine on 26 September. 
We have been asked by the organisers of 
Simon's installation service to tell them how 
many people to expect from Ross, so that 
they can keep seats (and refreshments!) for 
us. Please would those planning to travel 
independently let me know as soon as 
possible and I will pass the information on.  
Janet Cooper 
(janetcooper272@btinternet.com or phone 
769266) 
 
Harvest Supper - Saturday 28th September, 
7pm in St Mary’s church hall. Good food, 
good company, a bargain for £10.00. Tickets 
from Margaret Mason 
 
 
 

until he finds it? 5 When he has found it, 
he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices.     
6 And when he comes home, he calls 
together his friends and neighbours, 
saying to them, “Rejoice with me, for I 
have found my sheep that was lost.” 7 
Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy 
in heaven over one sinner who repents 
than over ninety-nine righteous persons 
who need no repentance. 8 Or what 
woman having ten silver coins, if she 
loses one of them, does not light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully 
until she finds it? 9 When she has found 
it, she calls together her friends and 
neighbours, saying, “Rejoice with me, for 
I have found the coin that I had lost.” 10 
Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner who repents.’  
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                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist & RBL Service - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple & Dr Derek Glover 
Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke 
Introit: 103 O worship the Lord in the beauty 
Psalm: 51.1-11 
Gradual: 140 All ye who seek for sure relief 
Offertory: 147 My song is love unknown 
Communion: The Father’s love - Lole 
Post Com: 766 Praise my soul, the King of 
heaven 

9.30am Forest Church - Walford 
Christine Cattanach & Jo Childs  
 

11.15am Village Service - Brampton Abbotts 
School 
Canon Freda Davies & The Rev’d Sean Semple 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Contemplative Prayer - will be on 
Wednesday 18th September at 11am at 
Freda’s home. Freda 562366 

Teams4U Shoebox Appeal 2019 -  
Leaflets for the appeal are available at 
the back of the Church. I will need the 
boxes by Sunday 27th October, please. 
I have empty shoe 

boxes if anyone needs one.  
Tina Raddenbury 01989 218295 

Alpha - Good news. On Monday a 
sudden flurry of interest in the 
forthcoming Alpha Course means that 
we are almost at capacity. If you would 
still like to join us, or know someone 
whom you would like to invite, please 
let us know as soon possible. The 
course begins at 7pm on Tuesday 
September 24th. Christine 

Alpha Helpers - If you are in the Alpha 
Helping Team (not Alpha Chefs) we 
have a final training session on Tuesday 
at 2pm in the Hall. Christine 

All Age Harvest - St Mary’s next All Age 
Service will be on Sunday 29th 
September at 9.30. It would be great if 
people could bring dried goods or tins 
so we can make a collection to donate 
to the Community Food Larder. Let us 
bless this wonderful work especially as 
stocks of everything are running low at 
this time. Sean and Christine 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 19th September 
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 22nd September  
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist & Confirmation - 
   Ross 
6.00pm  Said Evensong - Ross 


