
As a fairly traditional Anglican priest I 
have in the past been against any radical 
change in the life of the Church. I had 
what might be called a pharisaic and 
exclusive view of other branches of the 
Christian faith.  
 
As Vicar of the Priory Church in the Parish 
of Chepstow I was approached by a group 
of people from some of the other 
churches in the town to ask if I would be 
interested in running an Alpha Course and 
maybe hosting an Alpha Supper in the 
priory church. A lady had apparently had 
a vision of Christians of various 
denominations coming together in an 
ancient medieval building which looked 
like St, Mary’s Chepstow. The problem 
was they had to get past me, and I had no 
desire to work with Christians beyond the 
boundaries of my own parish. 
 
One evening as I stood alone before the 
altar of the church I was aware of God 
speaking directly to me and asking me 
why I was causing division in the life of 
the wider Church. In a moment I found 
myself on my knees aware of my own 
part in the sinful divisions of the Church. I 
realised that I needed to surrender my 
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will to the will of God in order to allow the 
Holy Spirit to work in my life. 
 
Within the next few months we had worked 
together on a new Alpha Course for the 
town in which all the churches participated, 
the beginning of a new and generous 
working together for the whole Christian 
community.  
 
I am certain that the decision to start an 
Alpha Course in our parishes will be a great 
help on our own journeys of faith as we 
seek to listen to God’s call to us. I would 
urge you to think of that calling to you at 
this time and consider joining the Alpha 
Course this week. It may be that you will 
find that God is inviting you on a new and 
life-changing adventure. 
 
 
Chris 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
God of constant mercy, 
who sent your Son to save us: 
remind us of your goodness, 
increase your grace within us, 
that our thankfulness may grow, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of all mercy, 
in this eucharist you have set aside our 
sins 
and given us your healing: 
grant that we who are made whole in 
Christ 
may bring that healing to this broken 
world, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter, Marcus Constance, John 
Greer 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Cyril Powell, Keith Taylor & Raymond 
Cain 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Jeremiah 18.1-11 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the 
Lord: 2 ‘Come, go down to the potter’s 
house, and there I will let you hear my 
words.’ 3 So I went down to the potter’s 
house, and there he was working at his 
wheel. 4 The vessel he was making of clay 
was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he 
reworked it into another vessel, as seemed 
good to him. 5 Then the word of the LORD 
came to me: 6 Can I not do with you, O 
house of Israel, just as this potter has 
done? says the LORD. Just like the clay in 
the potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, 
O house of Israel. 7 At one moment I may 
declare concerning a nation or a kingdom,  

that I will pluck up and break down and 
destroy it, 8 but if that nation, concerning 
which I have spoken, turns from its evil, I 
will change my mind about the disaster that 
I intended to bring on it. 9 And at another 
moment I may declare concerning a nation 
or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, 10 
but if it does evil in my sight, not listening to 
my voice, then I will change my mind about 
the good that I had intended to do to it. 11 
Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says 
the LORD: Look, I am a potter shaping evil 
against you and devising a plan against you. 
Turn now, all of you from your evil way, and 
amend your ways and your doings.  

Second Reading Philemon 1-21 

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy 
our brother, To Philemon our dear friend 
and co-worker, 2 to Apphia our sister, to 
Archippus our fellow-soldier, and to the 
church in your house: 3 Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 4 When I remember you in my 
prayers, I always thank my God  
5 because I hear of your love for all the 
saints and your faith towards the Lord 
Jesus. 6 I pray that the sharing of your faith 
may become effective when you perceive all 
the good that we may do for Christ. 7 I have 
indeed received much joy and 
encouragement from your love, because 
the hearts of the saints have been refreshed 
through you, my brother. 8 For this reason, 
though I am bold enough in Christ to 
command you to do your duty, 9 yet I would 
rather appeal to you on the basis of love – 
and I, Paul, do this as an old man, and now 
also as a prisoner of Christ Jesus. 10 I am 
appealing to you for my child, Onesimus, 
whose father I have become during my 
imprisonment. 11Formerly he was useless 
to you, but now he is indeed useful both to 
you and to me. 12 I am sending him, that is, 



ten thousand to oppose the one who comes 
against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he 
cannot, then, while the other is still far 
away, he sends a delegation and asks for 
the terms of peace. 33 So therefore, none of 
you can become my disciple if you do not 
give up all your possessions.’  

 

NOTICES 

 

Bishop Richard is coming to St. Mary's Ross 
at 9.30am on Sunday 22nd September for a 
Service of Confirmation. This will be a 
United Service for the Benefice, so that we 
can all come from our parishes to support 
the candidates, therefore there will be no 
be a service at Walford.  Chris 

Christian Meditation Group at Walford 
Vicarage: The meditation group is now 
running permanently at Walford Vicarage 
on alternate Thursdays at 7.30pm It is led by 
Tina Jefferies who is a leader for the World 
Community for Christian Meditation 
(WCCM).  Please contact Chris if you would 
like to join the group. 

Kneelers are available from beside the 
sidespersons' table for anyone who wants 
to use them during the service, either to 
kneel on or to put their feet on.  Janet 
Cooper 

Service at Lugwardine on 26 September. 
We have been asked by the organisers of 
Simon's installation service to tell them how 
many people to expect from Ross, so that 
they can keep seats (and refreshments!) for 
us. Please would those planning to travel 
independently let me know as soon as 
possible and I will pass the information on. 
There are still a few seats on the coach, if 
anyone would like to take one. Please 
contact me. Janet Cooper 
(janetcooper272@btinternet.com or phone 
769266) 

my own heart, back to you. 13 I wanted to 
keep him with me, so that he might be of 
service to me in your place during my 
imprisonment for the gospel; 14 but I 
preferred to do nothing without your 
consent, in order that your good deed 
might be voluntary and not something 
forced. 15 Perhaps this is the reason he 
was separated from you for a while, so 
that you might have him back for ever, 16 
no longer as a slave but more than a slave, 
a beloved brother – especially to me but 
how much more to you, both in the flesh 
and in the Lord. 17 So if you consider me 
your partner, welcome him as you would 
welcome me. 18 If he has wronged you in 
any way, or owes you anything, charge 
that to my account. 19 I, Paul, am writing 
this with my own hand: I will repay it. I say 
nothing about your owing me even your 
own self. 20 Yes, brother, let me have this 
benefit from you in the Lord! Refresh my 
heart in Christ. 21 Confident of your 
obedience, I am writing to you, knowing 
that you will do even more than I say. 

Gospel Reading Luke 14.25-33 

25 Large crowds were travelling with 
Jesus; and he turned and said to them, 26 
‘Whoever comes to me and does not hate 
father and mother, wife and children, 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even life 
itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever 
does not carry the cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of 
you, intending to build a tower, does not 
first sit down and estimate the cost, to see 
whether he has enough to complete it? 29 
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation 
and is not able to finish, all who see it will 
begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, “This 
fellow began to build and was not able to 
finish.” 31 Or what king, going out to wage 
war against another king, will not sit down 
first and consider whether he is able with 
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                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
 
9.30am Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple & Canon Freda Davies 
Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening 
Introit: 1 Awake my soul and with the sun 
Psalm: 1 
Gradual: 604 Brother, sister let me serve 
Offertory: 487 Christ is the one who calls 
Communion: To be a pilgrim - Burt 
Post Com: 476 Forth in thy name, O Lord I go 

Sunday Kids will be running during the 9.30am 
service  

9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 

Entry: 503 O Jesus I have promised  
Gradual: 572 Praise to the holiest 
Offertory: 88 Brother, sister 
Sending out: 752 Will you come and follow me 
 

11.30am RBL Merchant Navy Service 
The Rev’d Sean Semple and Dr Derek Glover 

See separate order of service 
 

6.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
The Rev’d Sean Semple 

Hymn: 630 Father, Lord of all creation 
Responses: Radcliffe 
Psalm: 1 
Hymn: 57 Ye servants of the Lord 
Canticles: Brewer in D 
Anthem: O Lorde, the maker of al thing - 
Joubert 
Hymn: 24 The day thou gavest 

 
 
 

Harvest Supper - Saturday 28th 
September, 7pm in St Mary’s church hall. 
Good food, good company, a bargain for 
£10.00. Tickets from Margaret Mason 
 
LEAF Club - Last day of the week, Eating, 
Activities, Faith. A monthly club for 
school years 7-10 in St Mary’s church 
from 3.45pm-5.30pm on Friday 13th 
September. Please contact Christine for 
more information - 07563382753 or 
christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican 

Piecemakers - will reconvene on 
Wednesday Sept 11th, 2:00pm in St 
Mary’s church hall.  Anyone with an 
interest in any kind of needle craft, is 
welcome to join us. Margaret Willis 

Contemplative Prayer - will be on 
Wednesday 18th September at 11am at 
Freda’s home. Freda 562366 

Teams4U Shoebox Appeal 2019 -  
Leaflets for the appeal are available at 
the back of the Church. I will need the 
boxes by Sunday 27th October, please. I 
have empty shoe boxes if anyone needs 

one. Tina Raddenbury 01989 218295 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 12th September 
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 15th September  
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist & RBL Service - 
   Ross 
9.30am  Forest Church - Walford 
11.15am Village Service - Brampton  
      Abbotts 


