
As Ella Fitzgerald sang, every time we say 
goodbye, we die a little. This is, of course, 
better than dying altogether, which may 
explain why there is sweetness even in 
sorrow. Juliet's lament about her 
separation from her new acquaintance 
was enhanced by the thought that it 
would be temporary, that she would see 
Romeo again. In song and story, life goes 
on, even if something or someone is 
missing. 

Real life, however, offers no such 
certainties. In a here-today, gone-
tomorrow world, there is a certain 
satisfaction in having existed in a place at 
all. The exuberant joy of being is 
tempered by the wistful knowledge that 
nothing is forever. The Romans had a 
phrase for it: ave atque vale, hail and 
farewell.  

Goodbyes are painful and it’s hard letting 
go. There is no ‘right’ way to say goodbye 
because it’s not natural; we are people 
built for deep community not deep 
disruption. And so all separations are 
painful, no matter how we deal with 
them. A connection, whether it has been 
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brief or lengthy, must now be broken, or 
at the very least interrupted. Being in the 
physical presence of another creates an 
unseen bond that is merely partially 
maintained by emails, phone calls or video 
chats. Only presence can be relied upon to 
strengthen the bond. 

But the bond does remain. A bond in all 
that has been shared. A bond discovered 
in the adventure entered into together, in 
the risks taken and in the journey 
travelled. And the greatest bond is the 
bond of love. “Let all that you do be done 
in love”, says St Paul (1.Cor 16:14). Paul 
does not direct us to act ‘with’ love, as an 
accompaniment to our daily lives, but ‘in’ 
love. He wants us to understand that the 
mark, the outstanding feature of our lives 
should be love.  Every action and every 
attitude, every word and every work, each 
thought of the heart, each decision of the 
mind, every arriving and every departing 
to be done thoroughly and completely 
washed through with the love of God and 
covered with the unconditional Grace of 
Christ.      

Au revoir, Simon 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Gracious Father, 
revive your Church in our day, 
and make her holy, strong and faithful, 
for your glory’s sake 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Holy Father, 
who gathered us here around the table of 
your Son 
to share this meal with the whole household 
of God: 
in that new world where you reveal the 
fullness of your peace, 
gather people of every race and language 
to share in the eternal banquet of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter & Marcus Constance 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Norma Snook  
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Isaiah 5.1-7 

Let me sing for my beloved my love-song 
concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 
vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and 
cleared it of stones, and planted it with 
choice vines; he built a watch-tower in the 
midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; he 
expected it to yield grapes, but it yielded wild 
grapes. 3 And now, inhabitants of Jerusalem 
and people of Judah, judge between me and 
my vineyard. 4 What more was there to do 
for my vineyard that I have not done in it? 
When I expected it to yield grapes, why did it 
yield wild grapes?  5 And now I will tell you 
what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove 
its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will 
break down its wall, and it shall be trampled 
down. 6 I will make it a waste; it shall not be 

pruned or hoed, and it shall be overgrown 
with briers and thorns; I will also command 
the clouds that they rain no rain upon it.  7 
For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the 
house of Israel, and the people of Judah are 
his pleasant planting; he expected justice, but 
saw bloodshed; righteousness, but heard a 
cry! 
Second Reading Hebrews 11.29-12.2 

29 By faith the people of Israel passed 
through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but 
when the Egyptians attempted to do so they 
were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho 
fell after they had been encircled for seven 
days. 31 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not 
perish with those who were disobedient, 
because she had received the spies in peace. 
32 And what more should I say? For time 
would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 
Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and 
the prophets – 33 who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, 
obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, 
34 quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of 
the sword, won strength out of weakness, 
became mighty in war, put foreign armies to 
flight. 35 Women received their dead by 
resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing 
to accept release, in order to obtain a better 
resurrection. 36 Others suffered mocking and 
flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 
37 They were stoned to death, they were 
sawn in two, they were killed by the sword; 
they went about in skins of sheep and goats, 
destitute, persecuted, tormented – 38 of 
whom the world was not worthy. They 
wandered in deserts and mountains, and in 
caves and holes in the ground. 39 Yet all 
these, though they were commended for 
their faith, did not receive what was 
promised, 40 since God had provided 
something better so that they would not, 
apart from us, be made perfect. Therefore, 
since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight 



Alpha chefs needed. We have already 
identified a number of people who are happy 
to provide hot meals for Alpha. We are 
proposing that teams of three or four chefs 
cover each week, so that the workload is 
shared. We are preparing a menu, so you will 
be asked to provide a specific meal for around 
6-8 people. Please let me know asap if you 
would be happy to cook for us? Christine 

Toast - are hosting Summer Specials during 
August on Fridays between 10 and 12. 
Parents, carers toddlers and older siblings are 
welcome to join us. Christine 

Sunday Teas - Afternoon teas will be available 
on Sundays during August in St Mary’s Church, 
from 2.30pm - 5pm. Delicious homemade 
scones and cakes and good company. 

Contemplative Prayer Group will meet at 
Freda's home on Wednesday 21st August at 
11am do join us for a time of quiet prayer and 
reflection, further details from Freda on 
562366 

Bishop Richard is coming to St. Mary's Ross at 
9.30am on Sunday 22nd September for a 
Service of Confirmation. This will be a United 
Service for the Benefice, so that we can all 
come from our parishes to support the 
candidates. Anyone who would like to be 
confirmed is asked to contact Chris or Simon 
for further information. 

Simon's installation at Lugwardine - We are 
organising a coach to go to Simon's installation 
on 26 September, probably departing from the 
Wilton car park about 6.30pm. Please let me 
know as soon as possible if you would like to 
come on it (parking at Lugwardine is very 
limited) so that we know what size coach to 
book. Further details will follow. Janet 
(janetcooper272@btinternet.com or 769266) 

 

and the sin that clings so closely, and let us 
run with perseverance the race that is set 
before us, 2 looking to Jesus the pioneer and 
perfecter of our faith, who for the sake of the 
joy that was set before him endured the 
cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken 
his seat at the right hand of the throne of 
God.  

Gospel Reading Luke 12.49-56 

Jesus said to his disciples: 49 ‘I came to bring 
fire to the earth, and how I wish it were 
already kindled! 50 I have a baptism with 
which to be baptized, and what stress I am 
under until it is completed! 51 Do you think 
that I have come to bring peace to the earth? 
No, I tell you, but rather division! 52 From 
now on, five in one household will be 
divided, three against two and two against 
three; 53 they will be divided: father against 
son and son against father, mother against 
daughter and daughter against mother, 
mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.’ 
54 He also said to the crowds, ‘When you see 
a cloud rising in the west, you immediately 
say, “It is going to rain”; and so it happens. 55 
And when you see the south wind blowing, 
you say, “There will be scorching heat”; and it 
happens. 56 You hypocrites! You know how 
to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, 
but why do you not know how to interpret 
the present time? 

NOTICES 

Alpha is back! Following the success of our 
first Alpha Course earlier in the year we will 
be running another course, beginning on 
Tuesday 24th September at 7pm. The course 
will run for 10 weeks, ending on 26th 
November, with an 'away day' on Saturday 
9th November. If you missed out last time 
around, think you now might like to try Alpha 
or know anyone who would find it useful 
please let us know.  Simon and Christine 
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                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton     
 
9.30am All Age Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton & Christine Cattanach 
 
See separate service sheet 
 

9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 

Entry hymn: 541 O thou who camest from 
above 
Gospel acclamation: 590 v1 Seek ye first the 
Kingdom of God 
Offertory hymn: 372 Judge eternal, throned in 
splendour 
Post Communion hymn: 758 Ye watchers and 
ye holy ones 
 

 
11.15am Village Service - Brampton Abbotts 
School 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton & Christine Cattanach 
 

 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 22nd August 
10.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
7.30pm  Choral Evensong - Ross 

Sunday 25th August  
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Benefice Service -  
   Ross 
 
 
 
 

Christian Meditation Group at Walford 
Vicarage: at Walford Vicarage on alternate 
Thursdays at 7.30pm (next meeting on 22nd 
August). It is led by Tina Jefferies who is a 
leader for the World Community for Christian 
Meditation (WCCM).  Please contact Chris if 
you would like to join the group. 

Christmas Shoe Box appeal 2019 - I have 

collected shoe boxes on behalf of the 

Operation Christmas Child appeal over the 

last few years and the numbers have been 

gradually going down. The reasons I am told 

are the restrictions of what can go in them 

(this year there are even more) also the level 

of the expected donation. This year I suggest 

we support the Teams4U charity as they do 

not have as many restrictions and the 

donation is smaller. Alongside boxes for 

children they also do a home box and a 

universal one which might appeal to more of 

you. More information can be found on 

www.teams4u.com or contact me on 01989 

218295.Tina Raddenbury 

Hereford Cathedral is celebrating 700 years 
since the death and canonisation of St. 
Thomas Cantilupe with a festival lasting from 
October 2019 to October 2020. It begins on 
Saturday 12th October at 3.30pm with a 
special service in the cathedral where the 
Bishop of Hereford and the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Right Revd 
Rowan Williams, (Lord Williams of 
Oystermouth), will be participating. Tickets 
are free but must be reserved by 25th 
August. There are booklets with information 
in our churches. Please let me know if you 
would like a ticket reserved for you. Chris 

Walford Church - are holding a Cheese and 
Wine to welcome the Revd. Sean Semple and 
his wife Jenny on Thursday 29th August 6.30 
- 8.30pm. All welcome. Sanna Drummond 
 
 

http://www.teams4u.com

