
Our family is about to change forever and 
one person will soon not be here in our 
home, the place he has lived for the past 
19 years. This is a natural change for our 
son who is more than ready to fly the 
nest. For us as parents it is a more difficult 
path to navigate. Other people tell me, 
it’s ok, they do come back. 
 
It is true that in general we do not like 
change, uncertainty, we prefer what is 
familiar. In our nation we are at a point of 
change where none of us know quite 
what Brexit will look like. In our Benefice 
too things are also changing as Simon 
leaves us Sean arrives and we move past 
interregnum into a new season. 
 
Bishop Richard reminded me in his very 
wise way that change is hard. So how do 
we navigate it? Change can be a test for 
our faith. The New King James Version 
translates Hebrews 11:1, Faith is the 
substance of things unseen. The 
substance, the very thing, the essence of 
what we cannot see nor know. When we 
are challenged by change our faith may 
be tested. Psalm 91 tells us that the Lord 
is our refuge and our fortress and reminds 
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us that we can put our trust in Him. But 
how do we actually do this? 
 
A song called Faithful that has spoken to 
me recently has the line, ‘when I can’t feel 
you, I have learnt to reach out just the 
same’ the writer is talking about her faith 
and how when times are uncertain , when 
she has no sense that God is near to her, 
faith tells her to reach out. By leaning on 
our faith, or at times just clinging onto it, 
we can be assured that God is always there, 
He does not change. When we yield our 
spirits to Him we find He is right there 
beside us. Psalm 138 tells us when we cry 
out to God, He answers us and gives us 
strength in our souls.  
 
Whether change is necessary, uninvited or 
challenging let us walk with confidence into 
whatever new seasons are ahead with the 
certain knowledge that the God of heaven 
and earth is surely with us. 
 
Christine 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Lord God, 
your Son left the riches of heaven 
and became poor for our sake: 
when we prosper save us from pride, 
when we are needy save us from despair, 
that we may trust in you alone; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Strengthen for service, Lord, 
the hands that have taken holy things; 
may the ears which have heard your word 
be deaf to clamour and dispute; 
may the tongues which have sung your praise 
be free from deceit; 
may the eyes which have seen the tokens of 
your love 
shine with the light of hope; 
and may the bodies which have been fed 
with your body 
be refreshed with the fullness of your life; 
glory to you for ever. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter & Marcus Constance 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Christopher Deane  
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Isaiah 1.1.10-20 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he 
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the 
days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, 
kings of Judah.  

10 Hear the word of the LORD, you rulers of 
Sodom! Listen to the teaching of our God, 
you people of Gomorrah! 11 What to me is 
the multitude of your sacrifices? says the 
LORD; I have had enough of burnt-offerings 
of rams and the fat of fed beasts; I do not 
delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of 

goats. 12 When you come to appear before 
me, who asked this from your hand? Trample 
my courts no more; 13 bringing offerings is 
futile; incense is an abomination to me. New 
moon and sabbath and calling of convocation 
– I cannot endure solemn assemblies with 
iniquity. 14 Your new moons and your 
appointed festivals my soul hates; they have 
become a burden to me, I am weary of 
bearing them. 15 When you stretch out your 
hands, I will hide my eyes from you; even 
though you make many prayers, I will not 
listen; your hands are full of blood. 16 Wash 
yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove 
the evil of your doings from before my eyes; 
cease to do evil, 17 learn to do good; seek 
justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the 
orphan, plead for the widow. 18 Come now, 
let us argue it out, says the LORD: though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be like 
snow; though they are red like crimson, they 
shall become like wool. 19 If you are willing 
and obedient, you shall eat the good of the 
land; 20 but if you refuse and rebel, you shall 
be devoured by the sword; for the mouth of 
the LORD has spoken. 

Second Reading Hebrews 11.1-3, 8-16 

Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen. 2 Indeed, 
by faith our ancestors received approval. 3 
By faith we understand that the worlds were 
prepared by the word of God, so that what is 
seen was made from things that are not 
visible.  

8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was 
called to set out for a place that he was to 
receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not 
knowing where he was going. 9 By faith he 
stayed for a time in the land he had been 
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, 
as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with 
him of the same promise. 10 For he looked 
forward to the city that has foundations, 
whose architect and builder is God. 11 By 



thief was coming, he would not have let his 
house be broken into. 40 You also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an 
unexpected hour.’  

NOTICES 

Alpha is back! Following the success of our 
first Alpha Course earlier in the year we will be 
running another course, beginning on Tuesday 
24th September at 7pm. The course will run 
for 10 weeks, ending on 26th November, with 
an 'away day' on Saturday 9th November. If 
you missed out last time around, think you 
now might like to try Alpha or know anyone 
who would find it useful please let us 
know.  Simon and Christine 

 

Alpha chefs needed. We have already 
identified a number of people who are happy 
to provide hot meals for Alpha. We are 
proposing that teams of three or four chefs 
cover each week, so that the workload is 
shared. We are preparing a menu, so you will 
be asked to provide a specific meal for around 
6-8 people. Please let me know asap if you 
would be happy to cook for us? Christine 

Toast - are hosting Summer Specials during 
August on Fridays between 10 and 12. 
Parents, carers toddlers and older siblings are 
welcome to join us. If you are able to help 
with any of the Fridays, please do let me 
know.  Christine 

Sunday Teas - Afternoon teas will be available 
on Sundays during August in St Mary’s Church, 
from 2.30pm - 5pm. Delicious homemade 
scones and cakes and good company. 

Bishop Richard is coming to St. Mary's Ross 
at 9.30am on Sunday 22nd September for a 
Service of Confirmation. This will be a United 
Service for the Benefice, so that we can all 
come from our parishes to support the 
candidates. Anyone who would like to be 
confirmed is asked to contact Chris or Simon 
for further information. 

faith he received power of procreation, 
even though he was too old – and Sarah 
herself was barren – because he 
considered him faithful who had promised. 
12 Therefore from one person, and this 
one as good as dead, descendants were 
born, ‘as many as the stars of heaven and 
as the innumerable grains of sand by the 
seashore.’ 13 All of these died in faith 
without having received the promises, but 
from a distance they saw and greeted 
them. They confessed that they were 
strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14 
for people who speak in this way make it 
clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15 
If they had been thinking of the land that 
they had left behind, they would have had 
opportunity to return. 16 But as it is, they 
desire a better country, that is, a heavenly 
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be 
called their God; indeed, he has prepared a 
city for them. 

Gospel Reading Luke 12.32-40 

Jesus said to his disciples, 32 ‘Do not be 
afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33 
Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make 
purses for yourselves that do not wear out, 
an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no 
thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 
For where your treasure is, there your 
heart will be also.35 Be dressed for action 
and have your lamps lit; 36 be like those 
who are waiting for their master to return 
from the wedding banquet, so that they 
may open the door for him as soon as he 
comes and knocks. 37 Blessed are those 
slaves whom the master finds alert when 
he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his 
belt and have them sit down to eat, and he 
will come and serve them. 38 If he comes 
during the middle of the night, or near 
dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those 
slaves. 39 But know this: if the owner of 
the house had known at what hour the 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton     
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton & Dr Derek Glover 
 
Setting:  New English Mass - Appleford 
Introit: 584 All my hope on God is founded 
Gradual: 51 The Lord will come and not be 
slow 
Offertory: 683 Jerusalem the golden 
Post Com: 510 Will you come and follow me 
(The choir is on holiday) 
 
Please join us for coffee after this service. 

 

9.30am Family Service - Walford 
Canon Freda Davies 

629   Teach me my God and King  
166 Father we adore you  
448 Meekness and majesty  
411 Lord Jesus Christ  
 
 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 15th August 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 18th August  
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  All Age Communion  - Ross 
9.30am  Parish Communion - Walford 
11.15am Village Service - Brampton Abbotts 
 
 
 
 
 

Contemplative Prayer Group will meet at 
Freda's home on Wednesday 21st August at 
11am do join us for a time of quiet prayer 
and reflection, contact Freda on 562366 

Christian Meditation Group at Walford 
Vicarage: The meditation group is now 
running permanently at Walford Vicarage on 
alternate Thursdays at 7.30pm (next meeting 
on 22nd August). It is led by Tina Jefferies 
who is a leader for the World Community for 
Christian Meditation (WCCM).  Please 
contact Chris if you would like to join the 
group. 

Christmas Shoe Box appeal 2019 - I have 

collected shoe boxes on behalf of the 

Operation Christmas Child appeal over the 

last few years and the numbers have been 

gradually going down. The reasons I am told 

are the restrictions of what can go in them 

(this year there are even more) also the level 

of the expected donation. This year I suggest 

we support the Teams4U charity as they do 

not have as many restrictions and the 

donation is smaller. Alongside boxes for 

children they also do a home box and a 

universal one which might appeal to more of 

you. More information can be found on 

www.teams4u.com or contact me on 01989 

218295.Tina Raddenbury 

Hereford Cathedral is celebrating 700 years 
since the death and canonisation of St. 
Thomas Cantilupe with a festival lasting from 
October 2019 to October 2020. It begins on 
Saturday 12th October at 3.30pm with a 
special service in the cathedral where the 
Bishop of Hereford and the former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Right Revd 
Rowan Williams, (Lord Williams of 
Oystermouth), will be participating. Tickets 
are free but must be reserved by 25th 
August. There are booklets with information 
in our churches. Please let me know if you 
would like a ticket reserved for you. Chris 

http://www.teams4u.com

