
The “odd object” is well under way in our 
shops. The grocers may have something from 
the hardware shop in their window and the 
shoe shop may have something from the 
bakery! Youngsters try to spot what is in the 
wrong place to win a token prize presented 
on Carnival Day. Although I happily organise 
the competition I firmly believe that in God’s 
good creation there is no such thing as an 
“odd object”, one that is intrinsically odd, it is 
the situation that dictates the oddness. We 
may find ourselves from time to time in 
strange surroundings that make us extremely 
uncomfortable, but that doesn’t make us 
‘odd’. 

For ten years I was chaplain to the Fromeside 
Unit (a high security psychiatric outpost of  
Broadmoor) caring for those who were both 
convicted criminals and mentally ill, and 
most of them felt odd. The psychiatrists 
worked with their drugs, the psychologists 
worked with their exercises, the nurses 
worked with their care routines and I worked 
with the gospel of love and forgiveness. See 
today’s gospel, verse four:- 

‘and forgive us as we forgive’ 
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Now the whole team, psychiatrists, 
psychologists, nurses, and me knew that we 
could do nothing about the past activities of 
our patients – but we all had faith in their 
future. The right drug, the right exercise, the 
right care, the right gospel could transform 
our patients into accepting their place in 
society, no longer considering themselves 
‘odd’ but living in peace in strange 
surroundings.  

We had our failures, we had our successes, 

and success didn’t mean instant freedom, 

they had to go back to a normal prison to 

complete their sentence. In my analogy of 

the odd object at the start of this article they 

weren’t out of the hardware shop back into 

the grocers or the bakery back into the shoe 

shop, yet! -  but they knew they weren’t odd.  
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Merciful God, 

you have prepared for those who love you 
such good things as pass our understanding: 

pour into our hearts such love toward you 
that we, loving you in all things and above all 

things, may obtain your promises, 
which exceed all that we can desire 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of our pilgrimage, 
you have led us to the living water: 
refresh and sustain us 
as we go forward on our journey, 
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter & Audrey Jandrell 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Christopher Deane, David Ivor Young & 
Valerie Griffiths 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Hosea 1.2-10 

2 When the LORD first spoke through Hosea, 
the LORD said to Hosea, ‘Go, take for yourself 
a wife of whoredom and have children of 
whoredom, for the land commits great 
whoredom by forsaking the LORD.’ 3 So he 
went and took Gomer daughter of Diblaim, 
and she conceived and bore him a son. 4 And 
the LORD said to him, ‘Name him Jezreel; for 
in a little while I will punish the house of Jehu 
for the blood of Jezreel, and I will put an end 
to the kingdom of the house of Israel. 5 On 
that day I will break the bow of Israel in the 
valley of Jezreel.’ 6 She conceived again and 
bore a daughter. Then the LORD said to him, 
‘Name her Lo-ruhamah, for I will no longer 
have pity on the house of Israel or forgive 
them. 7 But I will have pity on the house of 
Judah, and I will save them by the LORD their 
God; I will not save them by bow, or by 

sword, or by war, or by horses, or by 
horsemen.’ 8 When she had weaned Lo-
ruhamah, she conceived and bore a son. 9 
Then the LORD said, ‘Name him Lo-ammi, for 
you are not my people and I am not your 
God.’ 10 Yet the number of the people of 
Israel shall be like the sand of the sea, which 
can be neither measured nor numbered; and 
in the place where it was said to them, ‘You 
are not my people’, it shall be said to them, 
‘Children of the living God.’ 11 The people of 
Judah and the people of Israel shall be 
gathered together, and they shall appoint for 
themselves one head; and they shall take 
possession of the land, for great shall be the 
day of Jezreel. 

Second Reading Colossians 2.6-15(16-19) 

Brothers and sisters, 6as you have received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your 
lives in him, 7rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were 
taught, abounding in thanksgiving.8See to it 
that no one takes you captive through 
philosophy and empty deceit, according to 
human tradition, according to the elemental 
spirits of the universe, and not according to 
Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity 
dwells bodily, 10and you have come to 
fullness in him, who is the head of every 
ruler and authority. 11In him also you were 
circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by 
putting off the body of the flesh in the 
circumcision of Christ; 12when you were 
buried with him in baptism, you were also 
raised with him through faith in the power of 
God, who raised him from the dead. 13And 
when you were dead in trespasses and the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you 
alive together with him, when he forgave us 
all our trespasses, 14erasing the record that 
stood against us with its legal demands. He 
set this aside, nailing it to the cross. 15He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and 
made a public example of them, triumphing 
over them in it.16Therefore do not let anyone 
condemn you in matters of food and drink or 



Holy Spirit to those who ask him!’ 

NOTICES 

Alpha is back! Following the success of our first 
Alpha Course earlier in the year we will be 
running another course, beginning on Tuesday 
24th September at 7pm. The course will run for 
10 weeks, ending on 26th November, with an 
'away day' on Saturday 9th November. If you 
missed out last time around, think you now 
might like to try Alpha or know anyone who 
would find it useful please let us know.  Simon 
and Christine 

Bishop Richard is coming to St. Mary's Ross at 
9.30am on Sunday 22nd September for a 
Service of Confirmation. This will be a United 
Service for the Benefice, so that we can all come 
from our parishes to support the candidates. 
Anyone who would like to be confirmed is asked 
to contact Chris or Simon for further 
information. 
 
Special Summer Coffee on a Tuesday - It is to 
take place at Margaret Thomas’ house on 
Tuesday 30th July. Stoney Garth, Archenfield 
Road, Ross. HR9  7TA. Corner of Cleeve Lane 
and Archenfield Road. Everyone is welcome 
 
The installation of our new Rector - The Rev'd 
Sean Semple, will take place on Tuesday 30th 
July at 7.30pm in St. Mary's. Please do join us 
for this significant moment in the life of our 
Benefice. 
 
Christmas Tree Festival 2019 – If you’ve been 
suffering with the heat lately you might like to 
know that there will be a Christmas Tree 
Festival again this year, Friday 22nd to Monday 
25th November, Details will follow. Happy 
Christmas! Mark Sanderson 
 

Flower Festival - May 22nd to 25th 2020, 
celebrating British music  “Byrd to the 
Beatles....”.  Anyone who would like to be 
involved please contact Margaret Willis 

of observing festivals, new moons, or 
sabbaths. 17These are only a shadow of what 
is to come, but the substance belongs to 
Christ. 18Do not let anyone disqualify you, 
insisting on self-abasement and worship of 
angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up 
without cause by a human way of thinking, 
19and not holding fast to the head, from 
whom the whole body, nourished and held 
together by its ligaments and sinews, grows 
with a growth that is from God.  

Gospel Reading Luke 11.1-13 

He was praying in a certain place, and after 
he had finished, one of his disciples said to 
him, ‘Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught 
his disciples.’ 2 He said to them, ‘When you 
pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. 
Your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our 
daily bread. 4 And forgive us our sins, for we 
ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
And do not bring us to the time of trial.’ 5 
And he said to them, ‘Suppose one of you 
has a friend, and you go to him at midnight 
and say to him, “Friend, lend me three 
loaves of bread; 6 for a friend of mine has 
arrived, and I have nothing to set before 
him.” 7 And he answers from within, “Do 
not bother me; the door has already been 
locked, and my children are with me in bed; 
I cannot get up and give you anything.” 8 I 
tell you, even though he will not get up and 
give him anything because he is his friend, at 
least because of his persistence he will get 
up and give him whatever he needs. 9 So I 
say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; 
search, and you will find; knock, and the 
door will be opened for you. 10 For 
everyone who asks receives, and everyone 
who searches finds, and for everyone who 
knocks, the door will be opened. 11 Is there 
anyone among you who, if your child asks 
for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? 
12 Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a 
scorpion? 13 If you then, who are evil, know 
how to give good gifts to your children, how 
much more will the heavenly Father give the 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton     
 
9.30am All Age Worship - Ross 
Christine Cattanach &  The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 

See separate service sheet 
Please join us for coffee after this service. 

11.15am All Age Worship with Baptism - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard &  
Canon Freda Davies 

590 Seek ye first the Kingdom of God 
525 One more step along the world I go 
450 Morning has broken 
 
12 noon Baptism - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 
 
6.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 

Hymn: 815 The kingdom come! 
Responses: Clucas 
Psalm: 147 
Hymn: 129 Lord, teach us how to pray aright 
Canticles: Brewer in D 
Anthem: Blessed are the pure in heart - Walford 
Davies 
Hymn: 581 Lord of lords and King eternal 
 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Tuesday 30th July 
7.30pm Collation & Induction of The Rev’d Sean 
Semple 

Thursday 1st August 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 4th August  
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Parish Communion - Walford 
11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts 
 

Coffee Morning - Saturday 3rd August, 
10.30am - 12 noon, St Mary’s Church, hosted 
by the baptism team. 

Alpha chefs needed. We have already 
identified a number of people who are happy 
to provide hot meals for Alpha. We are 
proposing that teams of three or four chefs 
cover each week, so that the workload is 
shared. We are preparing a menu, so you will 
be asked to provide a specific meal for around 
6-8 people. Please let me know asap if you 
would be happy to cook for us? Christine 

Toast will be hosting Summer Specials in 
August on Fridays between 10 and 12. 
Parents, carers toddlers and older siblings are 
welcome to join us. If you are able to help 
with any of the Fridays, please do let me 
know.  Christine 

Happy news from Wales. It seems Sarah has 
only just left us and already she is clearly 
making an impact in her new home. I am 
delighted to be able to share the news that at 
a service at 3.30pm on Sunday 29th 
September she is to be made a Canon of 
Llandaff Cathedral. Simon 

Sunday Teas - Afternoon teas will be available 
on Sundays in August in St Mary’s Church, 
from 2.30pm - 5pm. Delicious homemade 
scones and cakes and good company. 

Churchyard Angels - The next get together is 
9 30 next Saturday August 3rd. All strimmers 
and rakers welcome. John Setchfield 

The July 100 Club Draw took place before the 
9.30am Sung Eucharist on Sunday 21 July 
2019. The Winners were: 1st Prize Tina 
Raddenbury. 2nd Prize  Rhona Burston. 3rd 
Prize Fiona Turner. Congratulations to you all! 
If anyone would like the opportunity to join in 
all the fun but do not have a numbered ball I 
have many numbers still available! Please 
contact me for more information on 
telephone 01989 563403 or mobile 
07734106149. Pauline Waters 
 


