
On 22nd July the church remembers Mary 
Magdalene. Who was this woman so 
privileged to be the first to witness the 
resurrection? Her name suggests that she 
came from Magdala, the small fishing village 
situated on the western shore of Galilee. 
Unlike many of the women mentioned in the 
Gospels, she is not described as being 
anyone’s mother or wife, so perhaps she was 
an independent woman of some wealth. 

Our first encounter with her is in Luke, 
Chapter 8, when she was cured of some form 
of mental illness: “from whom seven demons 
had gone out”. She then became one of 
Jesus’ followers and, with others, provided 
for the group financially. 

There is no doubt of her devotion to her 
master, because the next time we encounter 
her is at the crucifixion. Along with the other 
women present, she was probably there to 
prepare the body for burial. Prevented from 
doing this because it was the eve of the 
Sabbath, the women went as soon as 
possible with their spices to the tomb where, 
according to John, Mary Magdalene was the 
first to encounter the risen Lord, though at 
first she did not know who he was until he 
called her by name.  
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There is so much we can learn from Mary’s 
story. One important lesson is that the first 
Apostle was a woman – Mary was sent to tell 
the good news to the others. Another 
message we sometimes fail to grasp is that 
we too encounter Jesus at work in the 
people around us and in the situations in 
which we find ourselves, but so often we fail 
to recognise him. Thankfully he knows each 
of us ‘by name’ and will guide, protect and 
forgive us if we just let him. One of the 
sayings I use in meditation is from Isaiah 
43:1. Here God, talking to his people, says: 
‘Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have 
summoned you by name; you are mine’ 

How wonderful is that! 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Almighty God, 
send down upon your Church 
the riches of your Spirit, 
and kindle in all who minister the gospel 
your countless gifts of grace; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Grant, O Lord, we beseech you, 
that the course of this world may be so 
peaceably ordered 
by your governance, 
that your Church may joyfully serve you in 
all godly quietness; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter & Audrey Jandrell 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Valerie Griffiths & David Ivor Young 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Amos 8.1-12 

This is what the Lord GOD showed me – a 
basket of summer fruit. 2 He said, ‘Amos, 
what do you see?’ And I said, ‘A basket of 
summer fruit.’ Then the LORD said to me, 
‘The end has come upon my people Israel; I 
will never again pass them by. 3 The songs 
of the temple shall become wailings on that 
day,’ says the Lord GOD; ‘the dead bodies 
shall be many, cast out in every place. Be 
silent!’ 4 Hear this, you that trample on the 
needy, and bring to ruin the poor of the 
land, 5 saying, ‘When will the new moon be 
over so that we may sell grain; and the 
sabbath, so that we may offer wheat for 
sale? We will make the ephah small and the 
shekel great, and practise deceit with false 
balances, 6 buying the poor for silver and 
the needy for a pair of sandals, and selling 
the sweepings of the wheat.’ 7 The LORD 
has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I will 
never forget any of their deeds. 8 Shall not 

the land tremble on this account, and 
everyone mourn who lives in it, and all of it 
rise like the Nile, and be tossed about and 
sink again, like the Nile of Egypt? 9 On that 
day, says the Lord GOD, I will make the sun 
go down at noon, and darken the earth in 
broad daylight. 10 I will turn your feasts 
into mourning, and all your songs into 
lamentation; I will bring sackcloth on all 
loins, and baldness on every head; I will 
make it like the mourning for an only son, 
and the end of it like a bitter day. 11 The 
time is surely coming, says the Lord GOD, 
when I will send a famine on the land; not a 
famine of bread, or a thirst for water, but 
of hearing the words of the LORD. 12 They 
shall wander from sea to sea, and from 
north to east; they shall run to and fro, 
seeking the word of the LORD, but they 
shall not find it. 
 
Second Reading  Colossians 1.15-28 
 
15 Christ is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation; 16 for in him all 
things in heaven and on earth were 
created, things visible and invisible, 
whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
powers – all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17 He himself is 
before all things, and in him all things hold 
together. 18 He is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, so that he might come to 
have first place in everything. 19 For in him 
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
20 and through him God was pleased to 
reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, by making peace 
through the blood of his cross. 21 And you 
who were once estranged and hostile in 
mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now 
reconciled in his fleshly body through 
death, so as to present you holy and 
blameless and irreproachable before him – 
23 provided that you continue securely 
established and steadfast in the faith, 



NOTICES 
 

Alpha is back! Following the success of our 
first Alpha Course earlier in the year we will 
be running another course, beginning on 
Tuesday 24th September at 7pm. The course 
will run for 10 weeks, ending on 26th 
November, with an 'away day' on Saturday 
9th November. If you missed out last time 
around, think you now might like to try 
Alpha or know anyone who would find it 
useful please let us know.  Simon and 
Christine 

Hassocks - If anyone would like a hassock - 
to use as a kneeler or as foot-rest during the 
service - they can be collected from beside 
the sidespersons' table in St Mary’s. Janet 
Cooper 

Bishop Richard is coming to St. Mary's Ross 
at 9.30am on Sunday 22nd September for a 
Service of Confirmation. This will be a United 
Service for the Benefice, so that we can all 
come from our parishes to support the 
candidates. Anyone who would like to be 
confirmed is asked to contact Chris or Simon 
for further  information. 

Special Summer Coffee on a Tuesday - It is 
to take place at Margaret Thomas’ house on 
Tuesday 30th July. Stoney Garth, Archenfield 
Road, Ross. HR9  7TA. Corner of Cleeve Lane 
and Archenfield Road. Everyone is welcome 

The installation of our new Rector - The 
Rev'd Sean Semple, will take place on 
Tuesday 30th July at 7.30pm in St. Mary's. 
Please do join us for this significant moment 
in the life of our Benefice. 

Christmas Tree Festival 2019 – If you’ve 
been suffering with the heat lately you might 
like to know that there will be a Christmas 
Tree Festival again this year, Friday 22nd to 
Monday 25th November, Details will follow. 
Happy Christmas! Mark Sanderson 

 

 

without shifting from the hope promised 
by the gospel that you heard, which has 
been proclaimed to every creature under 
heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this 
gospel. 24 I am now rejoicing in my 
sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I 
am completing what is lacking in Christ’s 
afflictions for the sake of his body, that 
is, the church. 25 I became its servant 
according to God’s commission that was 
given to me for you, to make the word of 
God fully known, 26 the mystery that has 
been hidden throughout the ages and 
generations but has now been revealed 
to his saints. 27 To them God chose to 
make known how great among the 
Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this 
mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope 
of glory. 28 It is he whom we proclaim, 
warning everyone and teaching everyone 
in all wisdom, so that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ.  
 

Gospel Reading Luke 10.38-42 

38 Now as Jesus and his disciples went 
on their way, he entered a certain village, 
where a woman named Martha 
welcomed him into her home. 39 She 
had a sister named Mary, who sat at the 
Lord’s feet and listened to what he was 
saying. 40 But Martha was distracted by 
her many tasks; so she came to Jesus and 
asked, ‘Lord, do you not care that my 
sister has left me to do all the work by 
myself? Tell her then to help me.’ 41 But 
the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, 
you are worried and distracted by many 
things; 42 there is need of only one 
thing. Mary has chosen the better part, 
which will not be taken away from her.’ 

 

 

 

 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton     
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate and Canon Freda Davies 

Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke 
Introit: 4 New every morning 
Psalm: 15 
Gradual: 258 O thou who camest from above 
Offertory: 541 Lord of beauty 
Communion: Look at the world - Rutter 
Post Communion: 193 All heaven declares 

 
Please join us for coffee after this service. 

9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard  

Entry hymn: 67 Be still for the presence of the 
Lord 
Gospel acclamation: 590 v1 Seek ye first the 
Kingdom of God 
Offertory hymn: 714 We hail thy presence 
glorious 
Communion hymn: 172 Fill your hearts with joy 
 
11.15am Village Service - Brampton Abbotts 
School 
Christine Cattanach 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 25th July  
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 28th July  
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  All Age Worship - Ross 
9.30am  All Age Worship with Baptism  -  
   Walford 
12 noon Baptism - Ross 
6.00pm  Choral Evensong - Ross 
 
 

Flower Festival - May 22nd to 25th 2020, 
celebrating British music  “Byrd to the 
Beatles....”.  Anyone who would like to be 
involved please contact Margaret Willis  

Alpha chefs needed. We have already 
identified a number of people who are happy 
to provide hot meals for Alpha. We are 
proposing that teams of three or four chefs 
cover each week, so that the workload is 
shared. We are preparing a menu, so you will 
be asked to provide a specific meal for 
around 6-8 people. Please let me know asap 
if you would be happy to cook for us? 
Christine 

Toast this week will be at the later time of 
10-12. Summer Specials will begin in August 
on Fridays between 10 and 12. Parents, 
carers toddlers and older siblings are 
welcome to join us. If you are able to help 
with any of the Fridays, please do let me 
know.  Christine 

Happy news from Wales. It seems Sarah has 
only just left us and already she is clearly 
making an impact in her new home. I am 
delighted to be able to share the news that 
at a service at 3.30pm on Sunday 29th 
September she is to be made a Canon of 
Llandaff cathedral. Simon 

All Age Worship - next week the 9.30 
service at St Mary's will be our monthly All 
Age Worship service. This month we will be 
considering Jesus' invitation to come to Him 
as children,  "Whoever becomes humble like 
this child is the greatest in the kingdom of 
heaven" (Matthew 18:4). Our All Age 
gathering next month will be on Sunday 18th 
August and will be a service with Holy 
Communion.  Simon 

Please pray for Sean and Jenny this week as 
they move in to the Rectory. 

St Frances of Rome - open day on Thursday 
1st August. 11.30am-3pm. Kimberley Howell 


