
St Swithun’s Day is the feast day of an Anglo-
Saxon Bishop of Winchester who died in 862 AD. 
Little is definitively known about his life although 
he is said to have been the spiritual adviser of 
Ethelwulf, King of Wessex, who donated much of 
his royal land to build and restore numerous 
churches. Swithun has also been suggested as the 
tutor of Ethelwulf’s son Alfred, who then went on 
to become the mighty ruler of Wessex.  

Whilst Swithun was a popular bishop, his only 
known miracle during his lifetime was the repair 
of a basket of broken eggs. His enduring legend is 
due to events after his death on 2 July 862. With 
his dying breath Swithun is said to have 
requested that his final resting place be outside, 
where his grave could easily be reached by both 
members of the parish and the rainfall from the 
heavens. But in 971 it was decreed that Swithun 
was to be the patron saint of the restored 
Cathedral at Winchester where an impressive 
shrine was built for him. His body was removed 
from its simple grave and interred in the new 
Cathedral on 15 July 971 and, according to 
legend, forty days of terrible weather followed. 

St Swithun might easily have disappeared into 
obscurity had it not been for our British 
fascination with the weather. He has been the 
useful scapegoat for any number of wash out 
summers. But according to the Royal 
Meteorological Society, there isn't any great 
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reliability in the prophecy. Since records began 
there has been no period of 40 consecutively wet 
or dry days following 15 July. To turn the legend 
on its head, whilst sunshine on St Swithun's Day 
in Miami may well safely point to 40 days of 
unbroken sunshine, in Ross-on-Wye it certainly 
does not…. 

…or does it? “Global heating: London to have 
climate similar to Barcelona by 2050”, ran the 
headline this week. According to a new report on 
the likely impacts of the climate crisis, cities that 
are currently in temperate or cold zones in the 
northern hemisphere will resemble cities more 
than 600 miles closer to the equator, with 
damaging effects on health and infrastructure. 
Water shortages will affect scores of cities now in 
temperate climates as a result of the global 
heating, which is forecast to be by as much as 
+3.5C in European cities in summer and +4.7C in 
winter. 

Man-made climate change is a reality and it is 
becoming dramatically clearer what the ultimate 
consequences might be. A very different world to 
that which Swithun would have recognised is 
being created. Unless we act now, both 
internationally and individually, we will be faced 
with something a whole lot worse than a drop of 
summer rain.  

Simon 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Gracious Father, 
by the obedience of Jesus 
you brought salvation  
to our wayward world: 
draw us into harmony with your will, 
that we may find all things restored in him, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Eternal God, 
comfort of the afflicted  
and healer of the broken, 
you have fed us at the table of life and 
hope: 
teach us the ways of gentleness and peace, 
that all the world may acknowledge 
the kingdom of your Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter & Audrey Jandrell 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Eunice Baldwin 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Job 38: 1,4-11 
38 Then the Lord answered Job out of the 
whirlwind: 4 ‘Where were you when I laid 
the foundation of the earth? Tell me, if you 
have understanding. 5 Who determined its 
measurements—surely you know! Or who 
stretched the line upon it? 6 On what were 
its bases sunk, or who laid its 
cornerstone 7 when the morning stars sang 
together and all the heavenly 
beings shouted for joy? 8 ‘Or who shut in 
the sea with doors when it burst out from 
the womb?— 9 when I made the clouds its 
garment, and thick darkness its swaddling 
band, 10 and prescribed bounds for it,   and 
set bars and doors, 11 and said, “Thus far 
shall you come, and no farther, and here 
shall your proud waves be stopped”?  

Second Reading  Acts 27:27-32, 39-44 
27 When the fourteenth night had come, 
as we were drifting across the sea of Adria, 
about midnight the sailors suspected that 
they were nearing land. 28So they took 
soundings and found twenty fathoms; a 
little farther on they took soundings again 
and found fifteen fathoms. 29Fearing that 
we might run on the rocks, they let down 
four anchors from the stern and prayed for 
day to come. 30But when the sailors tried to 
escape from the ship and had lowered the 
boat into the sea, on the pretext of putting 
out anchors from the bow, 31Paul said to 
the centurion and the soldiers, ‘Unless 
these men stay in the ship, you cannot be 
saved.’ 32Then the soldiers cut away the 
ropes of the boat and set it adrift. 
 
39 In the morning they did not recognize 
the land, but they noticed a bay with a 
beach, on which they planned to run the 
ship ashore, if they could.40So they cast off 
the anchors and left them in the sea. At the 
same time they loosened the ropes that 
tied the steering-oars; then hoisting the 
foresail to the wind, they made for the 
beach. 41But striking a reef, they ran the 
ship aground; the bow stuck and remained 
immovable, but the stern was being broken 
up by the force of the waves. 42The 
soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, so 
that none might swim away and escape;43 

but the centurion, wishing to save Paul, 
kept them from carrying out their plan. He 
ordered those who could swim to jump 
overboard first and make for the 
land, 44and the rest to follow, some on 
planks and others on pieces of the ship. 
And so it was that all were brought safely 
to land. 
 
 
 
 
 



Hassocks - If anyone would like a hassock - 
to use as a kneeler or as foot-rest - they can 
be collected from beside the sidespersons' 
table in St Mary’s. Janet Cooper 

Bishop Richard is coming to St. Mary's Ross 
at 9.30am on Sunday 22nd September for a 
Service of Confirmation. This will be a 
United Service for the Benefice, so that we 
can all come from our parishes to support 
the candidates. Anyone who would like to 
be confirmed is asked to contact Chris or 
Simon for further  information. 

Recycling - In Lent two of the Bible Study 
groups looked at the way in which humans 
have changed, and in many cases damaged, 
our planet. (See Colin’s letter in the 
Newsletter for 12 May at rawchurch.org.uk/
newsletters.) This led us to consider the 
importance of recycling waste. We have 
organised a visit to the EnviroSort, the 
recycling centre outside Worcester, where 
the contents of our green bins is sent. There 
are several places unfilled on the trip, on 
the morning of Monday 29 July. If anyone 
would like to join us, please speak to Janet 
Cooper 769266 or 
janetcooper272@btinternet.com). 

Special Summer Coffee on a Tuesday - It is 
to take place at Margaret Thomas’ house 
on Tuesday 30th July. Stoney Garth, 
Archenfield Road, Ross. HR9  7TA. Corner of 
Cleeve Lane and Archenfield Road. 
Everyone is welcome 

The installation of our new Rector - The 
Rev'd Sean Semple, will take place on 
Tuesday 30th July at 7.30pm in St. Mary's. 
Please do join us for this significant moment 
in the life of our Benefice. 

Open Gardens - A big thank you to all who 
helped with Open Gardens.  We raised over 
£5500, despite Sunday's rain. Without you 
it would not be possible. Peter Reynolds 

Gospel Reading Mark 4: 35-41 
35 On that day, when evening had come, 

he said to them, ‘Let us go across to the 

other side.’ 36And leaving the crowd 

behind, they took him with them in the 

boat, just as he was. Other boats were 

with him. 37A great gale arose, and the 

waves beat into the boat, so that the 

boat was already being swamped. 38But 

he was in the stern, asleep on the 

cushion; and they woke him up and said 

to him, ‘Teacher, do you not care that we 

are perishing?’ 39He woke up and 

rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, 

‘Peace! Be still!’ Then the wind ceased, 

and there was a dead calm. 40He said to 

them, ‘Why are you afraid? Have you still 

no faith?’41And they were filled with 

great awe and said to one another, ‘Who 

then is this, that even the wind and the 

sea obey him?’ 

NOTICES 
 

Alpha is back! Following the success of 
our first Alpha Course earlier in the year 
we will be running another course, 
beginning on Tuesday 24th September at 
7pm. The course will run for 10 weeks, 
ending on 26th November, with an 'away 
day' on Saturday 9th November. If you 
missed out last time around, think you 
now might like to try Alpha or know 
anyone who would find it useful please 
let us know.  Simon and Christine 

Friday 19th July, 7.30pm - Christian 
singer/songwriter duo April Shipton & 
Matt JR Hurley will be performing in St 
Mary's on Friday 19th July as part of their 
nationwide tour entitled "Beyond the 
Mountain". This is a free concert - all 
welcome. For more details see the 
website www.beyondthemountain.co.uk  



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton     
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 

Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening 
Introit: 781 Son of God eternal Saviour  
Psalm: 107.23-32 
Gradual: 541 Lord of beauty, thine the splendour 
Offertory: 806 There’s a wideness 
Communion: A Gaelic Blessing - Rutter 
Post Communion: 623 Eternal Father, strong to 
save 
 
Please join us for coffee after this service. 

9.30am Family Service - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard &  
Canon Freda Davies  
 
736 When I needed a neighbour 
88 Brother, sister, let me serve you 
448 Meekness and majesty 
 
6.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 

Hymn: 224 Lead us heavenly Father 
Responses: Clucas 
Psalm: 107.23-32 
Hymn: 647 God moves in a mysterious way 
Canticles: Brewer in D  
Anthem: Evening Hymn - Balfour Gardiner 
Hymn: 621 Dear Lord and father of mankind 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 18th July  
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 21st July  
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Parish Communion - Walford 
11.15am Village Service - Brampton Abbotts 
 
 

Christmas Tree Festival 2019 – If you’ve 
been suffering with the heat lately you 
might like to know that there will be a 
Christmas Tree Festival again this year, 
Friday 22nd to Monday 25th November, 
Details will follow. Happy Christmas! 
Mark Sanderson 

Flower Festival - May 22nd to 25th 
2020, celebrating British music  “Byrd to 
the Beatles....”.  Anyone who would like 
to be involved please contact Margaret 
Willis  

The Home Group - following up from 
the recent successful Alpha Course will 
meet for the first time this week at 
2.00pm on Tuesday 16 July at 3 Green 
Meadows, the home of Judith and 
Tarquin Wiggins. The course we are 
following is the 'Bible Course' run by the 
Bible Society and is an interactive course 
and is intended for anyone who has 
done the Alpha Course. There are a 
couple of spare places left if you haven't 
already put your name down. Please 
contact Canon Chris if you are 
interested. 

Alpha chefs needed. We have already 
identified a number of people who are 
happy to provide hot meals for Alpha. 
We are proposing that teams of three or 
four chefs cover each week, so that the 
workload is shared. We are preparing a 
menu, so you will be asked to provide a 
specific meal for around 6-8 people. 
Please let me know asap if you would be 
happy to cook for us? Christine 

Toast will be hosting Summer Specials 
in August on Fridays between 10 and 12. 
Parents, carers toddlers and older 
siblings are welcome to join us. If you 
are able to help with any of the Fridays, 
please do let me know.  Christine 


