
Martin Luther once wrote that when things 
became fraught and very busy he would 
need to spend another two hours praying. 
Basically the more activity he did the more 
he needed to find a quiet place of prayer. At 
this time we are going through a period of 
great change and activity in the benefice. We 
say farewell to Simon with thanks for all the 
blessings he has given us in his ministry here 
and offer our prayers for Simon and Caroline 
in their new parishes. We also pray for Sean 
and Jenny as they leave their present 
parishes and we look forward to Sean’s 
leadership in a new phase of working 
together in God’s kingdom here. As Simon 
reminded us in last week's newsletter, this 
weekend will also be a time of new 
beginnings in ministry for newly ordained 
men and women, among them a member of 
our family being ordained deacon today . 
Bishop Stephen Cotterell has written that at 
these times of great change and new 
beginnings we should ‘hit the ground 
praying’. We may not be able to sit quietly 
for an extra two hours but quiet prayer can 
infuse our daily activity as we practice the 
presence of God in our lives. Biologically 95% 
of our activities are processed by the 
subconscious mind automatically.  

The Rev’d Simon Tarlton | 01600 890185|07462 893457 |simon@rawchurch.org.uk (not Wed) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican.org 
Team Administrator: Louise Jarvis |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

Apparently the frontal lobe which 
processes conscious thought just accounts 
for the other 5%. It is there that we 
become most aware of the higher power 
that imbues all our activity with love - 
God’s love in action. Today's readings 
speak to us of how each age passes on the 
mantle to the next generation. Prayerful 
awareness will allow the Holy Spirit to fill 
these new beginnings with those amazing 
gifts of “love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control”. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Faithful Creator, 
whose mercy never fails: 
deepen our faithfulness to you 
and to your living Word, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Loving Father, 
we thank you for feeding us  
at the supper of your Son: 
sustain us with your Spirit, 
that we may serve you here on earth 
until our joy is complete in heaven, 
and we share in the eternal banquet 
with Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter & Audrey Jandrell 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
John Cripwell & Cynthia Clarke 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Kings 2.1-2, 6-14 

When the LORD was about to take Elijah up 
to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were on their way from Gilgal. 2 Elijah said 
to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the LORD has sent 
me as far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As the 
LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 
leave you.’ So they went down to Bethel. 

6 Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the 
LORD has sent me to the Jordan.’ But Elisha 
said, ‘As the LORD lives, and as you yourself 
live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of them 
went on. 7 Fifty men of the company of 
prophets also went, and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were 
standing by the Jordan. 8 Then Elijah took his 
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the 
water; the water was parted to the one side 
and to the other, until the two of them 
crossed on dry ground.9 When they had 
crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I 
may do for you, before I am taken from you.’ 

Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share 
of your spirit.’ 10 He responded, ‘You have 
asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am 
being taken from you, it will be granted you; if 
not, it will not.’ 11 As they continued walking 
and talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire 
separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended 
in a whirlwind into heaven. 12 Elisha kept 
watching and crying out, ‘Father, father! The 
chariots of Israel and its horsemen!’ But when 
he could no longer see him, he grasped his own 
clothes and tore them in two pieces. 13 He 
picked up the mantle of Elijah that had fallen 
from him, and went back and stood on the bank 
of the Jordan. 14 He took the mantle of Elijah 
that had fallen from him, and struck the water, 
saying, ‘Where is the LORD, the God of Elijah?’ 
When he had struck the water, the water was 
parted to the one side and to the other, and 
Elisha went over.  
 
Second Reading  Galatians 5.1,13-25 
 
For freedom Christ has set us free. Stand firm, 
therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 
slavery. 13 For you were called to freedom, 
brothers and sisters; only do not use your 
freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, 
but through love become slaves to one another. 
14 For the whole law is summed up in a single 
commandment, ‘You shall love your neighbour 
as yourself.’ 15 If, however, you bite and devour 
one another, take care that you are not 
consumed by one another. 16 Live by the Spirit, 
I say, and do not gratify the desires of the flesh. 
17 For what the flesh desires is opposed to the 
Spirit, and what the Spirit desires is opposed to 
the flesh; for these are opposed to each other, 
to prevent you from doing what you want. 18 
But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not 
subject to the law. 19 Now the works of the 
flesh are obvious: fornication, impurity, 
licentiousness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, enmities, 
strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, 
factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and 
things like these. I am warning you, as I warned 
you before: those who do such things will not 
inherit the kingdom of God. 22 By contrast, the 



Coffee morning - Saturday 6th July at St 
Mary’s, 10.30am-12 noon. Hosted by the 
Mothers’ Union. Margaret Mason 

Alpha is back! Following the success of our 
first Alpha Course earlier in the year we will be 
running another course, beginning on Tuesday 
24th September at 7pm. The course will run 
for 10 weeks, ending on 26th November, with 
an 'away day' on Saturday 9th November. 
Each evening begins with a shared meal. If you 
missed out last time around, think you now 
might like to try Alpha or know anyone who 
would find it useful please let us 
know.  Maybe a husband or wife, friend, 
neighbour or family member is just waiting to 
know more about the wonderful story we 
have to share. Over 24 million people have 
tried Alpha in over 100 countries, and it has 
been translated into over 100 different 
languages. Alpha now runs in every part of the 
global church, in every denomination. Look 
out for the sign up sheet at the back of 
church. Simon and Christine 

Save the date, Friday 19th July, 7.30pm - We 
are delighted to announce that local Christian 
singer/songwriter duo April Shipton & Matt JR 
Hurley will be performing in St Mary's on 
Friday 19th July as part of their nationwide 
tour entitled "Beyond the 
Mountain".  Accomplished singer/songwriters 
in their own right, April and Matt met on a 
songwriting retreat, where a common passion 
to share hope to those struggling soon 
emerged. With inspirational music and 
powerful testimonies, the pair of friends are a 
poignant reminder that whatever mountain 
we face; we are never alone, and there is 
always hope. This is a free concert - all 
welcome. For more details see the website 
www.beyondthemountain.co.uk and look out 
for the posters and further details around 
church. 

Mothers Union - meet on Wednesday 3rd 
July in St. Mary’s church hall 2:00pm, when 
we have another of our own “Desert Island 
Disc” afternoons. All are welcome. 

fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23 
gentleness, and self-control. There is no law 
against such things. 24 And those who belong 
to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with 
its passions and desires. 25 If we live by the 
Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.  

Gospel Reading Luke 9.51-62 

51 When the days drew near for him be 
taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem.  
52 And he sent messengers ahead of him. On 
their way they entered a village of the 
Samaritans to make ready for him; 53 but 
they did not receive him, because his face 
was set towards Jerusalem. 54 When his 
disciples James and John saw it, they said, 
‘Lord, do you want us to command fire to 
come down from heaven and consume 
them?’ 55 But he turned and rebuked them. 
56 Then they went on to another village. 57 
As they were going along the road, someone 
said to him, ‘I will follow you wherever you 
go.’ 58 And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have 
holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the 
Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ 59 
To another Jesus said, ‘Follow me.’ But he 
said, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my 
father.’ 60 But Jesus said to him, ‘Let the 
dead bury their own dead; but as for you, go 
and proclaim the kingdom of God.’ 61 
Another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but let 
me first say farewell to those at my home.’ 62 
Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts a hand to 
the plough and looks back is fit for the 
kingdom of God.’ 

NOTICES 

 
Celebration of Marriage - A service to 
celebrate marriage will be held at St Mary's 
next Sunday - 7th July at 4pm. Do please 
come and join us. We have reached a total of 
1795 as we add up the number of years 
people have been married, please contact me 
if you would like to be added to the list, 
thank you. Freda. 
 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton     
 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
The Rev’d Prebendary Jill Talbot-Ponsonby and 
Dr Derek Glover 

Setting: Darke in F 
Introit: 707 Lift high the cross 
Psalm: 125 
Gradual: 634 Firmly I believe and truly 
Offertory: 499 Lord you give the great 
commission  
Communion: Christ is our cornerstone 
Post Communion: 691 Jesus shall reign 
 
Please join us for coffee after this service. 

9.30am Morning Prayer - Walford 
Canon Freda Davies  
 
450 Morning has broken 
35 A new Commandment 
838 It's me oh Lord 
752 Will you come and follow me 

 
12 noon Baptism Ross 
The Rev’d Prebendary Jill Talbot-Ponsonby  
 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 4th July  
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 7th July  
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Parish Communion  - Walford 
11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts 
4.00pm  Celebration of Marriage - Ross 
 
 
 

Bishop Richard is coming to St. Mary's Ross at 
9.30am on Sunday 22nd September for a 
Service of Confirmation. This will be a United 
Service for the Benefice, so that we can all 
come from our parishes to support the 
candidates. Anyone who would like to be 
confirmed is asked to contact Chris or Simon 
for further  information. 

June 100 Club Draw - took place and the 
winners were Peter Drayton, Eileen Lyon and 
Julian Utting. 
 
Thank You - for the lovely card we received 
from all our friends at St Mary’s to celebrate 
50 years of marriage. John and Cindy Trivett. 

 
Recycling - In Lent two of the Bible Study 
groups looked at the way in which humans 
have changed, and in many cases damaged, 
our planet. (See Colin’s letter in the Newsletter 
for 12 May at rawchurch.org.uk/newsletters.) 
This led us to consider the importance of 
recycling waste. We have organised a visit to 
the EnviroSort, the recycling centre outside 
Worcester, where the contents of our green 
bins is sent. There are several places unfilled 
on the trip, on the morning of Monday 29 July. 
If anyone would like to join us, please speak to 
Janet Cooper (769266 or 
janetcooper272@btinternet.com). 

Open Evening at the Supper Club - July 2nd; 
Rod Barker on ‘Hereford’s University’. Castle 
Lodge Hotel, 7 for 7:30, summer Buffet. Cost is 
£10 per head. Rod Barker is a Trustee of the 
new university. William Hazelton 568705.  

Special Summer Coffee on a Tuesday - It is to 
take place at Margaret Thomas’ house on 
Tuesday 30th July. Stoney Garth, Archenfield 
Road, Ross on Wye, HR9  7TA. Corner of 
Cleeve Lane and Archenfield Road. Everyone is 
welcome 

St Mary’s Churchyard Angels - The next 
churchyard maintenance get together is 
Saturday next - July 6th. All strimmers and 
rakers welcome. John Setchfield 


