
Up and down the country, in Diocese after 
Diocese, men and women, some young and 
some not so, are preparing themselves for an 
extraordinary, life-changing moment. It is a 
moment that they will have been preparing 
for most intently over the last two or three 
years but actually their whole lives have been 
leading up to what is about to happen.  

The services of ordination go back to the 
Church’s earliest days. Although the New 
Testament and other early Christian writings 
do not provide any details of the process by 
which ministers were chosen and 
commissioned, what evidence there is 
suggests that within the first few centuries 
election by the whole Christian community 
followed by prayer accompanied by the 
laying on of hands emerged as the 
fundamental elements of the act of 
ordination. The community chose those who 
were to be its ministers and then prayed that 
God would equip them with the gifts needed 
to fulfil that particular ministry. In essence 
very little has changed. 

Always at this time of year I am reminded of 
my own ordination and in particular of the 
words in one telling phrase the Bishop uses 
towards the beginning of the service; 
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“Remember always with thanksgiving that 
the people among whom you will minister 
are made in God’s image and likeness.” 
They are words that we all might do well to 
have at the forefront of our minds. 
Whether ordained or not we are all 
engaged, as Christians, in any number of a 
multitude of examples of God’s ministry. It 
might be visiting someone in hospital, 
praying for the unloved or talking to a 
fellow shopper in the supermarket 
checkout. In each we see God’s image, an 
example of God’s love and are offered an 
opportunity to draw closer to Him.  

If you have the opportunity I urge you to 

go to the cathedral next weekend and 

attend one of the ordination services. They 

are beautiful, stirring and life-giving 

moments. The ordination of Deacons is at 

10.30am on Sunday 30th June and the 

ordination of Priests at 4.30pm on 

Saturday 29th.      

Simon 
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The First Sunday after Trinity  
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
God of truth,  
help us to keep your law of love 
and to walk in ways of wisdom, 
that we may find true life 
in Jesus Christ your Son. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Eternal Father, 
we thank you for nourishing us 
with these heavenly gifts: 
may our communion strengthen us in faith, 
build us up in hope, 
and make us grow in love; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter & Audrey Jandrell 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
John Cripwell  
 
TODAY’S READINGS 

First Reading Kings 19.1-4(5-7) 8-15a 

Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and 
how he had killed all the prophets with the 
sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to 
Elijah, saying, ‘So may the gods do to me, and 
more also, if I do not make your life like the 
life of one of them by this time tomorrow.’ 3 
Then he was afraid; he got up and fled for his 
life, and came to Beer-sheba, which belongs 
to Judah; he left his servant there. 4 But he 
himself went a day’s journey into the 
wilderness, and came and sat down under a 
solitary broom tree. He asked that he might 
die: ‘It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my 
life, for I am no better than my ancestors.’ 5 
Then he lay down under the broom tree and 
fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him 
and said to him, ‘Get up and eat.’ 6 He 
looked, and there at his head was a cake 
baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He 
ate and drank, and lay down again. 7 The 
angel of the LORD came a second time, 
touched him, and said, ‘Get up and eat, 

otherwise the journey will be too much for you.’ 
8 He got up, and ate and drank; then he went in 
the strength of that food forty days and forty 
nights to Horeb the mount of God. 9 At that 
place he came to a cave, and spent the night 
there. Then the word of the LORD came to him, 
saying, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ 10 He 
answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the 
LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your 
altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I 
alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to 
take it away.’ He said, ‘Go out and stand on the 
mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is 
about to pass by.’ Now there was a great wind, 
so strong that it was splitting mountains and 
breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but 
the LORD was not in the wind; and after the 
wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in 
the earthquake; 12 and after the earthquake a 
fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; and after 
the fire a sound of sheer silence. 13 When Elijah 
heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and 
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 
Then there came a voice to him that said, ‘What 
are you doing here, Elijah?’ 14 He answered, ‘I 
have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of 
hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your 
covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed 
your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, 
and they are seeking my life, to take it away.’ 15 
Then the LORD said to him, ‘Go, return on your 
way to the wilderness of Damascus; when you 
arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over 
Aram.’  
 
Second Reading  Galatians 3.23-29 
 

23 Before faith came, we were imprisoned and 
guarded under the law until faith would be 
revealed. 24 Therefore the law was our 
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we 
might be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith 
has come, we are no longer subject to a 
disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you are all 
children of God through faith. 27 As many of 
you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ; 28 There is no longer Jew 



whom the demons had gone begged that he 
might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, 
saying, 39 ‘Return to your home, and declare 
how much God has done for you.’ So he went 
away, proclaiming throughout the city how 
much Jesus had done for him. 

NOTICES 
Celebration of Marriage - A service to celebrate 
marriage will be held at St Mary's on Sunday 7th 
July at 4pm. Do please come and join us. We are 
close to reaching our original target of a total of 
1000 as we add up the number of years people 
have been married, please contact me if you 
would like to be added to the list, thank you. 
Freda. 
 

Church + Camping = Champing will be 
happening at St Michael’s, Walford on Saturday 
29th June. We are inviting families to come and 
join us camping either in the church itself or in 
the churchyard. Numbers are limited so let us 
know if you would like to join us asap. Contact 
Christine.christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican 
or Wendy wraalston@gmail.com for further 
details  

Evensong on tour - As part of this weekend's 
Open Gardens our regular service of Evensong 
will take place at Ross Court Care Home at the 
earlier time of 3.45pm on Sunday. Weather 
permitting we hope to be in the garden for the 
service. Please note there will be no Evensong in 
church this Sunday. 

Christian Aid 2019. The total for the whole of 
the Ross area and the villages has now been 
finalised. £6616.40 has been sent and this 
amount will increase through  gift aid 
contributions. Once again many thanks to all 
who collected and donated. Jean Harrison  

Bishop Richard is coming to St. Mary's Ross at 
9.30am on Sunday 22nd September for a Service 
of Confirmation. This will be a United Service for 
the Benefice, so that we can all come from our 
parishes to support the candidates. Anyone who 
would like to be confirmed is asked to contact 
Chris or Simon for further  information. 

or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; for all of 
you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you 
belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 
offspring, heirs according to the promise.  
 

Gospel Reading Luke 8.26-39 

26 Jesus and his disciples arrived at the 
country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite 
Galilee. 27 As he stepped out on land, a man 
of the city who had demons met him. For a 
long time he had worn no clothes, and he did 
not live in a house but in the tombs. 28 When 
he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and 
shouted at the top of his voice, ‘What have 
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God? I beg you, do not torment me’ – 29 
for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit 
to come out of the man. (For many times it 
had seized him; he was kept under guard and 
bound with chains and shackles, but he 
would break the bonds and be driven by the 
demon into the wilds.) 30 Jesus then asked 
him, ‘What is your name?’ He said, ‘Legion’; 
for many demons had entered him. 31 They 
begged him not to order them to go back into 
the abyss.32 Now there on the hillside a large 
herd of swine was feeding; and the demons 
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he 
gave them permission. 33 Then the demons 
came out of the man and entered the swine, 
and the herd rushed down the steep bank 
into the lake and was drowned. 34 When the 
swineherds saw what had happened, they 
ran off and told it in the city and in the 
country. 35 Then people came out to see 
what had happened, and when they came to 
Jesus, they found the man from whom the 
demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
clothed and in his right mind. And they were 
afraid. 36 Those who had seen it told them 
how the one who had been possessed by 
demons had been healed. 37 Then all the 
people of the surrounding country of the 
Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for 
they were seized with great fear. So he got 
into the boat and returned. 38 The man from 
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                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 
 
9.30am All Age Worship - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton & Christine Cattanach 
 
See separate order of service 
 
Please join us for coffee after this service. 

11.15am  Family Service - Walford 
The Rev’d Christopher Blanchard &  
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe 
 
18 All I once held dear 
45 As the deer pants 
461 My Jesus my Saviour 

 

3.45pm Evensong - Ross Court 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 

 

 

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 27th June 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 30th June 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Morning Prayer - Walford 
12 noon Baptism - Ross  
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Alpha is back! Following the success of our 
first Alpha Course earlier in the year we will be 
running another course, beginning on Tuesday 
24th September at 7pm. The course will run 
for 10 weeks, ending on 26th November, with 
an 'away day' on Saturday 9th November. 
Each evening begins with a shared meal. If you 
missed out last time around, think you now 
might like to try Alpha or know anyone who 
would find it useful please let us 
know.  Maybe a husband or wife, friend, 
neighbour or family member is just waiting to 
know more about the wonderful story we 
have to share. Over 24 million people have 
tried Alpha in over 100 countries, and it has 
been translated into over 100 different 
languages. Alpha now runs in every part of the 
global church, in every denomination. Look 
out for the sign up sheet at the back of 
church. Simon and Christine 

Save the date, Friday 19th July, 7.30pm - We 
are delighted to announce that local Christian 
singer/songwriter duo April Shipton & Matt JR 
Hurley will be performing in St Mary's on 
Friday 19th July as part of their nationwide 
tour entitled "Beyond the 
Mountain".  Accomplished singer/songwriters 
in their own right, April and Matt met on a 
songwriting retreat, where a common passion 
to share hope to those struggling soon 
emerged. With inspirational music and 
powerful testimonies, the pair of friends are a 
poignant reminder that whatever mountain 
we face; we are never alone, and there is 
always hope. This is a free concert - all 
welcome. For more details see the website 
www.beyondthemountain.co.uk and look out 
for the posters and further details around 
church. 

Big Church Survey - continues until the end of 
June. Peter Reynolds 

 

 

 

 


