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4th Sunday of Easter
We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today.

rawchurch.org.uk
Perhaps one of the most common opening
lines when we meet someone is: ‘Hello, how
are you? We British, being the reticent people
we are, will most probably reply with a: ‘Fine
thank you.’ It is a common reply whatever is
going on in our lives at that moment. ‘How
are you?’ is nevertheless an important
question. Certainly, when looking back over
several decades, I find it quite hard to
remember a time when that sense of
insecurity and being generally unsettled were
so prominent and palpable in society. The
political squabbles of Brexit have left many of
us with a profound feeling of dismay.
Factional and individual interests seem
constantly to trump and overrule what many
of us had taken for granted, namely a good
sense of British pragmatism and common
sense. There is a real fear that whoever
shouts loudest or pushes hardest will get their
way. A few years ago, when studying ethical
approaches to making good decisions, those
teaching me pointed out the importance of

balancing the rights of the individual with
perspectives that looked carefully at what
might be for the overall good of society. The
good of the many is to be an essential part of
what is required. Perhaps it as an obvious
thing to say but not everyone can have
everything they want. A healthy society

requires attentiveness to the overall good of
its members especially the powerless,
voiceless and marginalised.
A society that is ill at ease can very easily
become a society where anger broods. I
share, with others the deep concern at the
rise in knife crime. Those on the social
margins, often in dysfunctional families and
lacking resources are prone to enter gangs
where their longing for identity comes linked
to crime and violence. Alice Thomson writing
recently in the Times wrote…Violence is not a
craze, it’s a symptom showing these children
need care and consideration. “There’s an
African saying, ‘If a child doesn’t feel part of a
village they will burn it down for heat.” Of
course, we cannot excuse or overlook
violence. The question is to how best to
address it with lasting solutions. To the young
everything can look precarious and fractious.
As Christians we have a long heritage of
emphasising and working for the common
good. The Old Testament longing for shalom
and wellbeing overflow into the New
Testament ethics of Christ’s kingly rule and
reign. As Easter people we believe that death,
destruction and evil do not have the last
word. Ours are the values of love and hope

and ours is the season to make a difference.
Alistair
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TODAY’S COLLECT
Risen Christ,
you filled your disciples with boldness and
fresh hope:
strengthen us to proclaim your risen life
and fill us with your peace,
to the glory of God the Father.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Living God,
your Son made himself known to his disciples
in the breaking of bread:
open the eyes of our faith,
that we may see him in all his redeeming
work;
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:
Terry Carter, John Cripwell
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:
Peggy Sanderson, David Bowen, Anne Scott

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading Acts 9.1-6 (7-20)
Saul, still breathing threats and murder
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the
high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the
synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found
any who belonged to the Way, men or
women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. 3 Now as he was going along and
approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from
heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the
ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul,
Saul, why do you persecute me?’ 5 He asked,
‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am
Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But get up
and enter the city, and you will be told what
you are to do.’ 7 The men who were travelling
with him stood speechless because they heard
the voice but saw no one. 8 Saul got up from
the ground, and though his eyes were open,
he could see nothing; so they led him by the
hand and brought him into Damascus. 9 For

three days he was without sight, and neither ate
nor drank.
10 Now there was a disciple in Damascus named
Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision,
‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ 11 The
Lord said to him, ‘Get up and go to the street
called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for
a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he
is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man
named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him
so that he might regain his sight.’ 13 But Ananias
answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from many about
this man, how much evil he has done to your
saints in Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority
from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your
name.’ 15 But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is
an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my
name before Gentiles and kings and before the
people of Israel; 16 I myself will show him how
much he must suffer for the sake of my name.’
17 So Ananias went and entered the house. He
laid his hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way
here, has sent me so that you may regain your
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’ 18 And
immediately something like scales fell from his
eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up
and was baptized, 19 and after taking some food,
he regained his strength. For several days he was
with the disciples in Damascus, 20 and
immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the
synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’
Second Reading Revelation 5.11-14
11 I, John, looked, and I heard the voice of many
angels surrounding the throne and the living
creatures and the elders; they numbered
myriads of myriads and thousands of thousands,
12 singing with full voice, ‘Worthy is the Lamb
that was slaughtered to receive power and
wealth and wisdom and might
and honour and glory and blessing!’
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on
earth and under the earth and in the sea, and all
that is in them, singing,

‘To the one seated on the throne and to the
Lamb
be blessing and honour and glory and might
for ever and ever!’
14 And the four living creatures said, ‘Amen!’
And the elders fell down and worshipped.
Gospel Reading John 21.1-19
Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by
the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in
this way. 2 Gathered there together were
Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin,
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of
Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. 3
Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’
They said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They
went out and got into the boat, but that night
they caught nothing.
4 Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the
beach; but the disciples did not know that it
was Jesus. 5 Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you
have no fish, have you?’ They answered him,
‘No.’ 6 He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the
right side of the boat, and you will find some.’
So they cast it, and now they were not able to
haul it in because there were so many fish. 7
That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter,
‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that
it was the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he
was naked, and jumped into the lake. 8 But
the other disciples came in the boat, dragging
the net full of fish, for they were not far from
the land, only about a hundred yards off.
9 When they had gone ashore, they saw a
charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and bread.
10 Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish
that you have just caught.’ 11 So Simon Peter
went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of
large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them;
and though there were so many, the net was
not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, ‘Come and
have breakfast.’ Now none of the disciples
dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because
they knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and
took the bread and gave it to them, and did
the same with the fish. 14 This was now the

third time that Jesus appeared to the disciples
after he was raised from the dead.
15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do
you love me more than these?’ He said to
him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.’
Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 16 A
second time he said to him, ‘Simon son of
John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes,
Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to
him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ 17 He said to him the
third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love
me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him
the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he said
to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know
that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my
sheep. 18 Very truly, I tell you, when you were
younger, you used to fasten your own belt
and go wherever you wished. But when you
grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and
someone else will fasten a belt around you
and take you where you do not wish to go.’ 19
He said this to indicate the kind of death by
which he would glorify God. After this he said
to him, ‘Follow me.’
NOTICES
Contemplative Prayer Group will be meeting
on Wednesday 15th May at 11 am in Freda's
home. Do join us if you feel you would like to
try this form of quiet prayer. Further details
from Freda on 562366
Christian Aid Week May 12 -18 Please
remember the house to house collectors in
your prayers. There will be a table in church
with literature and envelopes for people who
did not have someone call on them. Jean
Harrison
Open Gardens date change
Open Gardens 2019 has changed to Sat 22 &
Sun 23 June. With 19 gardens, we will need
lots of volunteers (and visitors) to support the
event. Peter Reynolds for Friends of St Mary's.

Benefice Activities – many thanks to
everyone who has sent me a note. If you
have not done so yet then please send me a
list of the groups that you convene; name,
purpose, membership, activity. With thanks
and hope. Colin colin.leggate@tiscali.co.uk
The 4-weekly 100 Club Draw took place
before the 9.30am Parish Communion on
Sunday 28th April 2019 and the winners
were 1st Prize Heather Lovett. 2nd Prize
William Hazelton. 3rd Prize Simon Tarlton
Pauline Waters
Ross Community Larder will be holding
their AGM on Tuesday 14th May at the
Friends Meeting House, Brampton Road at
7pm. Business is kept to a minimum and
this year our talk will be on 'Modern Day
Slavery'. Please join us for what should be a
very interesting discussion and also the
chance to learn more about the Community
Larder in Ross. Light refreshments will be
served. Many thanks Lindsay Cole
Thinking Film is back. Join us on Thursday
9th May, 7pm in the church hall, for an old
favourite, 'Brigadoon'. Two Americans in
Scotland come across a village in which
people harbour a mysterious secret. The
emptiness of city life is contrasted sharply
against the warmth and simplicity of the
country, focusing on a theme of love
transcending time. All are welcome. Just
turn up. Entrance is free and includes a
glass of wine and unlimited popcorn! For
more information contact Simon
Supper Club Tuesday 7th May 7.00pm at
The Castle Lodge Hotel. Talk being given by
Marilyn and Peter Reynolds ‘Voyage across
Canada in Lulu’ Please contact William
Hazelton for menu choices. Everybody
welcome . william@wyenet.net or 01989
568705

SERVICES TODAY

8.00am Holy Communion - Ross
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross
The Rev’d Prebendary Jill Talbot-Ponsonby and Dr
Derek Glover
Sunday kids runs during this service
Introit: 486 Christ is the King! O friends rejoice
Psalm: 30
Gradual: 769 Rejoice, the Lord is King
Offertory: 709 Light of the minds that know him
Communion: Out of the stillness - Shephard
Post Communion: 507 We have a gospel to
proclaim
Please join us for coffee after this service.
9.30am Parish Communion - Walford
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton
Entry Hymn : 9 Alleluia! Hearts to heaven
Gospel Acclamation: 8. v2 Alleluia!
Offertory Hymn: 37 Angel voices ever singing
Post Communion: 433 Love’s redeeming work
11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts School
Canon Freda Davies
11.30am Baptism - Ross
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton
SERVICES NEXT WEEK
Thursday 9th May
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross
Sunday 12th May
8.00am Holy Communion - Ross
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross
9.30am Family Service - Walford
11.30am Baptism - Ross
6.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross
St Mary’s Church Cleaning. We urgently need two
or three people to join the cleaning rota, to clean
the tables, chairs and floor in the nave about once
a month, and to help out occasionally in other
parts of the church when people are on holiday.
Please contact Janet Cooper (769266) if you think
you could help.

