
I suspect that for many of us, including me, 
the life and significance of St. Dunstan have 
been a mystery. Dunstan was a nobleman of 
Wessex, related to the royal family by 
marriage – a link that was to lead him to high 
office when he had the royal favour. He was 
brought to court during Athelstan’s reign by 
his uncle Athelm, archbishop of Canterbury. 
When Edmund became king (939-46) he and 
Dunstan were close companions. Edmund 
appointed him Abbot of Glastonbury, giving 
him land and promising him whatever he 
needed to establish the monastery.  

Following a period when he was out of favour 
under King Edwy, Dunstan returned to court 
in 959, was appointed Bishop of Worcester, 
then Bishop of London and Archbishop of 
Canterbury in 960. Such a meteoric rise 
reminds me of a ‘fast track’ system 
introduced by the Church of England a few 
years ago to recognise and support the 
ministry of those identified as particularly 
gifted. After a considerable amount of 
publicity the scheme seems to have faded 
into the background, never to be heard of 
again. Perhaps when the scheme’s founders 
examined the experiences of the 10th century 
church they realised they were always going 
to fall short. 
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So what has this all got to do with bell 

ringing? As well as attending to the spiritual 

needs of his people and promoting peace 

throughout the land Dunstan did a great deal 

of work in restoring churches. By being 

concerned with the architectural fabric of the 

Church he allowed his creative side to 

experiment with and develop the design and 

forging of bells.  It was his success in this and 

the subsequent importance given to the role 

that the sound of bells had amongst 

communities across the land that endeared 

him to bell ringers which lasts to this day.  

Dunstan is buried in Canterbury Cathedral 

and is acknowledged on the right hand side of 

the High Altar.  He was later canonised and 

his Feast Day is May 19th.   
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Eternal God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, 
and the life: 
grant us to walk in his way, 
to rejoice in his truth, 
and to share his risen life; 
who is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter, John Cripwell & Fred Jones  
 
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND 
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Anne Scott, Jennifer Smith, Margaret 
Brimson, Elizabeth Whittall & Sandra 
Skinmore 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading Acts  11.1-18 
The apostles and the believers who were in 
Judea heard that the Gentiles had also 
accepted the word of God. 2 So when Peter 
went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 
believers criticized him, 3 saying, ‘Why did you 
go to uncircumcised men and eat with them?’ 
4 Then Peter began to explain it to them, step 
by step, saying, 5 ‘I was in the city of Joppa 
praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There 
was something like a large sheet coming down 
from heaven, being lowered by its four 
corners; and it came close to me. 6 As I looked 
at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts 
of prey, reptiles, and birds of the air. 7 I also 
heard a voice saying to me, “Get up, Peter; kill 
and eat.” 8 But I replied, “By no means, Lord; 
for nothing profane or unclean has ever 
entered my mouth.” 9 But a second time the 

voice answered from heaven, “What God has 
made clean, you must not call profane.” 10 This 
happened three times; then everything was 
pulled up again to heaven. 11 At that very 
moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea, 
arrived at the house where we were. 12 The 
Spirit told me to go with them and not to make a 
distinction between them and us. These six 
brothers also accompanied me, and we entered 
the man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen 
the angel standing in his house and saying, “Send 
to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14 
he will give you a message by which you and 
your entire household will be saved.” 15 And as I 
began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them 
just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16 And I 
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had 
said, “John baptized with water, but you will be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 17 If then God 
gave them the same gift that he gave us when 
we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I 
that I could hinder God?’ 18 When they heard 
this, they were silenced. And they praised God, 
saying, ‘Then God has given even to the Gentiles 
the repentance that leads to life.’ 
 
Second Reading Revelation 21.1-6 
I, John, saw a new heaven and a new earth; for 
the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the 
holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
of heaven from God, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud 
voice from the throne saying, 
‘See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.’ 

5 And the one who was seated on the throne 
said, ‘See, I am making all things new.’ Also he 
said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy 



St Michael and All Angels & The Daily Bread 
Brampton Abbotts Community Open Day 
Thursday 30th May from 12.30pm - 8.45pm - 
pop in for afternoon tea 4.00pm-5.00pm and 
take a look at the recently repaired Church 
and find out the latest on the Daily Bread 
project. All welcome BAcRG 

Thanks - to all members of the Bible Study 
groups who made extra contributions to the 
Bible-a-Month fund during Lent. We have 
been able to send an additional £50 to Bible 
Society to provide Children's Bibles for 
churches in Malawi, where over 50% of the 
population is under 18 and educational 
resources are scarce. Janet Nelson  

Does anyone remember being lent a book by 
Sarah a while ago? It's called the Oxford/SCM 
Queer Companion to the Bible? Sarah emailed 
me recently saying she thought she may have 
lent it to someone here and now needs it 
back. If you have it could you let me know? 
Many thanks, Simon 

Next Sunday, 26th May - we return with our 
regular All Age Worship at 9.30 in St. Mary's. 
Our theme is journeying and travelling, so 
bring your compasses, hiking boots, bibles 
and anything else that helps you on your 
journeys. As usual there will be no Holy 
Communion at this service but of course 
Communion will be part of our 8.00 am 
service.  

 

                   
 

 

 

 

 

 

and true.’ 6 Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I 
am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning 
and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as 
a gift from the spring of the water of life.’ 
 
Gospel Reading John 13.31-35 
31 During the supper, when Judas had gone 
out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son of Man has been 
glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 
32 If God has been glorified in him, God will 
also glorify him in himself and will glorify him 
at once. 33 Little children, I am with you only a 
little longer. You will look for me; and as I said 
to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am 
going, you cannot come.” 34 I give you a new 
commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another. 35 By this everyone will know 
that you are my disciples, if you have love for 
one another.’ 

 

NOTICES 
Open Gardens Volunteers - 22/23 June A list 
for volunteering is at the back of the church.  
We would be grateful for any help you can 
offer. There are 2 slots daily of 2hr 45 Mins. 
Questions? – talk to Peter Reynolds. 

St Mary’s Church Cleaning - We urgently need 
two or three people to join the cleaning rota, 
to clean the tables, chairs and floor in the 
nave about once a month, and to help out 
occasionally in other parts of the church when 
people are on holiday. Please contact Janet 
Cooper (769266) if you think you could help. 
 
COAT - at the home of David and Sheila 
Walshaw: Woodwinds, Firs Road, Ross, HR9 
5BH on Tuesday 28th May 10.30 to 12. 
Telephone  no. 01989 763167.  The first house 
in on the right as you turn in, but parking is 
limited. Everyone is welcome 

 
 



                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton  
Sunday kids runs during this service 
Setting:  Trinity Mass - Dyke 
Choir: Up good Christen folk - arr Woodward 
Introit:  O God, who madest time (see insert) 
Psalm:  150 - Iles 
Grad: 212 Now the green blade riseth 
Offertory: Unchanging God who livest (see insert) 
Communion:  Sing choirs of heaven - Shepherd 
Post Com:  821 When in our music 
 
Please join us for coffee after this service. 

 

9.30am  Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Christopher Blanchard 
Entry Hymn: 340 Jerusalem the golden 
Gospel Acclamation: 8. v4 Alleluia! 
Offertory Hymn: 127 Come thou Holy Spirit 
Communion: 437 Make me a channel of your 
peace  

11.15am Village Service - Brampton Abbotts 
School 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 

11.30am Baptism - Walford 
The Rev’d Christopher Blanchard 

 

                      SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 23rd May 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 26th May 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  All Age Worship - Ross 
10.15am Parish Walk & BBQ - Walford 
6.00pm  Choral Evensong - Ross 
 

 

For your prayers.. 

For Oliver Kirkham to be baptised in St 
Michaels & All Angels, Walford today 

Please pray for all the school leavers as they 
gather in Hereford Cathedral on Thursday 
23rd May, celebrating the friends they have 
made, the teachers that have guided them 
and the new adventures they now look 
forward to.  

For Rachael & Tom married yesterday in 
Walford 

 

   


