
Corpus Christi - what does it mean? 
I spent Easter Day in Rome this year, as part 
of my sabbatical/study leave– my first ever 
Holy Week away from ministry since 
ordination! I visited the Venerable English 
College, the Roman Catholic seminary in the 
heart of Rome, where I had been an Anglican 
student on placement for four months, 1981-
2, prior to ordination. It was lovely to relive 
memories of that time, which was very 
important in my formation. If course, I can 
never resist an extract from my diary. It refers 
to a procession of the Blessed Sacrament 
taking place:  
22 October 1981  
The neighbouring church of San Lorenzo is 
having a ‘forty hours devotion’ of the Blessed 
Sacrament, so I go next door to look on. As the 
procession of the Sacrament is forming up, 
one of the servers turns to me and asks if I’m 
from the college. On replying ‘si’ he gets me to 
carry one of the 8 poles attached to the 
canopy over the Sacrament. Dressed in my 
jeans, the only religious garments provided 
are a pair of white nylon gloves, which I 
don .The procession sets off – alas my ‘other 
half’ on the canopy is an Italian man about 
four feet tall, so our end of the canopy bucks 
and stutters, rather like a pantomime horse..... 
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I mention this, as this month, of course, sees 
the great feast of Corpus Christi, on Thursday 
20 June – always the Thursday after Trinity 
Sunday – so a moveable feast. It’s kept with 
great solemnity in Catholic countries, and the 
procession of the Sacrament is a great 
community event, with all involved, and the 
procession moving through the streets of 
towns and villages. In this country, our 
celebration of the feast is more muted but 
still important, and I do encourage us to 
remember and keep it. Why? Because I think 
that, sometimes, we take the Holy 
Communion for granted – even as routine. 
Corpus Christi encourages us to realise afresh 
the enormity of what we believe – that God 
himself comes down to us – that we can 
receive him into our very selves under the 
form of bread and wine and that this Real 
Presence gives us hope and strength for the 
pilgrim journey. What a wonderful gift we are 
offered each week in our churches – if we will 
but hold out our hands to receive that gift! 
 
With my prayers and good wishes 

Michael Tavinor 
Dean 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Risen, ascended Lord, 
as we rejoice at your triumph, 
fill your Church on earth with power and 
compassion, 
that all who are estranged by sin 
may find forgiveness and know your peace, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Eternal God, giver of love and power, 
your Son Jesus Christ  
has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom: 
confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we 
proclaim; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter, John Cripwell & Audrey Jandrell 
 
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND 
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Berthe Olive Wood 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading Acts  16.16-34 
16 One day, as we were going to the place of 
prayer, we met a slave-girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners a great 
deal of money by fortune-telling. 17 While she 
followed Paul and us, she would cry out, 
‘These men are slaves of the Most High God, 
who proclaim to you a way of salvation.‘ 18 
She kept doing this for many days. But Paul, 
very much annoyed, turned and said to the 
spirit, ‘I order you in the name of Jesus Christ 
to come out of her.‘ And it came out that very 
hour. 19 But when her owners saw that their 
hope of making money was gone, they seized 
Paul and Silas and dragged them into the 
market-place before the authorities. 20 When 

they had brought them before the magistrates, 
they said, ‘These men are disturbing our city; 
they are Jews and are advocating customs 21 
that are not lawful for us as Romans to adopt or 
observe.‘ 22 The crowd joined in attacking them, 
and the magistrates had them stripped of their 
clothing and ordered them to be beaten with 
rods. 23 After they had given them a severe 
flogging, they threw them into prison and 
ordered the jailer to keep them securely. 24 
Following these instructions, he put them in the 
innermost cell and fastened their feet in the 
stocks. 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were 
praying and singing hymns to God, and the 
prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly 
there was an earthquake, so violent that the 
foundations of the prison were shaken; and 
immediately all the doors were opened and 
everyone's chains were unfastened. 27 When the 
jailer woke up and saw the prison doors wide 
open, he drew his sword and was about to kill 
himself, since he supposed that the prisoners 
had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted in a loud voice, 
‘Do not harm yourself, for we are all here.’ 29 
The jailer called for lights, and rushing in, he fell 
down trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 Then 
he brought them outside and said, ‘Sirs, what 
must I do to be saved?’ 31 They answered, 
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, 
you and your household.’ 32 They spoke the 
word of the Lord to him and to all who were in 
his house. 33 At the same hour of the night he 
took them and washed their wounds; then he 
and his entire family were baptized without 
delay. 34 He brought them up into the house and 
set food before them; and he and his entire 
household rejoiced that he had become a 
believer in God.  
 
Second Reading Revelation 22.12-14, 16-17, 

20-21  
I, John, heard a voice saying to me: 12 ‘See, I am 
coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay 
according to everyone’s work. 13 I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the first and the last, the 



NOTICES 
Open Gardens Volunteers - 22/23 June A list 
for volunteering is at the back of the church.  
We would be grateful for any help you can 
offer. There are 2 slots daily of 2hr 45 Mins. 
Questions? – talk to Peter Reynolds. 

St Mary’s Church Cleaning - We urgently need 
two or three people to join the cleaning rota, 
to clean the tables, chairs and floor in the 
nave about once a month, and to help out 
occasionally in other parts of the church when 
people are on holiday. Please contact Janet 
Cooper (769266) if you think you could help. 

Whispering across Centuries -  During 2018 a 
number of individuals and groups were 
invited to visit St. Michael and All Angels 
Brampton Abbotts, to produce a personal 
artistic response to the Norman church, its 
conservation and its planned re-opening. 
Their work, at present in the cathedral, will be 
exhibited in St Mary’s from 8 to 29 June.  
Do come to see it. For further information 
please contact John Sherahilo at: 
jsherahilo@googlemail.com. 

The Friends of St Mary’s AGM - takes place 
on Wednesday 5th June at 7.15 pm in Church. 
It will be followed at 7.45 by an illustrated talk 
by Heather Hurley which will look at how 
buildings in Ross have changed over the last 
90 years. All are welcome for one or both 
parts of the evening. There is no charge. Mark 

Pentecost celebration - at The Venue on Hill 
Street, on Sunday 9th June at 1pm, to include 
lunch and a celebration. More details to 
follow. Dawn Bradford, Churches Together in 
Ross and District 

Mothers Union - will meet on June 5th at 
2pm in the St Mary’s church hall, the topic will 
be  Crisis Intervention.  All are welcome. 
Margaret Willis  

beginning and the end. 
14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so 
that they will have the right to the tree of life 
and may enter the city by the gates. 
16 It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with 
this testimony for the churches. I am the root 
and the descendant of David, the bright 
morning star.’ 
17 The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ 
And let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’ 
And let everyone who is thirsty come. 
Let anyone who wishes take the water of life 
as a gift. 
20 The one who testifies to these things says, 
‘Surely I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord 
Jesus! 21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with 
all the saints. Amen.  
 

Gospel Reading John 14.23-29 
Jesus looked up to heaven and prayed: ‘Holy 
Father, 20 I ask not only on behalf of these, 
but also on behalf of those who will believe in 
me through their word, 21 that they may all 
be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in 
you, may they also be in us, so that the world 
may believe that you have sent me. 22 The 
glory that you have given me I have given 
them, so that they may be one, as we are one, 
23 I in them and you in me, that they may 
become completely one, so that the world 
may know that you have sent me and have 
loved them even as you have loved me. 24 
Father, I desire that those also, whom you 
have given me, may be with me where I am, 
to see my glory, which you have given me 
because you loved me before the foundation 
of the world. 25 ‘Righteous Father, the world 
does not know you, but I know you; and these 
know that you have sent me. 26 I made your 
name known to them, and I will make it 
known, so that the love with which you have 
loved me may be in them, and I in them.’  
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                              SERVICES TODAY  
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
 
Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Introit: 223 All hail the power 
Psalm: 97 
Grad: 232 The head that once was crowned  
with thorns 
Offertory: 224 Ascended Christ who gained 
Communion: God is gone up - Finzi 
Post Com: 612 Christ triumphant 
 
Please join us for coffee after this service. 

9.30am  Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Christopher Blanchard 

Entry: 15 Christ whose glory 
Gradual: 580 Rejoice the Lord is King 
Offertory: 540 O thou who at thy Eucharist 
Post communion: 104 Christ triumphant  

 

11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts 
School    
Christine Cattanach & Jo Child            

 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
 

Sunday 9th June 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am  Family Communion - Walford 
6.00pm  Choral Evensong - Ross 
 
 

Big Church Survey - Our Benefice is a ‘pilot’ 
church for this Church of England led survey 
of your feelings about your faith and your 
church. The survey is completely anonymous 
and we are hoping that 80 or more 
parishioners will complete the survey on line 
or on paper. To complete online go to 
www.bigchurchsurvey.org click on “The 
survey” then “complete your survey on line”. 
The first page asks you for a Church ID - for St 
Mary’s & Brampton enter 34145, For Walford 
30503 – Now click NEXT and start answering 
the thought provoking questions.  No 
computer? - use a paper copy - they are on 
the greeting desk at back of church – 
complete the survey and post in the box on 
the same table. I am the St Mary’s 
‘Champion’ and will enter your data later – 
but I won’t know who you are. We have 3 
weeks to complete the survey (ie by 16 June), 
but please do it this weekend.  Call Peter 
Reynolds on 564830 or 
peter@fosmross.org.uk for queries and 
feedback on the survey process. 

The monthly 100 Club Draw  - took place 
before the 9.30am All Age Service at St 
Mary’s on Sunday 26 May 2019 and the 
winners were: 1st Prize Sue Edwards, 2nd 
Prize Howard Owen, 3rd Prize Helen & John 
Setchfield. There are still plenty of numbers 
available if you would like to join in the fun. 
Please contact me for more details. By 
joining you not only have the chance of 
winning one of three monthly money prizes 
of £70 £20 and £10 but you will have the 
satisfaction of knowing your contribution is 
helping in the upkeep of our beautiful 
church. Thank you, Pauline Waters 
 

Bishop Richard is coming to St. Mary's Ross 
at 9.30am on Sunday 22nd September for a 
Service of Confirmation. This will be a United 
Service for the Benefice, so that we can all 
come from our parishes to support the 
candidates. Anyone who would like to be 
confirmed is asked to contact Chris or Simon 
for further  information. 
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