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6th Sunday of Easter
We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today.

rawchurch.org.uk

Recently we returned from a 4000 mile
voyage around the Baltic Sea. During that
time we were bound up in a hectic world of
tourism, rushing from place to place, all of us
trying to see as much as we could, cramming
in a lifetime experience in a couple of weeks.
Much of that time we spent looking for a still
point ‘far from the madding crowd’. The
highpoint was indeed the winter palace and
the Hermitage Museum in Saint Petersburg,
but all done as a whistle stop tour, with
glimpses of some of the great old masters
from Leonardo to Rembrandt. The experience
at times became a blur as we tried to seek
stillness and peace among the bustle and
rush. But then we came to the small secluded
city of Helsinki with late flowering daffodils
and tulips and an air of stillness. We had been
told about the rock church hewn into a
massive piece of natural granite but when we
found it, it was filled with chattering milling
tourists. Then at noon a Lutheran pastor came
and lead midday prayers in English and at that
point a stillness came over the whole building,
the hubbub died down and people were
drawn into the immense peace of this holy
place among the rocks.

The world we live in is mainly about ‘doing’,
when our operating systems take over, and
which can often affect our church life and
spirituality.
Thomas
Merton
even
commented once that efficiency negates
spirituality. The resurrection stories that we
read during this Eastertide tell us much more
about ‘being’ in the presence, what we call
living the resurrected life of Jesus. Each of the
Easter stories tell of the Risen Christ standing
among them and being a centre point of
peace. This tells us of our Resurrection as we
become more aware of that still point at the
centre of our lives, an awareness that causes
us to see God’s glory in all of Creation.
‘Glory be to God for dappled things’ says
Gerard Manley Hopkins in his poem Pied
Beauty, and ends ‘He fathers-forth whose
beauty is past change: Praise Him.’
Chris

The Rev’d Simon Tarlton | 01600 890185|07462 893457 |simon@rawchurch.org.uk (not Wed)
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | frchris2@icloud.com (Sun - Wed)
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican.org
Team Administrator: Louise Jarvis | 01989 562175 | administrator@rawchurch.org.uk

TODAY’S COLLECT
Risen Christ,
by the lakeside you renewed your call to your
disciples:
help your Church to obey your command
and draw the nations to the fire of your love,
to the glory of God the Father.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
God our Father,
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of
eternal life:
may we thirst for you,
the spring of life and source of goodness,
through him who is alive and reigns, now and
for ever.

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:
Terry Carter, John Cripwell & Audrey Jandrell
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:
Margaret Brimson, Elizabeth Whittall, Fred
Jones & Sandra Skinmore
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading Acts 16.9-15
9 During the night Paul had a vision: there
stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him
and saying, ‘Come over to Macedonia and
help us.’ 10 When he had seen the vision, we
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia,
being convinced that God had called us to
proclaim the good news to them. 11 We set
sail from Troas and took a straight course to
Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12
and from there to Philippi, which is a leading
city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman
colony. We remained in this city for some
days. 13 On the sabbath day we went outside
the gate by the river, where we supposed
there was a place of prayer; and we sat down
and spoke to the women who had gathered

there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a
worshipper of God, was listening to us; she was
from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple
cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen
eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15 When she
and her household were baptized, she urged us,
saying, ‘If you have judged me to be faithful to
the Lord, come and stay at my home.’ And she
prevailed upon us.
Second Reading Revelation 21.10,22 – 22.5
10 In the spirit the angel carried me away to a
great, high mountain and showed me the holy
city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from
God.
22 I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is
the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And
the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on
it, for the glory of God is its light, and its lamp is
the Lamb. 24 The nations will walk by its light,
and the kings of the earth will bring their glory
into it. 25 Its gates will never be shut by day –
and there will be no night there. 26 People will
bring into it the glory and the honour of the
nations. 27 But nothing unclean will enter it, nor
anyone who practises abomination or falsehood,
but only those who are written in the Lamb’s
book of life.
1 Then the angel showed me the river of the
water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 through the
middle of the street of the city. On either side of
the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of
fruit, producing its fruit each month; and the
leaves of the tree are for the healing of the
nations. 3 Nothing accursed will be found there
any more. But the throne of God and of the
Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship
him; 4 they will see his face, and his name will be
on their foreheads. 5 And there will be no more
night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign
for ever and ever.

Gospel Reading John 14.23-29
Jesus said to his disciples: 23 ‘Those who love
me will keep my word, and my Father will love
them, and we will come to them and make
our home with them. 24 Whoever does not
love me does not keep my words; and the
word that you hear is not mine, but is from
the Father who sent me.
25 ‘I have said these things to you while I am
still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy
Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name,
will teach you everything, and remind you of
all that I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave
with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give
to you as the world gives. Do not let your
hearts be troubled, and do not let them be
afraid. 28 You heard me say to you, “I am
going away, and I am coming to you.” If you
loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to
the Father, because the Father is greater than
I. 29 And now I have told you this before it
occurs, so that when it does occur, you may
believe.’

St Michael and All Angels & The Daily Bread
Brampton Abbotts Community Open Day
Thursday 30th May from 12.30pm - 8.45pm pop in for afternoon tea 4.00pm-5.00pm and
take a look at the recently repaired Church
and find out the latest on the Daily Bread
project. All welcome BAcRG

NOTICES
Open Gardens Volunteers - 22/23 June A list
for volunteering is at the back of the church.
We would be grateful for any help you can
offer. There are 2 slots daily of 2hr 45 Mins.
Questions? – talk to Peter Reynolds.

The Friends of St Mary’s AGM - takes place
on Wednesday 5th June at 7.15 pm in Church.
It will be followed at 7.45 by an illustrated talk
by Heather Hurley which will look at how
buildings in Ross have changed over the last
90 years. All are welcome for one or both
parts of the evening. There is no charge. Mark

St Mary’s Church Cleaning - We urgently need
two or three people to join the cleaning rota,
to clean the tables, chairs and floor in the
nave about once a month, and to help out
occasionally in other parts of the church when
people are on holiday. Please contact Janet
Cooper (769266) if you think you could help.
St Mary’s Churchyard Angels - Will meet with
rakes and strimmers on Saturday next 1st
June from 9.30am. John Setchfield

Whispering across Centuries - During 2018 a
number of individuals and groups were
invited to visit St. Michael and All Angels
Brampton Abbotts, to produce a personal
artistic response to the Norman church, its
conservation and its planned re-opening.
Their work, at present in the cathedral, will be
exhibited in St Mary’s from 8 to 29 June.
Do come to see it. For further information
please
contact
John
Sherahilo
at:
jsherahilo@googlemail.com.
Coffee Morning - Saturday 1st June at 10.30 12 noon at St Mary’s. Hosted by the servers,
Cana and Open the Book groups. During the
warmer months the coffee morning will be
held in the church. Margaret Mason

COAT - at the home of David and Sheila
Walshaw: Woodwinds, Firs Road, Ross, HR9
5BH on Tuesday 28th May 10.30 to 12.
Telephone no. 01989 763167. The first house
in on the right as you turn in, but parking is
limited. Everyone is welcome

Big Church Survey - Our Benefice is a ‘pilot’
church for this Church of England led survey
of your feelings about your faith and your
church. The survey is completely
anonymous and we are hoping that 80 or
more parishioners will complete the survey
on line or on paper. To complete online go
to www.bigchurchsurvey.org click on “The
survey” then “complete your survey on
line”. The first page asks you for a Church ID
- for St Mary’s & Brampton enter 34145, For
Walford 30503 – Now click NEXT and start
answering the thought provoking questions.
No computer? - use a paper copy - they are
on the greeting desk at back of church –
complete the survey and post in the box on
the same table. I am the St Mary’s
‘Champion’ and will enter your data later –
but I won’t know who you are. We have 3
weeks to complete the survey (ie by 16
June), but please do it this weekend. Call
Peter
Reynolds
on
564830
or
peter@fosmross.org.uk for queries and
feedback on the survey process.
Ascension Day - this Thursday. Join us in
St. Mary's for our annual celebration
Eucharist on Thursday, 30th May at 7.30pm
A memorial service for Fred Jones - will be
held in St Mary's next Friday, 31st May at
1pm.
Out and about this Bank Holiday
Weekend? Why not visit St. Giles' church,
Goodrich where local photographer Andy
Noble will be displaying a selection of his
images of the surrounding area in an
exhibition entitled, 'An Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty'. Open 10am-4pm Saturday,
Sunday and Monday.
Pentecost celebration - at The Venue on
Hill Street, on Sunday 9th June at 1pm, to
include lunch and a celebration. More
details to follow. Dawn Bradford, Churches
Together in Ross and District

SERVICES TODAY
8.00am Holy Communion - Ross
The Rev’d Colin Leggate
9.30am All Age Worship - Ross
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton & The Rev’d
Prebendary Caroline Pascoe
Hymn: 823 He who would valiant be
Hymn: 510 Will you follow me
Hymn: 652 Guide me O thou Great Redeemer
See separate order of service
Please join us for coffee after this service.
10.15am Parish Walk & BBQ - Walford
The Rev’d Christopher Blanchard
6.00pm Choral Evensong - Ross
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton

Hymn: 227 Crown him with many crowns
Responses: Clucas
Psalm: 148
Hymn: 613 City of God
Canticles: Noble in B minor
Anthem: God is gone up - Finzi
Hymn: 453 Lord enthroned in heavenly
splendour

SERVICES NEXT WEEK
Thursday 30th May - Ascension Day
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross
7.30pm Sung Eucharist - Ross
Sunday 2nd June
8.00am
Holy Communion - Ross
9.30am
Sung Eucharist - Ross
9.30am
Parish Communion - Walford
11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts

