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I have only really ridden a horse properly on
a few occasions when I was practicing for a
Rogation Sunday ride to the Black
Mountains church of St. Issue at Patricio
where I was Rector some years ago. It was a
tall horse named ‘Cash’ (apparently the
previous owner had wanted cash for the
sale), Although I had just been taught how
to ride at the trot, I felt very grand riding
across the brooks and fields to the church,
there to be part of a film made for the HTV
Farming programme. As it happened the
programme showed half an hour of
machines muck-spreading, with the
Eastertide Rogation service fitted in at the
end! On the return to the stables ‘Cash’
broke into a canter, then a gallop, and just
pulled up at the last gate with me clinging
on.
Life often involves lessons in humility,
which is why the donkey or ass was the
chosen animal for a not so triumphal entry
of Jesus into Jerusalem. God has never
chosen the big ego to demonstrate his
power, but the humble and meek. The
Cross is often described as ‘I’ crossed out,
because it demonstrates to us what is often
called non-dual thinking, that is, not trying

to put forward our own point of view as
more important than someone else's. Selfsacrifice always involves putting others
before ourselves, following the ultimate
example of self-emptying which is revealed
to us on the Cross.
Sitting on my high horse, as the saying goes,
was what I have often done in my dealings
with others, and being pulled down from
there has often been a valuable lesson. The
death of Jesus is primarily about that
journey to the Cross, where we die before
we die. St. Paul calls it dying to self: “Now if
we have died with Christ, we believe that
we will also live with him.” Romans 6:8
Our Easter services will take us on that
journey again and we shall also have the
opportunity to walk the way of the cross on
Monday and Tuesday evenings this week
through our parishes. An Easter prayer walk
has also been placed around St. Michael’s,
Walford, ending at the Easter garden
outside the church door, with places to
stop and reflect on our faith journey.
Replacing the mighty horse with the
humble ass may be a good starting point for
the Easter journey. Chris
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TODAY’S COLLECT
True and humble king,
hailed by the crowd as Messiah:
grant us the faith to know you and love you,
that we may be found beside you
on the way of the cross,
which is the path of glory.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Lord Jesus Christ,
you humbled yourself in taking the form of a
servant,
and in obedience died on the cross for our
salvation:
give us the mind to follow you
and to proclaim you as Lord and King,
to the glory of God the Father.
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:
Terry Carter, John Cripwell and David Bowen
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:
Audrey Mackay, David Mander, Brian Jeal,
Susan Meek, Partrick Mayo .
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading Isaiah 50.4-9a
The servant of the LORD said:
4 The Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens –
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5 The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backwards.
6 I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the
beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7 The Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;

therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8 he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9 It is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
All of them will wear out like a garment;
the moth will eat them up.

Second Reading Philippians 2.5-11
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ
Jesus,
6 who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7 but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8 he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death –
even death on a cross.
9 Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10 so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Gospel Reading Luke 19.28-40
28 Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem.
29 When he had come near Bethphage and
Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives,
he sent two of the disciples, saying, 30 ‘Go into
the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you
will find tied there a colt that has never been
ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone

asks you, “Why are you untying it?” just say
this, “The Lord needs it.”’ 32 So those who
were sent departed and found it as he had
told them. 33 As they were untying the colt,
its owners asked them, ‘Why are you untying
the colt?’ 34 They said, ‘The Lord needs it.’ 35
Then they brought it to Jesus; and after
throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set
Jesus on it. 36 As he rode along, people kept
spreading their cloaks on the road. 37 As he
was now approaching the path down from the
Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a
loud voice for all the deeds of power that they
had seen, 38 saying,
‘Blessed is the king
who comes in the name of the Lord!
Peace in heaven,
and glory in the highest heaven!’
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to
him, ‘Teacher, order your disciples to stop.’ 40
He answered, ‘I tell you, if these were silent,
the stones would shout out.’
NOTICES
Annual Parochial Church Meeting Brampton
Abbotts APCM meeting takes place 23 April,
7.30pm at Oak House Nursery.
Flower Rota
I am compiling the Flower Rota for St Mary's
and would be delighted to hear from anyone
who would either like to provide and arrange
their own flowers or who would prefer to
make a donation towards the flowers in
church. Thank you.
Freda Davies (Tel 562366).
Easter Flowers
The church will be decorated with lilies at
Easter. If anyone would like to contribute
towards their cost, please hand monies to
either Freda Davies, Celia Glover or the church
office. Thank you. Lindsay Ray.
Lent Lunches continue to be available on
Wednesdays during Lent from midday until

1.30pm in St Mary’s Church Hall. With a
choice of delicious homemade soups with
bread and tea or coffee. The idea of a Lent
Lunch, or as they are sometimes known, a
Hunger Lunch, is that the money we would
normally spend on lunch is given to those in
need. It is part of our observance of Lent and
while we don’t charge for the lunch we do ask
that you donate generously. Margaret Mason.
Easter Walks. This Easter join us for a walk of
witness through our Benefice. On Monday
15 and Tuesday 16 April we will be walking,
first from Brampton Abbotts to Ross and then
from Ross to Walford. Armed only with a
simple wooden cross we will be stepping out
in faith and being bold to show our
community something of the faith we share.
We set off each evening at 5.30pm and there
will be a short service at the end of each walk
to give thanks for the footsteps and for what
God is leading us towards. Simon
Lent House Groups, Future Calling
Meet on Monday evenings at 7.30pm in Ross
and Tuesday evenings 7.30pm in Walford. All
welcome please contact Chris on 762368 for
more details.
St Mary’s will be hosting an Easter Toast
Special on Good Friday from 10 -12 where
older siblings and all family members are
invited into the church. There will be the usual
toys, space to move around and of
course toast, plus some Easter themed crafts
and snacks for all the family and anyone else
who feels like dropping in. Everyone is
welcome, Christine
Christian Aid Week 2019, 12-18 May
A few more volunteers to join our loyal group
of collectors would be most welcome. Please
contact Jean Harrison (01989 567242)
Open Gardens date change
For complex reasons, the date of Open
Gardens 2019 has changed to Sat 22 & Sun 23
June. With 19 gardens, we will need lots of

volunteers (and visitors) to support the
event. We would be very grateful if you
could block the weekend out in your
diaries, deleting the old date 15/16 June.
Peter Reynolds for Friends of St Mary's.
Baby Socks A few people have suggested
we might do something with the baby socks
from last week’s All Age Service with Sandra
Millar. If you would like to return them to
the box on the Welcome Table or to the
Office, we have found a charity that will be
able to use them, Christine
SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK
Monday 15th April
5.30pm Departure of the Cross from
Brampton Abbotts
7.00pm Arrival of the Cross with Compline Ross
Tuesday 16th April
5.30pm Departure of the Cross - Ross
7.00pm Arrival of the Cross with Compline Walford
Wednesday 17th April
7.00pm Compline - Ross
Thursday 18th April - Maundy Thursday
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross
7.30pm Sung Eucharist - Ross
Friday 19th April - Good Friday
1.00pm - 4.00pm Commemoration of our
Lord’s Passion - Ross
2.00pm Commemoration of our Lord’s
Passion - Walford
Saturday 20th April - Easter Eve
8.00pm Easter Vigil - Ross
Sunday 21st April - Easter Day
8.00am Holy Communion - Ross
9.30am All Age Eucharist - Ross
9.30am Parish Communion - Walford
11.15am Family Communion - Brampton
Abbotts School

SERVICES TODAY

8.00am Holy Communion - Ross
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross
The Rev’d Colin Leggate and Canon Freda Davies
Setting: Greening
Introit: 159 All glory, laud and honour
Grad: 161 Ride on, ride on in majesty
Offertory: 160 Make way for Christ the King
Communion: Lift up your heads - Mathias
Post Com: 147 My song is love unknown
Postlude: Why fumth in fight - Tallis
Please join us for coffee after this service.
9.30am Family Service - Walford
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and The Rev’d
Prebendary Caroline Pascoe
Hymn: 201 Give me joy in my heart
Hymn: 463 My song is love unknown
Hymn: 666 The Sprit lives to set us free
6.30pm Come & Sing Choral Evensong - Ross
A Devotion for Holy Week based on Faure’s
Requium. The Rev’d Simon Tarlton
See separate service sheet
-----------------------------------------------------------------Good Friday in St. Mary's
Commemoration of our Lord's Passion
Our commemoration this year starts at the slightly
later time of 1pm. We begin with a period of quiet
preparation for the momentous events we are
about to retell. The Liturgy of Good Friday will
commence at 2pm. There will then be the
opportunity either to leave quietly or to remain in
church for as long as you would like in further
contemplation.
Pet Service. Join us on Sunday 28th April at
3pm for something new - a chance to gather with
our four (and maybe two) legged furred and
feathered friends to give thanks for all they mean
to us. Bring yourselves, your family and friends and
especially your dogs, cats, chickens, anything - even
lambs - all of those special animals in your lives
that give so much pleasure. Simon

