
A few weeks ago I wrote asking where God 
is in teenage knife crime. This morning I ask 
where God is in teenage suicide. For this is 
a global problem, of epidemic proportions 
in SE Asia and although less in Europe we 
are all demeaned when  youngsters cannot 
cope with the life we are handing on to 
them. So maybe we should start with a 
good look at ourselves. If a teenager only 
sees adult, spiritually empty hearts with no 
hope, needing to buy, own, consume, 
control, they may very well say life isn’t 
worth it. Yet Jesus, the source of all 
creation always offers hope, springtime will 
come and winter will pass on. 

So I offer you three things to think about. 
Firstly, every self loathing teenager is 
known and loved and called by name by 
Jesus. Now many of us don’t even like 
teenagers, but if we can cross the divide 
and imitate Jesus in knowing them, loving 
them and most of all “know by name” it 
might help their self loathing. 

Secondly, God is a God of community, 
Father Son and Holy Spirit. No deep 
theology but when you come to God you 
don’t come to a ‘one to one’ manipulative 
relationship but to a community of love of 
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which you are a full member. If we can 
imitate this by making the adult world the 
same, then our teenagers may look to the 
future and consider life is worth living. 

Thirdly, Jesus is the source of healing of our 
minds. Physical healing is all very well, but 
mental and spiritual peace is priceless. Very 
often Jesus asked people “What do you 
want me to do?” Can we imitate him? Not 
thinking there is a one size fits all solution 
but knowing, loving and offering the chance 
of hope may help one teenager and, on this 
Mothering Sunday, one mother’s broken 
heart. 

Colin 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
God of love, passionate and strong,  
tender and careful: 
watch over us and hold us 
all the days of our life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Loving God, 
as a mother feeds her children at the breast  
you feed us in this sacrament with the food  
and drink of eternal life: 
help us who have tasted your goodness  
to grow in grace within the household of 
faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Terry Carter and John Cripwell 
 
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND 
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Audrey Mackay, Barbara Grainger 
 
TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading Exodus 2:1-10 
Now a man from the house of Levi went and 
married a Levite woman. The woman 
conceived and bore a son; and when she saw 
that he was a fine baby, she hid him for three 
months. When she could hide him no longer 
she got a papyrus basket for him, and 
plastered it with bitumen and pitch; she put 
the child in it and placed it among the reeds 
on the bank of the river. His sister stood at a 
distance, to see what would happen to him. 
The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe 
at the river, while her attendants walked 
beside the river. She saw the basket among 
the reeds and sent her maid to bring it. When 
she opened it, she saw the child. He was 
crying, and she took pity on him. ‘This must be 
one of the Hebrews’ children,’ she said. Then 
his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I 
go and get you a nurse from the Hebrew 
women to nurse the child for you? ’Pharaoh’s 

daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the girl went and 
called the child’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter 
said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it for me, 
and I will give you your wages.’ So the woman 
took the child and nursed it. When the child grew 
up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s daughter, and 
she took him as her son. She named him 
Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of the 
water.’ 
 
Second Reading 2 Corinthians 1:3-7 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of all 
consolation, who consoles us in all our affliction, 
so that we may be able to console those who are 
in any affliction with the consolation with which 
we ourselves are consoled by God. For just as the 
sufferings of Christ are abundant for us, so also 
our consolation is abundant through Christ. If we 
are being afflicted, it is for your consolation and 
salvation; if we are being consoled, it is for your 
consolation, which you experience when you 
patiently endure the same sufferings that we are 
also suffering. Our hope for you is unshaken; for 
we know that as you share in our sufferings, so 
also you share in our consolation. 
 
Gospel Reading Luke 2:33-35 
And the child’s father and mother were amazed 
at what was being said about him. Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother 
Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling and 
the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 
will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of 
many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce 
your own soul too.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hunger Lunch, is that the money we would 
normally spend on lunch is given to those in 
need. It is part of our observance of Lent and 
while we don’t charge for the lunch we do ask 
that you donate generously. Margaret Mason. 

Palm Sunday Bring and Share Lunch and 
Pilgrim Walk. There will be two walks, the 
actual and the virtual. For those who want to 
walk, at about 11.30am we will set out 
towards Abacus Nursery and return via the 
Bowling Club; stopping to pray at various 
places for our schools, planet, security, life 
etc. For those who don’t want to walk but 
stay in the hall there will be a map and photos 
of the stopping points and on the big screen a 
video link to the walkers so everyone can see 
the stopping points, join in the prayers and be 
fully part of the experience. We will all then 
have a “bring  & share” lunch together. Please 
come and join us for the walk, or the virtual 
walk or just for lunch. Everyone is welcome. 
See Colin for more details.  

Easter Walks. This Easter join us for a walk of 
witness through our Benefice. On Monday 
15  and Tuesday 16 April we will be walking, 
first from Brampton Abbotts to Ross and then 
from Ross to Walford. Armed only with a 
simple wooden cross we will be stepping out 
in faith and being bold to show our 
community something of the faith we share. 
We set off each evening at 5.30pm and there 
will be a short service at the end of each walk 
to give thanks for the footsteps and for what 
God is leading us towards. Simon  

Lent House Groups, Future Calling 
Meet on Monday evenings at 7.30pm in Ross 
and Tuesday evenings 7.30pm in Walford. All 
welcome please contact Chris on 762368 for 
more details. 

Toast & Toddle Easter Special will be on 
Good Friday 19 April from 10am-12 noon in St 
Mary’s Church. We welcome toddlers and 
their older siblings for Easter fun and games. 
Contact Christine if you would like to help. 

NOTICES 
 
St Marys phase 2 reordering work  
The flooring is now finished and the clergy are 
back in their vestry! Work has started on the 
finishing-the-lighting project and a grille has 
been removed to be filled in according to our 
design. We hope disruption will now be 
minimal until 29 March, when the project 
should be finished. John Setchfield. 

Annual Parochial Church Meetings: 
St Mary's, Ross 
APCM meeting will be held in St Mary’s 
Church Hall at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 3 April. 
Janet Cooper. 
St Michaels and All Angels Walford  
The Vestry Meeting and APCM for 
St Michaels and All Angels Walford will be 
held on Monday 8 April at 7.30pm in Walford 
Church. All are welcome. 
Many Thanks, Sanna Drummond. 
St Michael's, Brampton Abbotts 
APCM meeting takes place 23 April, 7.30pm at 
Oak House Nursery. 

Flower Rota 
I am compiling the Flower Rota for St Mary's 
and would be delighted to hear from anyone 
who would either like to provide and arrange 
their own flowers or who would prefer to 
make a donation towards the flowers in 
church. Thank you. 
Freda Davies (Tel 562366). 

Easter Flowers 
The church will be decorated with lilies at 
Easter. If anyone would like to contribute 
towards their cost, please hand monies to 
either Freda Davies, Celia Glover or the church 
office. Thank you. Lindsay Ray. 

Lent Lunches will be available on 
Wednesdays during Lent from midday until 
1.30pm in St Mary’s Church Hall. With a 
choice of delicious homemade soups with 
bread and tea or coffee. The idea of a Lent 
Lunch, or as they are sometimes known, a 



                         SERVICES TODAY     
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 
 
9.30am Mothering Sunday Worship - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton and Christine Cattanach 
A special All Age Mothering Sunday service (with 
special guest Canon Sandra Millar). 
See separate service sheet 
Please join us for coffee after this service. 
 

11.15am Mothering Service - Walford 
Canon Freda Davies, The Rev’d Simon Tarlton, 
Christine Cattanach 
See separate service sheet 
Please join us for coffee from 10.45. 

Just Church 
Our fifth Sunday opportunity to focus on issues of 
justice meets at 6.30pm. Join us in church when 
our attention will be on prayers for peace. 
 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK 

Thursday 4 April 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 

Sunday 7 April 
8.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts School 

 

 

Mothers Union will meet in the church hall 
Wednesday 3 April, 2pm. 

Coffee Morning Saturday 6 April, 
10.30am-12 noon in the church hall, hosted 
by Merrivale Bible Study Group. Last 
opportunity to order Fair Trade Easter eggs. 

Songs of Contemplation 
Ross Choral Society's spring concert, 
7.30pm, Saturday 6 April in St Mary’s 
church. Hubert Parry's 'Songs of Farewell' 
and Karl Jenkins' 'The Armed Man' choral 
suite conducted by our own Adrian Taylor. 
Tickets £15 are available from choral 
society members or on the door. 

Christian Aid Week 2019, 12-18 May 
A few more volunteers to join our loyal 
group of collectors would be most 
welcome. Please contact Jean Harrison 
(01989 567242) 

Thinking Film is back. We meet again on 
Thursday, 4 April at 7pm , with a slight 
change of pace and genre. Our film is Babe-
Pig in the City, a heart warming tale of the 
power of goodness. Join us for great 
conversation, a glass of wine and unlimited 
popcorn! 

Come and Sing Our next Come and Sing 
event will be a chance to participate in 
Fauré’s wonderful Requiem on Palm Sunday 
14 April. Rehearsals begin at 4pm with the 
service at 6.30pm. Tea and music provided. 
Book your place at stmarys.music.org 

 


