
Tomorrow, on March 25th, we celebrate 
the Feast of the Annunciation of Our Lord 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary, or Lady Day, as 
it is commonly known. This feast 
commemorates the time when Mary was 
told by the Angel Gabriel that God had 
chosen her to be the mother of His Son. 
How must she have felt, I wonder? As a 
young unmarried girl suddenly learning of a 
very special pregnancy indeed, perhaps she 
felt panic, fear, and disbelief. But even 
though she had no idea what would 
become of her, she was totally obedient to 
God. 

We know little about the family and their 
life as Jesus grew up. Like all mothers, Mary 
would have had moments when Jesus 
would make her angry – do you recall that 
time when as a child he was lost and she 
found him teaching in the temple? But 
Mary also understood that Jesus was very 
special. After all, it was Mary whose 
influence resulted in that first miracle at the 
wedding in Cana. Little more is heard of 
Mary in the Gospels until we find her there 
once more quietly, sorrowfully standing at 
the foot of the cross – a mother still gently 
supporting her beloved son to the end.  

The Rev’d Simon Tarlton | 01600 890185|07462 893457 |simon@rawchurch.org.uk(not Wed) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | frchris2@icloud.com  (Sun - Wed) 
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican.org 
Team Administrator: Nick Richmond  |  01989 562175  |  administrator@rawchurch.org.uk  

Pope Benedict once described Mary as  
‘a woman who had to make a journey of 
faith without knowing how things would 
work out’. She provides for us the perfect 
example of discipleship: she was just an 
ordinary person for whom God had a plan 
and she trusted in God despite all the many 
challenges she faced in life. 

As Christians, we too are invited to 
continue the ministry began by Mary’s Son 
as we reach out and tell the good news of 
God’s love as we live our lives day by day. 
What better way than to follow Mary’s 
example of faithfulness and obedience? 
Then maybe we too can say like Mary  
‘Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word’ 
(Luke 1:38) 

Freda Davies 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Eternal God, 
give us insight 
to discern your will for us, 
to give up what harms us, 
and to seek the perfection we are promised 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Merciful Lord, 
grant your people grace to withstand the 
temptations 
of the world, the flesh and the devil, 
and with pure hearts and minds to follow you, 
the only God; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Vera Foster, Terry Carter 
 
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND 
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  
Anne Taylor, Edwin Dines, Jennifer Smith, 
Mary Davey, Barbara Grainger 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading Isaiah 55.1-9 
The LORD says this: 
Everyone who thirsts, 
come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. 
2 Why do you spend your money for that 
which is not bread, 
and your labour for that which does not 
satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
and delight yourselves in rich food. 
3 Incline your ear, and come to me; 
listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 
my steadfast, sure love for David. 
4 See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
a leader and commander for the peoples. 

5 See, you shall call nations that you do not 
know, 
and nations that do not know you shall run to 
you, 
because of the LORD your God, the Holy One of 
Israel, 
for he has glorified you. 

6 Seek the LORD while he may be found, 
call upon him while he is near; 
7 let the wicked forsake their way, 
and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the LORD, that he may have 
mercy on them, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. 
9 For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways 
and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 10.1-13 
I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and 
sisters, that our ancestors were all under the 
cloud, and all passed through the sea, 2 and all 
were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the 
sea, 3 and all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and 
all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank 
from the spiritual rock that followed them, and 
the rock was Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not 
pleased with most of them, and they were struck 
down in the wilderness. 

6 Now these things occurred as examples for us, 
so that we might not desire evil as they did. 7 Do 
not become idolaters as some of them did; as it 
is written, ‘The people sat down to eat and drink, 
and they rose up to play.’ 8 We must not indulge 
in sexual immorality as some of them did, and 
twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. 9 We 
must not put Christ to the test, as some of them 
did, and were destroyed by serpents. 10 And do 
not complain as some of them did, and were 
destroyed by the destroyer. 11 These things 
happened to them to serve as an example, and 
they were written down to instruct us, on whom 
the ends of the ages have come. 12 So if you 



from anyone who would either like to provide 
and arrange their own flowers or who would 
prefer to make a donation towards the 
flowers in church. Thank you Freda Davies  
Tel 562366. 

Easter Flowers The church will be decorated 
with lilies at Easter. If anyone would like to 
contribute towards their cost, please hand 
monies to either Freda Davies, Celia Glover or 
the church office. Thank you. Lindsay Ray. 

Annual Parochial Church Meetings: 
St Mary's, Ross 
APCM meeting  will be held in St Mary’s 
Church Hall at 7.30 p.m. on Wednesday 3 
April. We hope it will be well attended. Please 
consider standing for the PCC, whose 
members are elected at this meeting. There 
are vacancies to be filled, and it would be very 
good to have input from new people with 
fresh ideas. We are also in urgent need of a 
PCC secretary; please contact me if you think 
you might be able to fill this role. Janet 
Cooper. 
St Michaels and All Angels Walford  
The Vestry Meeting and APCM for 
St Michaels and All Angels Walford will be 
held on Monday 8 April at 7.30pm in Walford 
Church. All are welcome. 
Many Thanks Sanna Drummond. 
St Michael's,  Brampton Abbotts 
APCM meeting takes place 23 April, 7.30pm at 
Oak House Nursery. 

Lent Lunches - will be available on 
Wednesdays during Lent from midday until 
1.30pm in St Mary’s Church Hall. With a 
choice of delicious homemade soups with 
bread and tea or coffee. The idea of a Lent 
Lunch, or as they are sometimes known, a 
Hunger Lunch, is that the money we would 
normally spend on lunch is given to those in 
need. It is part of our observance of Lent and 
whilst we don’t charge for the lunch we do 
ask that you donate generously. Margaret 
Mason 

think you are standing, watch out that you do 
not fall. 13 No testing has overtaken you that 
is not common to everyone. God is faithful, 
and he will not let you be tested beyond your 
strength, but with the testing he will also 
provide the way out so that you may be able 
to endure it. 

Gospel Reading Luke 13.1-9 
There were some present who told Jesus 
about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had 
mingled with their sacrifices. 2 He asked them, 
‘Do you think that because these Galileans 
suffered in this way they were worse sinners 
than all other Galileans? 3 No, I tell you; but 
unless you repent, you will all perish as they 
did. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed 
when the tower of Siloam fell on them - do 
you think that they were worse offenders than 
all the others living in Jerusalem? 5 No, I tell 
you; but unless you repent, you will all perish 
just as they did.’ 

6 Then he told this parable: ‘A man had a fig 
tree planted in his vineyard; and he came 
looking for fruit on it and found none. 7 So he 
said to the gardener, “See here! For three 
years I have come looking for fruit on this fig 
tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why 
should it be wasting the soil?” 8 He replied, 
“Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig 
around it and put manure on it. 9 If it bears 
fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you 
can cut it down.”’ 
 
NOTICES 
St Mary’s Electoral Roll - the Roll is now 
closed until after the APCM on 3 April.  A copy 
is available in the office to enable you to check 
the accuracy of entries. 
Peter Raddenbury 

Toast & Toddle continues in the Church Hall 
from 8.45 to 10.15am on Wednesdays. 
Christine  

Flower Rota  I am compiling the Flower Rota 
for St Mary's and would be delighted to hear 



                         SERVICES TODAY     
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
 
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke  
Choir Introit: A Lent Prose v4  
Introit: 706 Let us with a gladsome mind  
Psalm: 63.1-8  
Grad: 534 As water to the thirsty  
Offertory: 791 The God of Abraham praise 
Communion: Be still - Evans arr Hughes  
Post Com: 813 Through the night of doubt  
Please join us for coffee after this service. 

11.15am All Age Family Communion - Walford 
(beginning with refreshments at 10.45am) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and The Rev’d 
Simon Tarlton 
Hymn:  297 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds 
Hymn:  45 As the deer pants 
Hymn:  817 Have you heard the raindrops? 
Hymn:  766 You shall go out with joy 

6.30pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 
Introit: A Lent Prose v4  
Hymn: 696 Jesu where're thy people meet 
Responses: Smith  
Psalm: 63.1-8  
Hymn: 681 In heavenly love abiding  
Canticles: Noble in B minor  
Anthem: The Lamb - Tavener  
Hymn: 590 As Jacob with travel was weary  

 
                      SERVICES NEXT WEEK 
 
Thursday 28th  March 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
 
Sunday 31st March 
8.00am   Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am   All Age Worship - Ross 
9.30am   Family Service  - Walford  
6.30pm  Just Church - Ross 

Palm Sunday “Bring & Share” Lunch and 
Pilgrim Walk. There will be two walks, the 
actual and the virtual. For those who want 
to walk, at about 11.30am we will set out 
towards Abacus Nursery and return via the 
Bowling Club; stopping to pray at various 
places for our schools, planet, security, life 
etc. For those who don’t want to walk but 
stay in the hall there will be a map and 
photos of the stopping points and on the 
big screen a video link to the walkers so 
everyone can see the stopping points, join 
in the prayers and be fully part of the 
experience. We will all then have a “bring  
& share” lunch together. Please come and 
join us for the walk, or the virtual walk or 
just for lunch. Everyone is welcome. See 
Colin for more details.  
Easter Walks. This Easter join us for a walk 
of witness through our Benefice. On 
Monday 15  and Tuesday 16 April we will be 
walking, first from Brampton Abbotts to 
Ross and then from Ross to Walford. Armed 
only with a simple wooden cross we will be 
stepping out in faith and being bold to show 
our community something of the faith we 
share. We set off each evening at 5.30pm 
and there will be a short service at the end 
of each walk to give thanks for the 
footsteps and for what God is leading us 
towards.. Simon  
Lent House Groups, Future Calling.  
Meet on Monday evenings at 7.30pm in 
Ross and Tuesday evenings 7.30pm in 
Walford. All welcome please  contact Chris 
on 762368 for more details. 
Just Church. Our fifth Sunday opportunity 
to focus on issues of justice meets next 
Sunday at 6.30pm. Join us in  church when 
our attention will be on prayers for peace. 
Mothering Sunday Specials - Two bites at 
the cherry - on 31 March Simon and 
Christine will be leading a special All Age 
Mothering Sunday service in St Mary's at 
9.30am (with special guest Canon Sandra 
Millar). There will be a second (and just as 
special) service at Walford at 11.15.  


