
As I write this is the opening week of the 
New Year. I am conscious that by the time 
this letter gets into print the festivities of 
Christmas and the New Year will be long 
passed. However, this season now passed 
has caused me to reflect on current patterns 
of life and the place and value of our 
churches within our communities. Although 
anecdotal, I have received from a significant 
number of parishes the news that 
attendance numbers over the Christmas 
period were some of the highest in living 
memory. From an entirely different source 
recently I read an interesting article that 
suggested that the numbers of people who 
were committed atheists was declining 
while the number who want to have some 
form of spiritual faith were increasing. Of 
course, the latter does not necessarily result 
in more people engaging in regular Christian 
worship. What I think it does suggest is that 
deep human desire for peace, well being 
and hope remain deeply embedded in our 
personal and community lives. That deep 
desire is, I judge, set in a present context 
where uncertainty about the future and the 
instability and fragility of many communities 
are present realities. Where are we going 
and how will it all end? These are questions 
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that if not in the forefront of our 
conversations are at the back on many 
people’s minds. It is perhaps not surprising 
therefore that the message of peace on 
earth and good will to all people has a 
powerful resonance. As this year progresses 
the uncertainly over Brexit will unfold: for 
good or ill we have yet to see. One of the 
features of recent news reports that 
disturbs me greatly is the rise in knife crime. 
The resorting to this kind of violence by one 
human being over another I admit to find 
profoundly shocking.It impacts me as being 
the complete antitheses of loving one’s 
neighbour. What is it that enables one 
human being to so respond to another in an 
act of violence that treats the sanctity of 
human life so cheaply? 
Understanding ourselves as made in the 
image of God, seeing in the faces of others 
the same dignity we so cherish for 
ourselves, loving our neighbours, offering 
forgiveness when impacted by hurt are 
some of the most cherished of Christian 
values. More importantly, what they are not 
are simply platitudes. Perhaps more than 
ever our society needs to lay hold of these 
once more as medicine for our souls and 
that of our society. As always it can begin by 
each one of us doing our part. +Alistair 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
light of the nations and glory of Israel: 
make your home among us, 
and present us pure and holy 
to your heavenly Father, 
your God, and our God. 
 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Lord, you fulfilled the hope of Simeon and 
Anna, 
who lived to welcome the Messiah: 
may we, who have received these gifts 
beyond words, 
prepare to meet Christ Jesus when he comes 
to bring us to eternal life; 
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Brad Knapper, Terry Davies, and all suffering 
with seasonal colds and flu. 
 
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND 
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  Gerald Prew, 
Margaret Jones, Barbara Morley-Jones 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading Malachi 3.1-5 
Thus says the Lord God: 1 See, I am sending 
my messenger to prepare the way before me, 
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the 
covenant in whom you delight – indeed, he is 
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2 But who 
can endure the day of his coming, and who 
can stand when he appears? For he is like a 
refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit 
as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine 
them like gold and silver, until they present 
offerings to the LORD in righteousness. 4 Then 
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 
pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and 
as in former years. 

5 Then I will draw near to you for judgement; 

I will be swift to bear witness against the 
sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those 
who swear falsely, against those who oppress 
the hired workers in their wages, the widow, and 
the orphan, against those who thrust aside the 
alien, and do not fear me, says the LORD of 
hosts. 

Second Reading Hebrews 2.14-18 
14 Since the children share flesh and blood, Jesus 
himself likewise shared the same things, so that 
through death he might destroy the one who has 
the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and free 
those who all their lives were held in slavery by 
the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not 
come to help angels, but the descendants of 
Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his 
brothers and sisters in every respect, so that he 
might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the 
service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement 
for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself 
was tested by what he suffered, he is able to 
help those who are being tested. 

Gospel Reading Luke 2.22-40 
22 When the time came for their purification 
according to the law of Moses, Mary and Joseph 
brought Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord. 23 (as it is written in the law of the 
Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall be designated as 
holy to the Lord’), 24 and they offered a sacrifice 
according to what is stated in the law of the 
Lord, ‘a pair of turtle-doves or two young 
pigeons.’ 

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose 
name was Simeon; this man was righteous and 
devout, looking forward to the consolation of 
Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon 
came into the temple; and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what 
was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
29 ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant 



but generally they have three key things in 
common: a shared meal, a talk and good 
conversation. Alpha begins with a sandwich 
lunch at 1pm on Tuesday 5th February in St. 
Mary's Hall. Now is the time to sign up as we 
will be catering for this course, so an idea of 
numbers would be helpful . Please let us know 
if you would like to join us or let Nick know, 
Simon and Christine 

Open Gardens 2019 will be on 15 and 16 
June. Please put the dates in diaries, arrange 
for your friends & families to come and stay 
to join the throngs, plan to volunteer etc. 
Most Importantly  we need a few 
more  gardens. So far we have 16, but 
need  20 to 22 to be a success. Can you 
persuade friends, neighbours (or the owner of 
the nice garden round the corner) to join in 
this fun community event, and help raise 
funds for Phase 3 of the Reordering Project? 
Anywhere in the Parish including Brampton 
Abbotts!  Peter Reynolds 564830. 

Thinking Film is back! We resume at 7pm on 
Thursday 7th February with Life Is 
Beautiful (La vita è bella), a 1997 
Italian comedy-drama directed by and starring 
Roberto Benigni. Join us in St Mary's Hall for a 
great film, stimulating conversation, a glass of 
wine and unlimited popcorn! Simon 

APCM meetings in April. Please send all 
reports for 2018 to Nick Richmond by the end 
of February so that Agenda booklets can be 
produced. Nick 

St Mary’s Phase 2 Reordering work and pew 
removal will commence on Monday 4th 
February. Pews will be removed from the 
north aisle/north nave first and access to 
church will be restricted. The new chairs are 
due for delivery at the same time. The work is 
scheduled to take 8 weeks and your patience 
and support will be appreciated. John 
Setchfield 

 

in peace, according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31 which you have prepared in the presence 
of all peoples, 32 a light for revelation to the 
Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ 

33 And the child’s father and mother were 
amazed at what was being said about him. 34 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his 
mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to 
be a sign that will be opposed 35 so that the 
inner thoughts of many will be revealed – and 
a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ 

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She 
was of a great age, having lived with her 
husband seven years after her marriage, 37 
then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She 
never left the temple but worshipped there 
with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At 
that moment she came, and began to praise 
God and to speak about the child to all who 
were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

39 When they had finished everything 
required by the law of the Lord, they returned 
to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 
The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favour of God was upon him. 

NOTICES 
 
Toast & Toddle is going well with a few new 
parents and toddlers coming along already 
this term. This Wednesday we will be in St 
Mary’s Church Hall. Also during Half Term we 
shall be having a Toast Special where older 
siblings will be able to join their younger 
brothers and sisters. More details to come. 
Christine 

Alpha is coming soon! Beginning on Tuesday 
5th February we will be running Alpha, a 
series exploring the Christian faith over 10 
weeks. Each talk looks at a different question 
around faith and is designed to create 
conversation. No two Alphas look the same, 



                         SERVICES TODAY     
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d  Colin Leggate 
 
9.30am  All Age Worship - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton and Canon Freda Davies 
Sunday kids runs during this service 
Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone  
Introit: 110 Hail to the Lord who comes  
Psalm: 24.7-10  
Grad: 396 Faithful vigil ended  
Offertory: 721 Love divine, all loves excelling  
Communion: When to the temple Mary went - 
Eccard  
Post Com: 113 When candles are lighted  
Please join us for coffee after this service. 

9.30am Parish Communion - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard  
Eucharist of Candlemas with candle lit procession - 
see separate service sheet.  

11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts School 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton and Christine Cattanach 

                      SERVICES NEXT WEEK 
 
Thursday 7th February 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
 
Sunday 10th February 
8.00am   Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am   Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am   Family Service - Walford  
4.00pm  Choral Evensong 

 

 

A meditation group led by Tina Jeffries, retreat 
leader and writer, will be meeting at the Vicarage 
Walford beginning on Thursday 7 February at 
7.30.pm and fortnightly thereafter. This is open to 
anyone interested in Christian Meditation, even if 
you have not been in a meditation group before. 
Please contact Canon Chris if you are interested. 

Mothers Union will hold our first meeting 
of the new year on Wednesday 
February  6th.  Our speaker will be Christine 
Cattanach our Intergenerational 
minister  “One Year On” Meeting in St. 
Mary’s Church Hall at 2:00 p.m.  Everyone is 
welcome. Margaret Willis 

Grab a pew from St Mary’s – it’s your last 
chance. Anything that doesn’t have a white 
label on it is still up for grabs, all the 
complete ones are gone so you’ll need a 
pair with the correct ends. £150 for the pair 
– please email mark@rawchurch.org.uk 
They will be ready for collection on or after 
Thursday 7th February. Mark Sanderson 

Comments in our visitors’ books – Simon 
mentioned these in his sermon last Sunday 
morning at St Mary’s. There is a new page 
on the website where you can read some of 
the delightful comments that people have 
made over the last couple of months. 
https://rawchurch.org.uk/from-our-visitors-
books/ Mark Sanderson 

St Mary’s Electoral Roll The Electoral Roll 
has to be completely renewed every six 
years and this is the year when everybody 
needs to re-apply to go onto the new 
Roll.  Letters are being issued to members 
on the current Roll and I shall be grateful if 
you will arrange for forms to be returned to 
me as soon as possible.  Any other 
members of the congregation who have not 
previously been on the Roll can also apply 
to be included. The new Roll will be ready 
for review by mid-March and will become 
effective on 3 April in time for our Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting. Peter 

Choosing a new Bishop. Public consulta-
tion meeting at St. Peter’s Hereford on 
Monday 4th Feb. 7.30pm with appoint-
ment representatives. All welcome. 
Caroline Pascoe 


