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Welcome to this afternoon’s service. Our carol service this year celebrates the 100th 
anniversary of the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols, first held on Christmas Eve 1918 
in the Chapel of King’s College, Cambridge. It was planned by Eric Milner-White, who 
had just been appointed Dean of King’s. His experience as an army chaplain had 
convinced him that the Church of England needed more imaginative worship.  
 
The backbone of the service, the lessons and the prayers, has remained virtually 
unchanged since 1918. Almost immediately, other churches adapted the service for 
their own use. A wider fame began to grow when the service was first broadcast in 
1929 and, with the exception of 1930, it has been broadcast from King’s annually, 
even during the Second World War. 
 
Wherever the service is heard and however it is adapted, whether the music is 
provided by choir or congregation, the pattern and strength of the service, as Dean 
Milner-White pointed out, derive from the lessons and not the music. ‘The main 
theme is the development of the loving purposes of God …’ seen ‘through the words 
of the Bible’. Many of those who took part in the first service must have recalled those 
killed in the Great War when it came to the famous passage ‘all those who rejoice 
with us, but on another shore and in a greater light.’ 
 
In our service this evening we are using the original language, with readings taken 
from the King James Bible, exactly as you can hear them tomorrow afternoon when 
the King’s service will be broadcast at 3.00 p.m. on Radio 4 and the World Service. We 
have also included at least one item written or arranged by each of the six Directors 
of Music at King’s since 1918. They are indicated (*) in the order of service, and are: 
 
Arthur Henry Mann  1876 - 1929  
Boris Ord  1929 - 1957 
Harold Darke  1940 - 1945 (Boris Ord’s substitute during WWII)  
Sir David Willcocks  1957 - 1973  
Sir Philip Ledger  1974 - 1982  
Stephen Cleobury  1982 - 2019 
 
 
Please keep service papers away from lit candles. In the event of fire please leave the 
church calmly via the north or south door (to your left and right) or the chancel door 
(ahead of you, beyond the choir). 
 
Once candles are lit the service will proceed without announcements. 

  



ORDER OF SERVICE 

Please remain seated while the choir sings the first two verses, standing to join in 
from verse three of the  

Opening Hymn 

Once in royal David's city, 
Stood a lowly cattle shed, 
Where a mother laid her baby 
In a manger for his bed: 
Mary was that mother mild, 
Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven, 
Who is God and Lord of all, 
And his shelter was a stable, 
And his cradle was a stall; 
With the poor and mean and lowly, 
Lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
And through all his wondrous childhood 
He would honour and obey, 
Love and watch the lowly maiden, 
In whose gentle arms he lay. 
Christian children all must be, 
Mild, obedient, good as he. 
 

For he is our childhood's pattern, 
Day by day like us he grew, 
He was little, weak, and helpless, 
Tears and smiles like us he knew, 
And he feeleth for our sadness, 
And he shareth in our gladness. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see him, 
Through his own redeeming love; 
For that child so dear and gentle, 
Is our Lord in heaven above, 
And he leads his children on, 
To the place where he is gone. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable, 
With the oxen standing by, 
We shall see him, but in heaven, 
Set at God's right hand on high; 
When like stars his children crowned, 
All in white shall wait around.

Words: Cecil Frances Alexander (1818 - 1895) Harmony: Arthur Henry Mann (1850 - 1925)* 
v6 arr. Stephen Cleobury (b 1948)* 

 
All remain standing for the 

Bidding Prayer 

Beloved in Christ, be it this Christmastide our care and delight to prepare ourselves to 
hear again the message of the angels; in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem 
and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a manger. 
 
Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the 
first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought us by this Holy 
Child; and let us make this Church, dedicated to Mary, his most blessed Mother, glad 
with our carols of praise:  
 
  



But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all 
the earth; for unity within the Church he came to build, and especially in the 
dominions of our sovereign lady Queen Elizabeth and within this town of  
Ross-on-Wye. 
 
And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in 
his name the poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick 
in body and in mind and them that mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and 
the little children; all who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by 
sin have grieved his heart of love. 
 
Lastly let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another 
shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope 
was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are 
one. 
 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words 
which Christ himself hath taught us:  
 

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive them that trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

 
The Almighty God bless us with his grace: Christ give us the joys of everlasting life: 
and unto the fellowship of the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. 
 
Please sit while the choir sings the  

Carol

Adam lay ybounden,  
Bounden in a bond;  
Four thousand winter  
Thought he not too long.  
 
And all was for an apple,  
An apple that he took,  
As clerkès finden  
Written in their book.  
 

Ne had the apple taken been,  
The apple taken been,  
Ne had never our lady  
Abeen heavenè queen.  
 
Blessèd be the time  
That apple taken was,  
Therefore we moun singen,  
Deo gracias!

Words: 15th Century 
 

Boris Ord (1896 - 1961)*  

 



Remain seated for the 

First Lesson - Genesis 3.8-15 

God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise  
and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s head 

 
And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day: 
and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst 
the trees of the garden. And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, 
Where art thou? And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because 
I was naked; and I hid myself. And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked? Hast 
thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee that thou shouldest not eat? And 
the man said, The woman whom thou gavest to be with me, she gave me of the tree, 
and I did eat. And the Lord God said unto the woman, What is this that thou hast 
done? And the woman said, The serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. And the Lord God 
said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, 
and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou 
eat all the days of thy life: and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, and 
between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel. 
 Thanks be to God 
 
All stand for the 

Hymn 

Of the Father’s love begotten, 
Ere the worlds began to be, 
He is Alpha and Omega, 
He the source, the ending he, 
Of the things that are, that have been,  
And that future years shall see, 
Evermore and evermore! 

O that birth forever blessed, 
When the virgin, full of grace, 
By the Holy Ghost conceiving, 
Bare the Saviour of our race; 
And the babe, the world’s Redeemer, 
First revealed his sacred face, 
Evermore and evermore!

 
O ye heights of heaven adore him; 
Angel hosts, his praises sing; 
Powers, dominions, bow before him, 
and extol our God and King! 
Let no tongue on earth be silent, 
Every voice in concert ring, 
Evermore and evermore! 

Words: Aurelius Prudentius (c348 - 413) 
Translated by John Neale & Henry Baker 

Melody from Piae Cantiones 1582 
arr. David Willcocks (1919 - 2015)* 

 
  



All sit for the  

Second Lesson - Genesis 22.15-18 

God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed 
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed 

 
And the angel of the Lord called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time,  
and said, By myself have I sworn, saith the Lord, for because thou hast done this thing, 
and hast not withheld thy son, thine only son: that in blessing I will bless thee, and in 
multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and as the sand which 
is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Remain seated for the  

Carol

On Christmas night all Christians sing,  
To hear the news the angels bring;  
News of great joy, news of great mirth,  
News of our merciful king’s birth.  
 
Then why should men on earth be so sad  
Since our redeemer made us glad:  
When from our sin he set us free, 
All for to gain our liberty.  
 

When sin departs before his face,  
Then life and health come in its place;  
Angels and men with joy may sing,  
All for to see the new born king.  
 
All out of darkness we have light  
Which made the angels sing this night;  
“Glory to God and peace to men,  
Now and forevermore. Amen.”

Words: Bishop Luke Waddinge (1684) 
A Smale Garland of Pious and Godly Songs 

Sussex Carol – English traditional 
arr. Philip Ledger (1937 - 2012)*  

 

Third Lesson – Isaiah 9.2, 6-7 

The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour 
 
The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land 
of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined. For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, 
upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will perform this. Thanks be to God  



All stand to join in with the  

Hymn 

God rest you merry, gentlemen 
Let nothing you dismay 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour 
Was born upon this day 
To save us all from Satan's power 
When we were gone astray 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 

 
From God our heavenly Father 
A blessed angel came; 
And unto certain shepherds 
Brought tidings of the same: 
How that in Bethlehem was born 
The Son of God by name. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 

 

And when to Bethlehem they came, 
Whereat this infant lay, 
They found him in a manger, 
Where oxen feed on hay; 
His mother Mary kneeling, 
Unto the Lord did pray. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 

 
Now to the Lord sing praises, 
All you within this place, 
And with true love and brotherhood 
Each other now embrace; 
This holy tide of Christmas 
All others doth deface. 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
Comfort and joy 
O tidings of comfort and joy 

Words: anon. English traditional carol 
arr. David Willcocks (1919 - 2015)* 

All sit for the  

Fourth Lesson – Isaiah 11.1-4, 6-9 

The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown 
 
And there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out 
of his roots: and the spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear 
of the Lord; and shall make him of quick understanding in the fear of the Lord. With 
righteousness shall he judge the poor, and reprove with equity for the meek of the 
earth. The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the 
kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall 
lead them. And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down 
together: and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on 
the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the cockatrice’ den. 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. Thanks be to God  
 



Remain seated for the 

Carol

In the bleak mid-winter 
Frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, 
Water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, 
Snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter, 
Long ago. 
 
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, 
Nor earth sustain; 
Heaven and earth shall flee away 
When he comes to reign: 
In the bleak mid-winter 
A stable-place sufficed 
The Lord God Almighty, 
Jesus Christ. 

Enough for him, whom Cherubim 
Worship night and day, 
A breastful of milk 
And a mangerful of hay; 
Enough for him, whom angels 
Fall down before, 
The ox and ass and camel 
Which adore. 
 
What can I give him, 
Poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd 
I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man 
I would do my part; 
Yet what I can I give him, 
Give my heart

Words: Christina Rossetti (1830 - 1894) Harold Darke (1888 - 1976)* 
 

Fifth Lesson – Luke 1.25-35, 38 

The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary 
 
And in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, 
named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house 
of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came in unto her, and said, 
Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among 
women. And when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind 
what manner of salutation this should be. And the angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: 
for thou hast found favour with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, 
and bring forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be 
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his 
father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end. Then said Mary unto the angel, How shall this be, seeing I know 
not a man? And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come 
upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that 
holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God. And Mary said, 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me according to thy word. And the angel 
departed from her. Thanks be to God 



All stand to join in with the  

Hymn 

O little town of Bethlehem,  
How still we see thee lie;  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep  
The silent stars go by.  
Yet in thy dark streets shineth  
The everlasting light;  
The hopes and fears of all the years  
Are met in thee tonight.  
 
For Christ is born of Mary,  
And gathered all above,  
While mortals sleep, the angels keep  
Their watch of wondering love.  
O morning stars together,  
Proclaim the holy birth,  
And praises sing to God the king,  
And peace to all on earth!  

How silently, how silently,  
The wondrous gift is given;  
So God imparts to human hearts  
The blessings of his heaven.  
No ear may hear his coming,  
But in this world of sin,  
Where meek souls will receive him, still  
The dear Christ enters in. 
 
O holy child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us we pray; 
Cast out our sin, and enter in: 
Be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels 
The great glad tidings tell: 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel.

Phillips Brooks (1835 - 1893) English traditional tune  
arr. Thomas Armstrong (1898 - 1994) 

Sit for the 

Sixth Lesson – Luke 2.1 3-7 

St Luke tells of the birth of Jesus 
 

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Cæsar Augustus, 
that all the world should be taxed. And all went to be taxed, every one into his own 
city. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judæa, 
unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and 
lineage of David:) To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child. 
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she 
should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in 
the inn.  Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Remain seated while the choir sings the 

Carol 

Have you heard the sound of the angel voices  
Ringing out so sweetly, ringing out so clear?  
Have you seen the star shining out so brightly  
As a sign from God that Christ the Lord is here?  
Have you heard the news that they bring from heaven  
To the humble shepherds who have waited long?  
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
Hear the angels sing their joyful song. 
 
He is come in peace in the winter's stillness,  
Like a gentle snowfall in the gentle night.  
He is come in joy, like the sun at morning,  
Filling all the world with radiance and with light.  
He is come in love as the child of Mary.  
In a simple stable we have seen his birth.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
Hear the angels singing 'Peace on earth'. 
 
He will bring new light to a world in darkness,  
Like a bright star shining in the skies above.  
He will bring new hope to the waiting nations,  
When he comes to reign in purity and love. 
Let the earth rejoice at the Saviour's coming.  
Let the heavens answer with a joyful morn:  
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
Hear the angels singing, 'Christ is born'. 

 
Words: John Rutter (b 1945) John Rutter (b 1945) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Remain seated for the 

Seventh Lesson – Luke 2.8-16 

The shepherds go to the manger 
 

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory 
of the Lord shone round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said 
unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be 
to all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ 
the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling 
clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from 
them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto 
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known 
unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying 
in a manger.  Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand to join in the 

Hymn 

While shepherds watched their flocks  
 by night, 
All seated on the ground, 
The angel of the Lord came down, 
And glory shone around. 
 
“Fear not,” said he, for mighty dread 
Had seized their troubled mind; 
“Glad tidings of great joy I bring 
To you and all mankind.” 
 
“To you, in David’s town this day, 
Is born of David’s line 
A Saviour who is Christ the Lord, 
And this shall be the sign: 

The heavenly babe you there shall find 
To human view displayed, 
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands, 
And in a manger laid.” 
 
Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith 
Appeared a shining throng 
Of angels praising God, who thus 
Addressed their joyful song: 
 
“All glory be to God on high 
And on the earth be peace. 
Goodwill henceforth from heaven to men 
Begin and never cease.”

Words: Nahum Tate (1652 - 1715) Ascribed to George Kirbye (c1565 - 1634) 
v6 arr. Stephen Cleobury (b 1948)* 

 
  



Sit for the 

Eighth Lesson – Matthew 2.1-11 

The wise men are led by the star to Jesus 
 

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judæa in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, saying, Where is he that is 
born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship 
him. When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 
with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people 
together, he demanded of them where Christ should be born. And they said unto him, 
In Bethlehem of Judæa: for thus it is written by the prophet, And thou Bethlehem, in 
the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall 
come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. Then Herod, when he had privily 
called the wise men, inquired of them diligently what time the star appeared. And he 
sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and 
when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also. 
When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the 
east, went before them, till it came and stood over where the young child was. When 
they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy. And when they were come 
into the house, they saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and 
worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him 
gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that 
they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way. 
 Thanks be to God 
 
Remain seated while the choir sings the 

Carol 

What star is this, with beams so bright, 
more lovely than the noonday light? 
’Tis sent to tell of a newborn king, 
Glad tidings of our God to bring. 
 

’Tis now fulfilled what God decreed, 
“From Jacob shall a star proceed." 
And lo! the eastern sages stand 
To read in heaven the Lord’s command. 
 

I think of them, I think of them tonight: 
Epiphany, which means that they were right. 
And when it’s dark it means we have to find 
The star within our hearts, the star that leads to light. 

 
Words: Charles Coffin (1676 - 1749) vv1&2 
Charles Bennett (b 1954) v3 

 
 

Bob Chilcott (b 1955) 



All stand to sing the hymn, during which a collection will be taken 
 

Hymn 

Hark the herald angels sing 
"Glory to the new-born King! 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled." 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies, 
With the angelic host proclaim: 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem." 

Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the new-born King!" 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come 
Offspring of a Virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the new-born King!" 

 
Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail the Son of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
Risen with healing in his wings; 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 

Hark! The herald angels sing 
"Glory to the new-born King!" 
 

Words: Charles Wesley (1707 - 1788) From a chorus by Felix Mendelssohn (1809 - 1845) 
arr. David Willcocks (1919 - 2015)* 

 
Please remain standing for the  

Ninth Lesson – John 1.1-14 

St John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life; and the life was the light 
of men. And the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it not. 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. The same came for a witness, 
to bear witness of the light, that all men through him might believe. He was not that 
light, but was sent to bear witness of that light. That was the true light, which lighteth 
every man that cometh into the world.  



He was in the world, and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. 
He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his 
name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, 
but of God. And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only-begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.
 Thanks be to God 
 
Remain standing for the  

Hymn 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 

O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 

 
God of God, Light of Light, 
Lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
Very God, begotten, not created; 

O come, let us adore Him … 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation; 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, in the highest 

O come, let us adore Him … 
 
Yea, Lord we greet thee, born that happy morning 
Jesu to thee be glory given; 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing: 

O come, let us adore Him … 
 
 

Words: Tr. F Oakley, W T Brooke  
and others 

Melody by J F Wade (c1711 - 1786) 
v3 arr. Stephen Cleobury (b 1948)* 

v4 arr. David Willcocks (1919 - 2015)* 

 
  



Remain standing for the 

Collect and Blessing 

O God, who makest us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of thy only son, 
Jesus Christ: Grant that as we joyfully receive him for our redeemer, so we may with 
sure confidence behold him, when he shall come to be our judge; who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen 
 
Christ who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, grant 
you the fullness of inward peace and goodwill, and make you partakers of the divine 
nature; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be 
upon you and remain with you always  Amen 
 
 

Organ Voluntary 

Choral prelude: In dulci jubilo, BWV 792                      J S Bach (1685 - 1750) 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Services at St Mary’s 

 
Christmas Eve 
Crib Service (children’s service)   4.00 pm 
First Eucharist of Christmas (“Midnight Mass”) 11.30 pm 
 
 
Christmas Day 
Holy Communion   8.00 am 
Sung Eucharist for Christmas Morning   9.30 am 
 
 
Sunday 30th December 
Holy Communion   8.00 am 
Sung Eucharist   9.30 am 
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