
As I sit and write this reflecting on the past 
year, my first in St Mary’s, two very 
significant people come to my mind. By 
coincidence both are called Lydia. Sadly the 
first is Lydia Cole who passed away 
unexpectedly just before Christmas last year. 
She was a good friend to my own daughter. 

Although I did not know Lydia she was to 
have a profound effect on how I would 
approach the mission I have been 
commissioned to support here. She showed 
me the unique position of the Church of 
England as belonging to everyone, even if 
they do not consider themselves a part of 
the congregation. How to connect these two 
separate groups became Lydia’s Place which 
was a time of gathering those who loved 
Lydia with the congregation of Walford. By 
blessing them and welcoming them into 
church we hoped they would feel this was 
their church too. 

Over the past year more and more I have 
thought and prayed about how we can 
continue to create such connections. With 
the help and support of the Ministry Team, 
the wider IM team and a willingness our 
congregations to help, we have seen some 
seedlings of groups start to grow and 
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flourish. Toast Club and LEAF Club, and the 
recent young people’s gathering, The 
Greatest Gift have all started to draw people 
into relationship with one another and with 
some of us. Blessing people and simply 
loving them creates an atmosphere where 
people naturally ask questions. Not least 
because all of these groups meet in the 
beautiful reordered spaces of St Mary’s. It is 
not necessary or helpful to have an agenda. 
By meeting people where they are and being 
who we are, a people of faith, we can 
encourage one another on the journey. 

We should be encouraged by the start we 
have made together in the past 12 months. 
This is typified by the second Lydia. Also 18 
years old, she has joined our congregation 
and at the beginning of December it was our 
privilege to baptise her. Both of these 
precious girls represent the future of not 
just this church, but all church, if we are 
willing to be inspired.  

Let us reflect on 2018 with joy and look 
forward to 2019 with hope.  
 
Christine Cattanach 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
God in Trinity, 
eternal unity of perfect love: 
gather the nations to be one family, 
and draw us into your holy life 
through the birth of Emmanuel, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth the life 
of an earthly home: 
help your Church to live as one family, 
united in love and obedience, 
and bring us all at last to our home in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Brad Knapper,  
 
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND 
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:  David James 
Manfield, Gwyn Williams 
 

TODAY’S READINGS 
First Reading I Samuel 2.18-20,26 
18 Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a 
boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 His mother 
used to make for him a little robe and take it 
to him each year, when she went up with her 
husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 Then 
Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, 
‘May the LORD repay you with children by this 
woman for the gift that she made to the 
LORD’; and then they would return to their 
home. 

26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow 
both in stature and in favour with the LORD 
and with the people. 

Second Reading Colossians 3.12-17 
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, meekness, and patience. 13 Bear 
with one another and, if anyone has a 

complaint against another, forgive each other; 
just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves 
with love, which binds everything together in 
perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ 
rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let 
the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom; and with 
gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and 
spiritual songs to God. 17 And whatever you do, 
in word or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 
through him. 

Gospel Reading Luke 2.41-52 
41 Every year the parents of Jesus went to 
Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And 
when he was twelve years old, they went up as 
usual for the festival. 43 When the festival was 
ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus 
stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did 
not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in the 
group of travellers, they went a day’s journey. 
Then they started to look for him among their 
relatives and friends. 45 When they did not find 
him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for 
him. 46 After three days they found him in the 
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to 
them and asking them questions. 47 And all who 
heard him were amazed at his understanding 
and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him 
they were astonished; and his mother said to 
him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like this? 
Look, your father and I have been searching for 
you in great anxiety.’ 49 He said to them, ‘Why 
were you searching for me? Did you not know 
that I must be in my Father’s house?’ 50 But they 
did not understand what he said to them. 51 
Then he went down with them and came to 
Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother 
treasured all these things in her heart. 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, 
and in divine and human favour. 

 



as our great High Priest; and myrrh 
foreshadowing his death. 

These gifts were valuable. There was nothing 
everyday, ordinary or inexpensive about gold, 
frankincense or myrrh. In this very human 
offering of gifts the Magi respond to the 
inestimable gift of God in the person of Jesus 
Christ. One can never truly express the 
magnitude of one’s love for another in a gift, 
however valuable. The Magi’s gifts, generous 
though they were, were cheap in comparison 
to the grace of God brought to us in Jesus 
Christ. 

These gifts were brought to the Christ-child by 
gentiles. Christ’s God’s gift to the whole 
world. When the Magi come into the 
presence of Jesus they bring the whole world 
with them and to the whole world, through 
them, God displays his glory and calls forth a 
single song of thanksgiving. 

A gift given with the expectation of something 
in return is not a gift. The giver of a true gift 
opens themselves to the possibility of that gift 
being rejected. The response to being given a 
true gift is not to attempt to better the giver 
by giving back a bigger or more expensive gift 
but, first and foremost, to give thanks. 

When the Word was made flesh and dwelt 
among us (John 1: 14) Jesus Christ emptied 
himself and took the form of a servant, 
becoming obedient to death on the Cross 
(Philippians 2: 7). Through Christ God 
reconciles the world to himself (2 Corinthians 
5. 19). This gift to the world cannot be 
equalled or bettered by any gift that the world 
can give back to God. 

For God’s generosity and his love we give 
thanks and, as our response to such a costly 
and precious gift, we offer our love and 
service to him. 

We live in difficult and uncertain times. The 
world cries out for good news. As Christians 

NOTICES 

 
Toast Club Following on from the Toast Club 
suggestion, ‘Knit & Natter’ has started to form 
( check out St Mary’s Facebook or Website for 
photos). We have obtained some knitting 
needles & wool and this week Anna came 
along to share with some of the mums and get 
them knitting. Please feel free to come along 
& be part of this whether to knit, crochet, or 
of course natter. 9-10.15am in St Mary’s. Tea, 
Toast, Coffee and the most delightful 
atmosphere. Join us.  Christine  
 
Viv & Penny have taken over the St Mary’s 
Sunday coffee rota from Sue Edwards & we 
would love to hear if there are any willing 
souls who would like to join the rota. 
penny.comley@btinternet.com tel 567986 

Epiphany Party Saturday January 5th @ 
7.00pm in St Mary’s Church Hall. Tickets at £ 
10 from Margaret Mason. 

 

Christmas Message of  Archbishop Justin 
Welby: 

And opening their treasure bags they gave 
him gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. (Matthew 2. 11)     

Gift giving is a tradition in almost all countries 
and cultures. Gifts value and honour the 
recipient and, in some cultures, bring honour 
also to the giver. In the weeks leading up to 
Christmas the streets of towns and cities of 
England are full of enticement to buy gifts to 
give at this great feast of the birth of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Gifts are central to the nativity story. We read 
in St Matthew’s Gospel of the Magi bringing 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 
Traditionally we understand these gifts as 
telling us something of the nature of Christ: 
gold indicating his kingship, incense his place 



                         SERVICES TODAY     
 
8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d  Simon Tarlton 
 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Colin Leggate 
Setting: Appleford  
Introit: 83 See amid the winter’s snow  
Psalm: 148 (said)  
Grad: 84 Silent night  
Offertory: 68 In the bleak midwinter  
Post Com: 70 It came upon a midnight clear  
The choir is on holiday today  
Please join us for coffee after this service. 

9.30am Morning Prayer - Walford 
The Rev’d  Simon Tarlton 
 
4.00pm Just Church - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                      SERVICES NEXT WEEK                     
 
Thursday 3rd January 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
 

Sunday 6th January 
8.00am   Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am   Sung Eucharist - Ross 
9.30am   Parish Communion - Walford  
11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts School 

 
 

we have good news – the good news 
revealed to the Magi and to people 
everywhere – that God gave to us the gift of 
his Son Jesus Christ. May our thanks to God 
be expressed in our love and forgiveness for 
one another, His children, when we fail 
each other, as we so often do. 

May it be expressed in our united 
commitment to making His gift known to 
the world. In places like the United 
Kingdom the country thinks itself rich but is 
poor (Revelation 3:17). In places of poverty 
the world needs to hear afresh of the 
generosity of Christ. In places of 
persecution, war and unrest, it needs to 
hear that this gift is described as the Prince 
of Peace. 

I send you my greetings this Christmas and 
pray that the world may find the hope, 
peace and joy that Christ came to give. 

Justin Welby 

Please pray for Sam Nicholls and Amy 
Homewood, to be married in St. Mary's on 
Saturday 29th December 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


