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Recently I had cause to buy a new vacuum
cleaner. These days there is such a plethora
of online information and opinion that it is
possible to interrogate in the name of
research, that a dilemma emerged: corded
or uncorded? To stay with what was
familiar or to leap into the unknown…
From my research one comment really
struck me as profoundly helpful, ‘You need
to think differently’.
I have come to realise that in terms of
growing church for the future, we maybe
need to think differently. To attract and
retain younger generations we need
imagination and creativity to think
differently to create new styles and types of
services that will sit alongside what we are
already doing. In the New Testament the
word for repent (metanoia) Jesus uses
means, to change our minds.
In my role as Intergenerational Missioner, I
have been encouraged by the Bishop of
Chelmsford, Stephen Cottrell who talks
about gathering people, blessing them and
building relationships to help us to know

how we can further engage with their faith
journey. If we can view each person we
meet as being on a spiritual journey, we will
have learned to think differently. For
further inspiration and encouragement, it
would be great if you can join me, Caroline,
the deanery and other members of our
benefice at the Generation Next event in
Bridstow, hosted by Bishop Richard on
Tuesday 25th September from 7 o’clock.

The ease, convenience and even fun new
cordless vacuum cleaner has certainly
transformed the chore of what we used to
call hoovering in my house!
Christine

Explore “Inspiring each Generation”
with Bishop Richard
at Bridstow Primary School on
Tuesday 25 September. 7pm for
7.30 start - 9pm. Open to all ages.
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TODAY’S COLLECT
Gracious God,
you call us to fullness of life:
deliver us from unbelief
and banish our anxieties
with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our
Lord.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Lord, we pray that your grace
may always precede and follow us,
and make us continually to be given to all
good works;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:
Brad Knapper, Margaret Jones
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED
AND PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES:
Audrey Smith and Josephine Green
TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading: Wisdom 1.16 - 2.1, 12-22
16 The ungodly by their words and deeds
summoned death;
considering him a friend, they pined away
and made a covenant with him,
because they are fit to belong to his company.
1 For they reasoned unsoundly, saying to
themselves, ‘Short and sorrowful is our life,
and there is no remedy when a life comes to
its end, and no one has been known to return
from Hades.
12 ‘Let us lie in wait for the righteous man,
because he is inconvenient to us and opposes
our actions; he reproaches us for sins against
the law, and accuses us of sins against our
training.
13 He professes to have knowledge of God,
and calls himself a child of the Lord.
14 He became to us a reproof of our thoughts;
15t he very sight of him is a burden to us,
because his manner of life is unlike that of
others, and his ways are strange.

16 We are considered by him as something base,
and he avoids our ways as unclean;
he calls the last end of the righteous happy,
and boasts that God is his father.
17 Let us see if his words are true,
and let us test what will happen at the end of his
life; 18 for if the righteous man is God’s child, he
will help him, and will deliver him from the hand
of his adversaries.
19 Let us test him with insult and torture,
so that we may find out how gentle he is,
and make trial of his forbearance.
20 Let us condemn him to a shameful death,
for, according to what he says, he will be
protected.’
21 Thus they reasoned, but they were led astray,
for their wickedness blinded them,
22 and they did not know the secret purposes of
God, nor hoped for the wages of holiness,
nor discerned the prize for blameless souls;
Second Reading: James 3.13-4.3, 7-8a
13 Who is wise and understanding among you?
Show by your good life that your works are done
with gentleness born of wisdom. 14 But if you
have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your
hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth.
15 Such wisdom does not come down from
above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16 For
where there is envy and selfish ambition, there
will also be disorder and wickedness of every
kind. 17 But the wisdom from above is first pure,
then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of
mercy and good fruits, without a trace of
partiality or hypocrisy. 18 And a harvest of
righteousness is sown in peace for those who
make peace.
1 Those conflicts and disputes among you, where
do they come from? Do they not come from your
cravings that are at war within you? 2 You want
something and do not have it; so you commit
murder. And you covet something and cannot
obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts.
You do not have, because you do not ask. 3 You
ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly,

in order to spend what you get on your
pleasures. 7 Submit yourselves therefore to
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. 8 Draw near to God, and he will draw
near to you.
Gospel Reading: Mark 9.30-37
After leaving the mountain 30 Jesus and his
disciples went on from there and passed
through Galilee. He did not want anyone to
know it; 31 for he was teaching his disciples,
saying to them, ‘The Son of Man is to be
betrayed into human hands, and they will kill
him, and three days after being killed, he will
rise again.’ 32 But they did not understand
what he was saying and were afraid to ask
him.
33 Then they came to Capernaum; and when
he was in the house he asked them, ‘What
were you arguing about on the way?’ 34 But
they were silent, for on the way they had
argued with one another who was the
greatest. 35 He sat down, called the twelve,
and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to be first
must be last of all and servant of all.’ 36 Then
he took a little child and put it among them;
and taking it in his arms, he said to them, 37
‘Whoever welcomes one such child in my
name welcomes me, and whoever welcomes
me welcomes not me but the one who sent
me.’
NOTICES
Toast Club does have a few volunteers who
are willing to help once a month but could
really do with a couple more people who can
come and join me in making Tea and Toast
from 8.45 -10.15 on Wednesday mornings.
Please do let me know if you could be a part
of this ministry so that we can launch it in
September. Many thanks, Christine Cattanach.
Coffee on a Tuesday September 25th,
10.30am – 12noon. This will be hosted by Gay
Chinn at Castle Brook, Coughton HR9 5SG. All
welcome for coffee, cake and chat.

Concert - The Hereford Rail Male Voice Choir
are coming to perform in the church on
Saturday 13th October. Their repertoire
includes hymns, spirituals, and show songs, so
it should be enjoyable. Proceeds to church
funds, so please support this evening. Janet
Cooper
Experiencing Remembrance - We are
planning to mark Remembrance this year with
a special event from Friday 9th until Monday
12th November. There will be various
displays, art installations and prayer stations
focusing on Remembrance, Hope, Peace, and
Reconciliation in St Mary's church. On Friday
9th November we will welcome groups of
children from local schools to church to share
in this event. If you would like to help us with
this we would be delighted to hear from you for more information please contact Freda
Davies on 562366
Rubbish Please note, under the terms of hire
for the church hall, all users are asked to take
away their rubbish. The same applies to all
those responsible for church activities, eg
coffee mornings. There is no council rubbish
collection from the church hall. Church Hall
Committee.
Advance notice: Sarah's licensing in Cardiff.
We plan to hire a coach to take people to
Cardiff for Sarah's licensing there on Thursday
18 October. Further details will follow, but
meanwhile it would be helpful to have some
idea of numbers. If you might be interested in
coming,
please
let
me
know
(janetcooper272@btinternet.com or 769266).
Thank you. Janet Cooper
Sarah’s last service will be at 9.30am at St
Mary’s on Sunday 30th September. It would
be very good if as many people as possible
were able to come to church that day to give
thanks for her time here. If you are not able to
be with us on that date, we hope you are here
today at the Harvest service at 9.30am.

Keys - If you have a key to any part of St
Mary’s Church Hall please register it with
Nick in the office - Church Hall Committee
Poppies - thank you to everyone who has
knitted/crocheted poppies. We are in need
of more please by the end of October. Nick
has the patterns in the office. Margaret
Mason
The Friends of Herefordshire Samaritans
are holding a fashion show at Oakchurch,
Brecon Road, Hereford HR4 7NH on
Monday 8th October at 10.30am and at
7.00pm. Tickets £10 from Mrs R Jones
07974 244485
Operation Christmas Child 2018 - We will
be collecting shoe boxes again this year for
Operation Christmas Child. Leaflets are
available near the main door of the Church
or from the Church Office. Dead line for me
to get them to the warehouse is the end of
October. Tina Raddenbury.

100 Club Draw 16 September 2018
1st 36 Chris Robertson
2nd 92 Howard Owen
3rd 38 Ginny Brain
Thank You to the kind people who are
taking over my jobs:
100 Club - Pauline Waters
Coffee Rota - Penny Comley & Viv Price
FOSM Secretary - Mark Sanderson
Sue Edwards.
FOSM
Chris Bartrum, Town Councillor, is walking
the western border of the Hereford Diocese
following the Offa’s Dyke path to raise
money for St Mary’s. The walk starts on
Sunday 30 September. Sponsor form at the
back of St Mary’s or at https://
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chrisbartrum. Please support him.

SERVICES TODAY

8.00am Holy Communion - Ross
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard
9.30am All Age Harvest - Ross
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and The Rev’d Colin Leggate
Please see separate service booklet
Please join us for coffee after this service
11.15am Family Service with Baptism - Walford
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and The Rev’d
Simon Tarlton
Hymn: 819 He’s got the whole world in his hand
Hymn: 752 Will you come and follow me
Hymn: 901 This little light of mine
6.30pm Choral Evensong - Ross
Canon Freda Davies
Hymn: 536 Creator God, the world around
Responses: Clucas
Psalm: 126
Hymn: 284 For the fruits of all creation
Canticles: Sumsion in A
Anthem: All things bright and beautiful - Rutter
Hymn: 539 Let all creation dance

SERVICES NEXT WEEK
Thursday 27th September
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross
Sunday 30th September - St Michael and All
Angels
8.00am Holy Communion - Ross
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross
(The Rev’d Sarah Jones last service)
9.30am Patronal Eucharist - Walford
6.30pm Just Church - Ross

