Bishop of Hereford told the audience that
the Sistine Chapel Choir was invited to
make a reciprocal visit to Hereford.
He added: ‘The singing was wonderful and
the setting fantastic. Seeing the two choirs
singing together was amazing. It was a sign
of so much that we have in common - an
event like this could not have happened a
generation or two ago. I hope very much
that the Sistine Chapel Choir will come to
Hereford. We have to make it happen.’
PICNIC TIME FOR ALL CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES - WENCHFORD FOREST OF DEAN
MONDAY 30TH JULY We will meet in the
driveway of St. Michael’s Church, Walford
at 10am. for further information please
email wraalston@gmail.com

SERVICES TODAY

8.00am Holy Communion - Ross
The Rev’d Sarah Jones
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross
The Rev’d Sarah Jones & The Rev’d Simon Tarlton
Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening
Introit: 390 Thanks to God whose Word was
spoken
Psalm: 123
Grad: 365 Let us build a house where love is found
Offertory: 144 How deep the Father’s love
Communion: Dear Lord and Father
- Parry arr Sanders
Post Com: 487 Christ is the one who calls
Please join us for coffee after this service
9.30am Family Service - Walford
The Rev’d Prebendary Caroline Pascoe and
Christine Cattanach
Hymn: 503 O Jesus, I have promised
Hymn: 752 Will you come and follow me
Hymn: 525 One more step along the world I go
6.30pm Evensong - Ross
The Rev’d Sarah Jones
Hymn: 713 Lord of all hopefulness
Responses: Plainsong
Psalm: 84
Hymn: 104 Songs of thankfulness and praise
Canticles: Dyson in C minor
Anthem: The Father’s Love - Lole
Hymn: 507 We have a gospel to proclaim
Upper voices
SERVICES NEXT WEEK
Thursday 12th July
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross
Sunday 15th July
8.00am Holy Communion - Ross
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross
9.30am Parish Communion - Walford
11.15am Village Service - Brampton Abbotts
School
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6th Sunday after Trinity
We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today.

rawchurch.org.uk

Last weekend I had the huge pleasure of
taking the wedding of some very good
friends. Weddings are just one of the many
extraordinary joys of Priestly ministry but to
be asked by people who are special to you
represents the cherry on the icing on the
best cake ever. Friends’ weddings do
however present one small hazard in that
because you know them much better than
the couples that are normally before you
the sermon can, if you are not careful, steal
too much of the material that would
otherwise have been pounced upon by the
best man. Avoiding this pitfall I decided just
to talk briefly (there were 4 hymns and 3
readings after all) about a subject which I
always think we can never talk about
enough, love, a commodity too precious to
be confined to weddings. I hope you will
forgive a short extract.

not say it lightly. He was serious. He
believed that love conquers all. By love,
enemy becomes friend. Love keeps no
record of wrongdoings. Love therefore is
not a path for the faint hearted. Love
requires courage to turn the other cheek.
To love is to be brave…..so live love in all
you do - love yourselves, love one another,
love all you meet, love all of God’s
remarkable creation. Love takes us beyond
reason, beyond intellect and beyond
description. Love brings us to a place
beyond right and wrong to a place of
magnanimity and generosity.”
Lennon and McCartney were right all along
– all we need is love. Because love is
everything. No matter what the question.
Love is always the answer.
Simon

“Love is sacred. Love is unlimited and
unconditional, so allow yourselves to be
swept away by the force of love. Don’t
confine your love solely to one another.
When Jesus said ‘love your enemy’ he did
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TODAY’S COLLECT
Creator God,
you made us all in your image:
may we discern you in all that we see,
and serve you in all that we do;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
God of our pilgrimage,
you have led us to the living water:
refresh and sustain us
as we go forward on our journey,
in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:
Brad Knapper, Peggy Luker
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES: Graham
Lovett, Eric Lively, Mrs Barbara Mary Dew

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Ezekiel 2.1-5
The heavens were opened, and I saw visions
of God. When I saw this, I fell on my face, and
I heard the voice of someone speaking. 1 He
said to me: O mortal, stand up on your feet,
and I will speak with you. 2 And when he
spoke to me, a spirit entered into me and set
me on my feet; and I heard him speaking to
me. 3 He said to me, Mortal, I am sending you
to the people of Israel, to a nation of rebels
who have rebelled against me; they and their
ancestors have transgressed against me to
this very day. 4 The descendants are
impudent and stubborn. I am sending you to
them, and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says
the Lord GOD.’ 5 Whether they hear or refuse
to hear (for they are a rebellious house), they
shall know that there has been a prophet
among them.
Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 12.2-10
2 I know a person in Christ who fourteen
years ago was caught up to the third heaven –

whether in the body or out of the body I do not
know; God knows. 3 And I know that such a
person – whether in the body or out of the body
I do not know; God knows – 4 was caught up
into Paradise and heard things that are not to be
told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 5 On
behalf of such a one I will boast, but on my own
behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses.
6 But if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I
will be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so
that no one may think better of me than what is
seen in me or heard from me, 7 even considering
the exceptional character of the revelations.
Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a
thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of
Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too
elated. 8 Three times I appealed to the Lord
about this, that it would leave me, 9 but he said
to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power
is made perfect in weakness.’ So, I will boast all
the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the
power of Christ may dwell in me. 10 Therefore I
am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships,
persecutions, and calamities for the sake of
Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I am strong.
Gospel Reading: Mark 6.1-13
Jesus came to his home town, and his disciples
followed him. 2 On the sabbath he began to
teach in the synagogue, and many who heard
him were astounded. They said, ‘Where did this
man get all this? What is this wisdom that has
been given to him? What deeds of power are
being done by his hands! 3 Is not this the
carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James
and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his
sisters here with us?’ And they took offence at
him. 4 Then Jesus said to them, ‘Prophets are not
without honour, except in their home town, and
among their own kin, and in their own house.’ 5
And he could do no deed of power there, except
that he laid his hands on a few sick people and
cured them. 6 And he was amazed at their
unbelief.
Then he went about among the villages teaching.
7 He called the twelve and began to send them

out two by two, and gave them authority over
the unclean spirits. 8 He ordered them to take
nothing for their journey except a staff; no
bread, no bag, no money in their belts; 9 but
to wear sandals and not to put on two tunics.
10 He said to them, ‘Wherever you enter a
house, stay there until you leave the place. 11
If any place will not welcome you and they
refuse to hear you, as you leave, shake off the
dust that is on your feet as a testimony
against them.’ 12 So they went out and
proclaimed that all should repent. 13They cast
out many demons, and anointed with oil
many who were sick and cured them.
NOTICES
Ross Camera Club Annual Exhibition is taking
place in St Mary’s for three weeks starting on
Monday 6th August. They will be using the
space at the West End of St Mary’s with the
exhibition changing each Monday. We hope
that this generates lots of visitors .

Pilgrimage to Patricio church in the Black
Mountains On Saturday 25 August Canon
Chris will be leading a pilgrimage to the
ancient church and healing well at Patricio
near Abergavenny. We shall be travelling by
minibus although there is a possibility of
taking one or two cars. For full details see the
posters and fliers in church. The numbers will
be limited. To reserve a place please contact
Chris on 01989-762368 or email
frchris2@icloud.com.
Presentation to Marvin. A total of £257 was
collected from Ross and Brampton Abbotts for
the farewell presentation to Marvin and Sue,
and Marvin was given a cheque after Cafe
Church at Brampton Abbotts school last
Sunday, his last day here. The money will go
towards Marvin's Ugandan charity, the Kinkiizi
Diocese Education Fund, which provides
scholarships for girls to enable them to
continue their education. Janet Cooper

Dear friends,
Our warm “Thank you” to the many folk for
their expressions of loving kindness which we
received during our final few weeks in the
Benefice - including a cheque for £257 for our
education program in Kinkiizi, Uganda - we
are deeply grateful. We are understandably
sad and disappointed that our stay in
Brampton Abbotts has been for only a year
but life as a disciple of Christ is about moving
forward and so on leaving Ross we feel
privileged, and are very happy, to have been
invited to share ministry in the Benefice of
North west Hampshire based in our new
home - The Vicarage, 2 Flexford Close,
Highclere, Newbury, RG20 9PE - the TV home
of Downton Abbey. Please pray for us as we
begin a new chapter in our lives - you will be
in ours.
God bless you all.
Marvin and Sue
Heather Lovett wants all her friends in the
Church to know that her husband Graham
died on 1st July. Heather was with him and he
is now at peace.
The Bishop of Hereford, the Rt Revd Richard
Frith has met Pope Francis as part of a
Hereford Cathedral Choir visit to sing at the
Papal Mass for the Feast of St Peter & St Paul.
Following the two-hour Mass, the choir, the
Dean of Hereford Cathedral, The Very Revd
Michael Tavinor and the Bishop of Hereford,
The Rt Revd Richard Frith had a private
meeting with Pope Francis in the gardens of
the Vatican.
Bishop Richard described meeting the Pope as
‘quite a moment, fantastic.’ He added: ‘The
Pope said pray for me, don’t forget - which I
thought was rather lovely.
Earlier this week, the Hereford Cathedral
Choir earned a standing ovation when they
gave a special performance at the Sistine
Chapel. When the applause had subsided, the

