
                         SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 
 
9.30am  All Age Worship with the Royal British 
Legion - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton and The Rev’d Sarah Jones  
See separate service booklet  
Please join us for coffee after this service   

11.15am Family Service - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and Christine 
Cattanach 
Refreshments from 10.45am 
Hymn: 672 Thine be the glory 
Hymn: 532 Open our eyes Lord 
Hymn: 768 All in an Easter garden 
Hymn: 766 You shall go out with joy 
 
6.30pm Evensong - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 
Hymn: 213 O sons and daughters let us sing 
Responses: Smith 
Psalm: 42.1-10 
Hymn: 102 Jesus come! for we invite you 
Canticles: Stanford in B flat 
Anthem: Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to  
 face - Rose 
Hymn: 828 Ye that know the Lord is gracious 

 

 
 
                        SERVICES NEXT WEEK                    
Thursday 26th July 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
 
Sunday 29th July  
8.00am    Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am    Sung Eucharist - Ross 
11.15am  Special Service 1662  - Walford 
11.15am   Baptism - Ross 
6.30pm    Just Church - Ross 
 
 

Ross and Brampton Abbotts Auction – 
We’re delighted to report that the recent 
auction raised nearly £5600 (£4800 for St 
Mary’s and £1028 for Brampton Abbotts). 
We are deeply grateful for the many 
generous donations and for the spirited 
way in which people placed bids (both 
online and on the night) raising the final 
price for each item to the level of a 
thoroughly decent bit. It was unanimously 
agreed that the evening itself was 
thoroughly enjoyable; it was also good to 
have the opportunity to collaborate on this 
project. – Mark Sanderson 

Flicks in the Sticks Tuesday 14th August 
7.00pm Darkest Hour - New Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill must withstand his 
darkest hour, rally a nation, and attempt to 
change the course of world history. Tickets 
on line or on the door. William Hazelton 

 

Augustine of Hippo proclaimed the well-
known words “We are an Easter people and 
Alleluia is our song!” He was affirming his faith 
in the light of the Resurrection which he had 
received through the testimony, the teaching 
and prayer of his mother, Monica. It is a 
pattern which underlies the age of the 
Patriarchs of the Church. 

On this Sunday 22 July the Church celebrates 
one of the greatest of its saints, Mary of 
Magdala. Mary is the example of how the 
testimony of a woman has actually changed 
the life of the whole Church. The Gospel 
writers are at pains to show how the women 
disciples of Jesus were the only ones who 
understood and sensed the power and 
meaning of his risen life. Such was the 
influence of Mary as one of Jesus's closest 
companions, that the early Church gave her 
the title of ‘Apostle to the Apostles.’  

However, something began to change as the 
patriarchal structure of the Church placed this 
testimony of women in a secondary place to 
the male teaching role. It is becoming clear 
that women continued to participate in the 
life of the church and the development of 
faith up until the fourth century, when 
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Constantine changed the direction of early 
Christendom by adopting Christianity as the 
official religion of the Roman Empire. Women 
were condemned to ecclesial invisibility from 
then on. It is surely not a coincidence that 
through a new enlightenment towards the 
inclusive role of the whole body of Christ 
today, we are at the same time seeing a 
concern for issues of social justice and 
ecological and environmental care? The 
radical nature of the Gospel became 
suppressed and only now are we finding a 
new balance as we enter a more 
contemplative age which is trying to live out 
an authentic expression of God’s Kingdom on 
earth, what one writer calls the 
‘Companionship of Empowerment’. 

So today we give Mary her true place 
alongside the other apostles as we bear 
witness with her to the living Lord Jesus. Her 
story will now I expect be over-
sensationalised in film and writing. What we 
remember today however is Mary's silent 
witness at the cross and in the garden when 
most others had given up hope, 

Chris 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Almighty God, 
whose Son restored Mary Magdalene 
to health of mind and body 
and called her to be a witness to his 
resurrection: 
forgive our sins and heal us by your grace, 
that we may serve you in the power of his 
risen life; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God of life and love, 
whose risen Son called Mary Magdalene by 
name 
and sent her to tell of his resurrection to his 
apostles: 
in your mercy, help us, 
who have been united with him in this 
eucharist, 
to proclaim the good news 
that he is alive and reigns, now and for ever. 
 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Brad Knapper, Peggy Luker, Sue Ryan 

WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES: Mr Colin 
Gray 
 
TODAY’S READINGS      
First Reading: Song of Solomon 3.1-4 
All night long on my bed 
I looked for the one my heart loves; 
I looked for him but did not find him. 
I will get up now and go about the city, 
through its streets and squares; 
I will search for the one my heart loves. 
So I looked for him but did not find him. 
The watchmen found me 
as they made their rounds in the city. 
“Have you seen the one my heart loves?” 
Scarcely had I passed them 

when I found the one my heart loves. 
I held him and would not let him go 
till I had brought him to my mother’s house, 
to the room of the one who conceived me. 

 

Second Reading: 2 Corinthians 5.14-17 
14 The love of Christ urges us on, because we are 
convinced that one has died for all; therefore all 
have died. 15 And he died for all, so that those 
who live might live no longer for themselves, but 
for him who died and was raised for them. 16 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from 
a human point of view; even though we once 
knew Christ from a human point of view, we 
know him no longer in that way. 17 So if anyone 
is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything 
old has passed away; see, everything has 
become new! 

Gospel Reading: John20.1-2, 11-18 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was 
still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from 
the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter 
and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus 
loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the 
Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where 
they have laid him.’ 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As 
she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 
12 and she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at 
the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said 
to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said 
to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and I 
do not know where they have laid him.’ 14 When 
she had said this, she turned round and saw 
Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it 
was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are 
you weeping? For whom are you looking?’ 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to 
him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me 
where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.’ 16 Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned 
and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which 

please speak to Peter Raddenbury (01989 
218295) 

Ross Community Larder Quiz Night & Raffle 
Thursday 2nd August 7.00pm at St Mary’s 
Church Hall hosted by Lisa  £ 10 per table of 4. 
Tickets contact Annie on 07768  982083 

We are in the planning stages of creating a 
new Toddler group in St Mary’s Hall called 
Toast and Toddle. Timings are yet to be 
confirmed but the early part of Wednesday 
morning is looking likely for a launch in 
September. Ideally we are looking for people 
who have a heart for parents of young 
children and of course the children 
themselves. Please do not let age be a barrier, 
as older people have so much to offer the 
younger generations. We hope to run every 
week in term time, but if you cannot commit 
to every week, we can put you on the rota. Do 
let Christine know by email 
(christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican.org) 
or phone 07563 382753. Many thanks -
Christine 

Laurence John is performing an Organ Recital 
on Saturday 18 August in St Mary's at 
7pm.Tickets £10 to include a free drink. 
Please come along and support him and the 
Friends of St Mary's. Sue Edwards 

Sunday Afternoon Teas will be served in St 
Mary’s Church every Sunday in August from 
2.30pm to 5.00pm. Delicious scones and 
cakes. We look forward to seeing you and 
your friends. Margaret Mason 

Coffee Morning Saturday 4th August 
10.30am - 12 noon hosted by the Ministry 
Team in St Mary’s. Margaret Mason 

C.O.A.T - Coffee on a Tuesday 24th July  
hosted by Sanna Drummond at The Homme. 
All welcome. Chris Blanchard 

 

 

means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, ‘Do not 
hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers 
and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father 
and your Father, to my God and your God.”’ 
18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to 
the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she 
told them that he had said these things to her. 
 
NOTICES 

Ross Camera Club Annual Exhibition is taking 
place in St Mary’s for three weeks starting on 
Monday 6th August. They will be using the 
space at the West End of St Mary’s with the 
exhibition changing each Monday. We hope 
that this generates lots of visitors . 

 
Pilgrimage to Patricio church in the Black 
Mountains On Saturday 25 August Canon 
Chris will be leading a pilgrimage to the 
ancient church and healing well at Patricio 
near Abergavenny. We shall be travelling by 
minibus although there is a possibility of 
taking one or two cars. For full details see the 
posters and fliers in church. The numbers will 
be limited. To reserve a place please contact 
Chris on 01989-762368 or email 
frchris2@icloud.com.  

PICNIC TIME FOR ALL CHILDREN AND 
FAMILIES - WENCHFORD FOREST OF DEAN 
MONDAY 30TH JULY We will meet in the 
driveway of St. Michael’s Church, Walford at 
10am. for further information please email 
wraalston@gmail.com 

Parish Giving Scheme Thank you to all those 
who have responded to the request to change 
over to or join the Parish Giving Scheme as the 
means of regular giving to St Mary’s.  In June, 
27 had joined with at least another 10 joining 
this month.  The June figures showed that 
levels of giving had increased by 15% and so 
this is a very positive start for which we are 
grateful.  If you have any questions about the 
scheme or would like a joining pack then 


