We are in the planning stages of creating a
new Toddler group in St Mary’s Hall called
Toast and Toddle. Timings are yet to be
confirmed but the early part of Wednesday
morning is looking likely for a launch in
September. Ideally we are looking for
people who have a heart for parents of
young children and of course the children
themselves. Please do not let age be a
barrier, as older people have so much to
offer the younger generations. We hope to
run every week in term time, but if you
cannot commit to every week, we can put
you on the rota. Do let Christine know by
email
(christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican.org
) or phone 07563 382753. Many thanks Christine
Laurence John is performing an Organ
Recital on Saturday 18 August in St Mary's
at 7pm.Tickets £10 to include a free drink.
Please come along and support him and the
Friends of St Mary's. Sue Edwards
Dear friends, our warm “Thank you” to the
many folk for their expressions of loving
kindness which we received during our final
few weeks in the Benefice - including a
cheque for £257 for our education program
in Kinkiizi, Uganda - we are deeply
grateful. We are understandably sad and
disappointed that our stay in Brampton
Abbotts has been for only a year but life as
a disciple of Christ is about moving forward
and so on leaving Ross we feel privileged,
and are very happy, to have been invited to
share ministry in the Benefice of North west
Hampshire based in our new home - The
Vicarage, 2 Flexford Close, Highclere,
Newbury, RG20 9PE - the TV home of
Downton Abbey. Please pray for us as we
begin a new chapter in our lives - you will
be in ours.
God bless you all.
Marvin and Sue

SERVICES TODAY

8.00am Holy Communion - Ross
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard
9.30am Sung Eucharist - Ross
The Rev’d Sarah Jones & Dr Derek Glover
Sunday Kids runs during this service
Setting: Trinity Mass - Dyke
Introit: 194 Alleluia! Hearts to heaven
Psalm: 85.8-13
Grad: 51 The Lord will come and not be slow
Offertory: 598 Before the throne of God above
Communion: The Father’s Love - Lole
Post Com: 702 Lead us, heavenly Father
Please join us for coffee after this service
9.30am Parish Communion - Walford
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard
Hymns as announced
11.15am Village Service - Brampton Abbotts
School
The Rev’d Sarah Jones

SERVICES NEXT WEEK
Thursday 19th July
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross
Sunday 22nd July - Mary Magdalen
8.00am Holy Communion - Ross
9.30am All Age Worship - Ross
11.15am Family Service - Walford
6.30pm Evensong - Ross
9.30am St Mary’s 22nd July The All Age Service on
Sunday 22nd July at St Mary’s in Ross will be a noneucharistic service and we shall be joined by the
Royal British Legion as we dedicate their new
Standard and receive the current one for safe
keeping. If you would prefer a eucharist you would
be very welcome at the 8am service. Sarah
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On Thursday 19th July, the Church of
England remembers Gregory of Nyssa and
also his elder sister Macrina who was one
of the founders of female monasticism.
Gregory was consecrated Bishop of Nyssa in
335. He went on to be an eminent
theologian and his writings greatly
influenced the doctrines of the Holy Spirit
and of the Trinity.
One of the issues of the day centred on the
divinity of Christ. An Alexandrian priest
called Arius argued that Jesus was created
by the Father and was therefore neither
coeternal nor consubstantial with the
Father. Gregory opposed that view and
made strong, scholarly and persuasive
arguments in favour of the more orthodox
position. We still echo this position when
we say the Creed today as we describe
Christ as being ‘begotten, not made of one
being with the Father’.
His elder sister Macrina, gathered together
a community of women who devoted
themselves to unceasing prayer. She gave

away her authority over her inheritance
and embraced personal poverty. Her
brother Gregory called her ‘The Teacher’.
This title is more impressive when we
remember that Gregory was regarded as a
theological heavyweight.
Macrina and Gregory offer contrasting
examples of a faithful life. Gregory was
debating in public and had a lot of authority
and power. Macrina was much less public
and went about her life more quietly. Both
were equally devoted to God and
committed to their discipleship.
So let’s celebrate Macrina and Gregory as
examples of diversity and let’s be thankful
that today, there is no reason why a
woman should not be the one who is doing
theology in the public square or why a man
could not be living a more contemplative
life. God calls each of us to our own
vocation and our job is to say ‘Yes’ to God.
Sarah
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TODAY’S COLLECT
Generous God,
you give us gifts and make them grow:
though our faith is small as mustard seed,
make it grow to your glory
and the flourishing of your kingdom;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Lord God, whose Son is the true vine and the
source of life,
ever giving himself that the world may live:
may we so receive within ourselves
the power of his death and passion
that, in his saving cup,
we may share his glory and be made perfect
in his love;
for he is alive and reigns, now and for ever.
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:
Brad Knapper, Peggy Luker
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES: Eric John
Liveley
TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Amos 7.7-15
7 This is what he showed me: the Lord was
standing beside a wall built with a plumb-line,
with a plumb-line in his hand. 8 And the LORD
said to me, ‘Amos, what do you see?’ And I
said, ‘A plumb-line.’ Then the Lord said,
‘See, I am setting a plumb-line
in the midst of my people Israel;
I will never again pass them by;
9 the high places of Isaac shall be made
desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid
waste,
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam
with the sword.’
10 Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to
King Jeroboam of Israel, saying, ‘Amos has
conspired against you in the very centre of the

house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his
words. 11 For thus Amos has said,
“Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile
away from his land.”’
12 And Amaziah said to Amos, ‘O seer, go, flee
away to the land of Judah, earn your bread
there, and prophesy there; 13 but never again
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary,
and it is a temple of the kingdom.’
14 Then Amos answered Amaziah, ‘I am no
prophet, nor a prophet’s son; but I am a
herdsman, and a dresser of sycomore trees, 15
and the LORD took me from following the flock,
and the LORD said to me, “Go, prophesy to my
people Israel.”
Second Reading: Ephesians 1.3-14
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
just as he chose us in Christ 4 before the
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless
before him in love. 5 He destined us for adoption
as his children through Jesus Christ, according to
the good pleasure of his will, 6 to the praise of
his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us
in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of our
trespasses according to the riches of his grace 8
that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and
insight 9 he has made known to us the mystery
of his will, according to his good pleasure that he
set forth in Christ, 10 as a plan for the fullness of
time, to gather up all things in Christ, things in
heaven and things on earth. 11 In Christ we have
also obtained an inheritance, having been
destined according to the purpose of him who
accomplishes all things according to his counsel
and will, 12 so that we, who were the first to set
our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of
his glory. 13I n him you also, when you had heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation,
and had believed in him, were marked with the
seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14 this is the
pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as

God’s own people to the praise of his glory.

Gospel Reading: Mark 6.14-29
14 King Herod heard of the healings and other
miracles, for Jesus’ name had become known.
Some were saying, ‘John the baptizer has
been raised from the dead; and for this reason
these powers are at work in him.’ 15 But
others said, ‘It is Elijah.’ And others said, ‘It is
a prophet, like one of the prophets of old.’ 16
But when Herod heard of it, he said, ‘John,
whom I beheaded, has been raised.’
17 For Herod himself had sent men who
arrested John, bound him, and put him in
prison on account of Herodias, his brother
Philip’s wife, because Herod had married her.
18 For John had been telling Herod, ‘It is not
lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.’ 19
And Herodias had a grudge against him, and
wanted to kill him. But she could not, 20 for
Herod feared John, knowing that he was a
righteous and holy man, and he protected
him. When he heard him, he was greatly
perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 21
But an opportunity came when Herod on his
birthday gave a banquet for his courtiers and
officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 22
When his daughter Herodias came in and
danced, she pleased Herod and his guests;
and the king said to the girl, ‘Ask me for
whatever you wish, and I will give it.’ 23 And
he solemnly swore to her, ‘Whatever you ask
me, I will give you, even half of my kingdom.’
24 She went out and said to her mother,
‘What should I ask for?’ She replied, ‘The head
of John the Baptist.’ 25 Immediately she
rushed back to the king and requested, ‘I want
you to give me at once the head of John the
Baptizer on a platter.’ 26 The king was deeply
grieved; yet out of regard for his oaths and for
the guests, he did not want to refuse her. 27
Immediately the king sent a soldier of the
guard with orders to bring John’s head. He
went and beheaded him in the prison, 28
brought his head on a platter, and gave it to
the girl. Then the girl gave it to her mother.

29 When his disciples heard about it, they
came and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.
NOTICES
Ross Camera Club Annual Exhibition is taking
place in St Mary’s for three weeks starting on
Monday 6th August. They will be using the
space at the West End of St Mary’s with the
exhibition changing each Monday. We hope
that this generates lots of visitors .
Pilgrimage to Patricio church in the Black
Mountains On Saturday 25 August Canon
Chris will be leading a pilgrimage to the
ancient church and healing well at Patricio
near Abergavenny. We shall be travelling by
minibus although there is a possibility of
taking one or two cars. For full details see the
posters and fliers in church. The numbers will
be limited. To reserve a place please contact
Chris on 01989-762368 or email
frchris2@icloud.com.
PICNIC TIME FOR ALL CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES - WENCHFORD FOREST OF DEAN
MONDAY 30TH JULY We will meet in the
driveway of St. Michael’s Church, Walford at
10am. for further information please email
wraalston@gmail.com
Parish Giving Scheme Thank you to all those
who have responded to the request to change
over to or join the Parish Giving Scheme as
the means of regular giving to St Mary’s. In
June, 27 had joined with at least another 10
joining this month. The June figures showed
that levels of giving had increased by 15% and
so this is a very positive start for which we are
grateful. If you have any questions about the
scheme or would like a joining pack then
please speak to Peter Raddenbury (01989
218295)
Ross Community Larder Quiz Night & Raffle
Thursday 2nd August 7.00pm at St Mary’s
Church Hall hosted by Lisa £ 10 per table of 4.
Tickets contact Annie on 07768 982083

