
                         SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth 
 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 
Sunday Kids runs during this service 
Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone  
Introit: 766 Praise, my soul, the King of heaven 
Psalm: 81.1-10 
Grad: 274 Father, we adore you 
Offertory: 563 Jesus Christ is waiting 
Communion: A Prayer of St Richard of   
 Chichester - Archer 
Post Com: 806 There’s a wideness in God’s mercy 
Please join us for coffee after this service    

 

9.30am Morning Prayer - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
Hymn: 149 Disposer supreme 
Hymn: 60 Beauty for brokenness 
Hymn: 91 Captains of the saintly band 
Hymn: 186 For the healing of the nations 

 

11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts School 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and The Rev’d Canon Marvin 
Bamforth 

 
 

 
                        SERVICES NEXT WEEK                    
Thursday 7th June 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
 
Sunday 10th June - Open Gardens Walford 
8.00am    Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am    Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
9.30am    Family Service - Walford 
6.30pm    Evensong - Ross 

           

Church Cleaning: We would welcome a 
little extra help with cleaning St Mary’s, 
particularly over the holiday period. We 
usually clean on Friday afternoons, although 
we can be flexible about times, and the 
work usually takes about an hour. Please let 
me know if you can help. Janet Cooper 

CHRISTIAN AID The St Mary's house to 
house collectors  contributed £1252.66 to 
the work of Christian Aid. The total for the 
whole of the Ross area has not yet been 
finalized. Thank you to all the collectors and 
contributors for your work and generosity. 
Jean Harrison 

SemiToned - Fresh from touring in America  
Exeter University’s winner of BBC2’s The 
Choir bring their a cappella  harmonies and 
humour to St Mary’s on Saturday 9th June 
at 7.00pm in aid of the Herefordshire 
Historic Churches Trust. Tickets £ 10.00 on 
the door. 

Ross Camera Club Annual Exhibition is 
taking place in St Mary’s for three weeks 
starting on Monday 6th August. They will be 
using the space at the west end of St Mary’s 
with the exhibition changing each Monday. 
We hope that this generates lots of visitors . 

Flicks in the Sticks Tuesday 12th June 
7.00pm at St Mary’s Church Hall are 
showing ‘Maudie’ Sally Hawkins plays misfit 
painter Maudie Dowley in a true life tale of 
a loner who’s spirit helps overcome the 
odds against her. William Hazleton 

Prayers for St Mary’s Monday 4th June 
12.00 noon. All welcome. Janet Nelson 

I have recently returned from Sabbatical 
leave. As part of that time I spent five weeks 
in New Zealand. As a country both islands are 
a similar land mass to the United Kingdom. A 
massive difference between us is that their 
population is just under five million where 
ours is around sixty five million. Outside the 
major cities their populations are small and 
dispersed. Shropshire is one of the least 
populated in the United Kingdom and so in 
lots of ways our rural felt similar to their rural. 
My visit to New Zealand included time spent 
with the Church. With real generosity I was 
able to see first hand how they exercise local 
ministry in the rural context, meet the Deans 
and hear how ministry is given through the 
Cathedrals and learn from their Bishops and 
Archbishops how oversight and leadership has 
developed. While the differences are real 
there was much we have in common as well. 
Like us they have the challenges of raising 
necessary finance and seeking to grow 
recognising that in many places the reality are 
ageing congregations. 
Also like us, they have significant signs of life 
and hope. One of the differences was their 
willingness to explore and practice shared 
ministry patterns with leadership being held 
corporately in each local context. In some 
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cases, their equivalent of a deanery was 
completely served by self-supporting priests. 
In those instances, there was a confidence 
that God will and does raise up from the local 
the necessary gifts among his people. In each 
situation a support officer was given to act as 
a critical friend and mentor to the local 
leadership. The work they undertook in 
relation to serving the common good was 
excellent. Rural poverty there is significant 
and the local church does much to meet that 
need. If there was one challenge that both 
churches face and which there is yet to be 
significant fruit it was in seeing another 
generation come to faith and live as disciples 
of Christ. Henry Venn a founder of the Church 
Missionary Society with others encouraged 
Christians in each place to become self-
governing, self-supporting and self-
replicating. It is the last of these three, being 
a self-replicating community of faith that 
remains the challenge both there and here. 
One of the ways we are seeking to address 
this is through the Intergenerational 
Missioners. Easter and Pentecost encourage 
us to be confident disciples, seeking the 
common good and empowered to pass on 
faithfully what has faithfully passed on to us.   
Alistair 

3rd June 2018     
 
                          

1st Sunday after Trinity 
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 

Newsletter The Benefice of Ross  
with Walford  

and  

Brampton  
Abbotts 

rawchurch.org.uk 



TODAY’S COLLECT 
God of truth,  
help us to keep your law of love 
and to walk in ways of wisdom, 
that we may find true life 
in Jesus Christ your Son. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Eternal Father, 
we thank you for nourishing us 
with these heavenly gifts: 
may our communion strengthen us in faith, 
build us up in hope, 
and make us grow in love; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:  
Brad Knapper 
 
TODAY’S READINGS      
 
First Reading: Deuteronomy 5:12-15 
The LORD says this: 12 Observe the sabbath 
day and keep it holy, as the LORD your God 
commanded you. 13 Six days you shall labour 
and do all your work. 14 But the seventh day 
is a sabbath to the LORD your God; you shall 
not do any work - you, or your son or your 
daughter, or your male or female slave, or 
your ox or your donkey, or any of your 
livestock, or the resident alien in your towns, 
so that your male and female slave may rest 
as well as you. 15 Remember that you were a 
slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your 
God brought you out from there with a mighty 
hand and an outstretched arm; therefore the 
LORD your God commanded you to keep the 
sabbath day. 

Second Reading 2 Corinthians 4.5-12 
5 We do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim 
Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your 
slaves for Jesus’ sake. 6 For it is the God who 
said, ‘Let light shine out of darkness,’ who has 
shone in our hearts to give the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 

Jesus Christ. 
7 But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it 
may be made clear that this extraordinary power 
belongs to God and does not come from us. 8 
We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; 
perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but 
not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body 
the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may 
also be made visible in our bodies. 11 For while 
we live, we are always being given up to death 
for Jesus’ sake, so that the life of Jesus may be 
made visible in our mortal flesh. 12 So death is at 
work in us, but life in you. 

Gospel Reading: Mark 2.23-3.6 
23 One sabbath Jesus was going through the 
cornfields; and as they made their way his 
disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 24 The 
Pharisees said to him, ‘Look, why are they doing 
what is not lawful on the sabbath?’ 25 And he 
said to them, ‘Have you never read what David 
did when he and his companions were hungry 
and in need of food? 26 He entered the house of 
God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the 
bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for 
any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to 
his companions.’ 27 Then he said to them, ‘The 
sabbath was made for humankind, and not 
humankind for the sabbath; 28so the Son of Man 
is lord even of the sabbath.’ 

1 Again he entered the synagogue, and a man 
was there who had a withered hand. 2 They 
watched him to see whether he would cure him 
on the sabbath, so that they might accuse him. 3 
And he said to the man who had the withered 
hand, ‘Come forward.’ 4 Then he said to them, ‘Is 
it lawful to do good or to do harm on the 
sabbath, to save life or to kill?’ But they were 
silent. 5 He looked around at them with anger; 
he was grieved at their hardness of heart and 
said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He 
stretched it out, and his hand was restored. 6 
The Pharisees went out and immediately 
conspired with the Herodians against him, how 
to destroy him. 

Discipleship”  
15th November “Health, Healing and 
Wellbeing” 
All sessions run from 7.30pm to 9pm in St 
Mary’s Church Hall. For more information 
please ask or contact me, 
simon.tarlton@gmail.com 
 
Coach Trip to Stratford on Avon on 
Wednesday 4th. July - The Retired Clergy 
Association have organised for us to be picked 
up in Hereford at 9.30am, have a 40minute 
River Trip and leave Stratford at 4.00pm for 
return journey. Cost £20.50p. We are a great 
bunch and anyone is welcome to join us. See 
Colin Leggate for a lift to Hereford and more 
details. 

Ross and Brampton Abbotts Promise Auction 
We are a very long way from reaching our 
target for this event and we really need more 
promises/donations. Please consider taking 
on the challenge to gain a promise from your 
favourite traders in town. There are plenty of 
forms at the back of St Mary’s or go to 
rawchurch.org.uk/auction. This is a major 
fundraising event for 2018 and we need your 
help. Mark Sanderson 

Hereford Cathedral - pray for parishes in turn. 
On Monday 4th June they will be praying for 
our parishes of Ross, Walford and Brampton 
Abbotts.  We are especially welcome at their 
services that day. Morning Prayer at 7.30am, 
Holy Communion at 8am and Evensong at 
5.30pm. Sarah   

Results of 100 Club Draw on 27 May 
1st: 66 Paul Eward 
2nd 64 Sylvia Churchus 
3rd 5 William Hazelton 
Many thanks Sue Edwards 

Mothers Union will meet on Wednesday 
June 6th 2:00p.m. in St Mary’s Church Hall. 
The topic will be “A View From the Bench”  25 
years of being a magistrate, given by Liz 
Miles.  All are welcome. Margaret Willis 

NOTICES 

 
St Michael and All Angels’ Church, Walford 
Summer Open Gardens Sunday 10th June. 
There will be around eight gardens opening 
their doors to the public between 10am and 
4pm. The natural starting point will be at 
Castle Brook, HR9 5SG, to enjoy bacon and 
asparagus rolls for brunch as well as the 
opportunity to purchase produce and plants. 
The horticultural tour then continues along 
Coughton valley, Bulls Hill, the Walford Road 
and Hom Green. The day will end at Homme 
Farm with strawberry cream teas, produce 
stalls and the drawing of our amazing raffle. 
The cost of a ticket is £6 per adult (no 
concessions), children are free. There will be 
something a little extra at each of the gardens 
to keep all the family entertained and 
refreshed. This is a unique opportunity to see 
inside the most interesting “secret” gardens 
that Walford has to offer as well as views of 
our surrounding countryside that you’ll never 
before have been afforded.  
All money raised will go towards the upkeep 
of our beautiful church.  If you are able to 
offer any help on the day such as manning 
gates or assisting with parking, please do get 
in touch with Sanna Drummond 
(sannadrummond@gmail.com). We look 
forward to seeing you on what promises to be 
a glorious day! All gardens have tickets and 
programmes and will be well signposted.   

Encircled in Care (part two) Some of you may 
remember the pastoral care sessions we ran 
last year. The promise that we would follow 
up the foundation sessions with some more 
evenings on specific issues has not been 
forgotten! If you were one of those who 
attended last year and would like to explore 
further, or you would just like to dive straight 
in, you will be very welcome to join in at any 
or all of the following.  
21st June “Prayer in Pastoral Visiting” 
20th September  “Connecting Care and 


