attend. You don’t need to book - but it
would be helpful to know in advance so we
can put the right number of chairs out!
Sarah
Pilgrimage to Patricio church in the Black
Mountains On Saturday 25 August Canon
Chris will be leading a pilgrimage to the
ancient church and healing well at Patricio
near Abergavenny. We shall be travelling by
minibus although there is a possibility of
taking one or two cars. For full details see
the posters and fliers in church. The
numbers will be limited. To reserve a place
please contact Chris on 01989-762368 or
email frchris2@icloud.com.
Film 'The Way' and home study group The
home study group at Walford Vicarage is
meeting on Tuesday 26 June at 7.30.pm for
a viewing of the film 'The Way', based on
the pilgrimage route to Compostella. We
shall then be following the course 'The Long
Road to Heaven' (Cost £7.99). There are a
few places left - if you are interested,
contact Chris at Walford Vicarage.
Flicks in the Sticks Tuesday 26th June,
'Stories from the Hop Yards' (of
Herefordshire). Booking advisable on
568705 or william@wyenet.net 7pm in
Church Hall. Beer is available. William
Hazelton
Supper Club Tuesday 3rd July Supper Club
Open Night. Buffet 7pm (£10) at Castle
Lodge Hotel. All Ladies and Non-members
welcome. Book on 568705 or
william@wyenet.net William Hazelton
Ross Baptist Church Ladies Breakfast
Saturday 30th June 8.45am with speaker
the actress Fiona Hendley. Tickets £5 from
Ross Baptist Church 01989 566966

SERVICES TODAY

8.00am Holy Communion - Ross
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard
9.30am All Age Eucharist - Ross
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton and The Rev’d Sarah Jones
Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne
Introit: 676 Immortal, Invisible, God only wise
Grad: 510 Will You Come and Follow Me ?
Offertory: 494 I, the Lord of Sea and Sky
Communion: Look at the world - Rutter
Post Com: 484 You Shall Go Out With Joy
Please join us for coffee after this service
11.15am Family Communion - Walford
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard and Canon Freda
Davies
Hymn: 527 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Hymn: 966 Peruvian Gloria
Hymn: 817 Have you heard the raindrops
Hymn: 108 Colours of day dawn into the mind
6.30pm Evensong - Ross
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth
Hymn: 46 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry
Responses: Sanders
Psalm: 34.1-8
Hymn: 679 In Christ there is no east or west
Canticles: Stanford in B flat
Anthem: All through the Night – Welsh traditional
Hymn: 52 The people that in darkness sat
SERVICES NEXT WEEK
Thursday 28th June
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross
Sunday 1st July
8.00am Holy Communion - Ross
9.30am Sung Eucharist with Baptism - Ross
9.30am Morning Prayer - Walford
11.15am Baptism - Ross
11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts School
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Birth of John the Baptist
We offer a warm welcome to
everyone at our services today.

rawchurch.org.uk

In towns and villages across the world this
weekend will be marked by processions
celebrating the birth of John. In the
Philippines the people coat themselves in
mud in recognition of repentance and the
humility of Jesus when he asked John for
baptism. In Aosta, Italy, the theme is of
rededication.

In short, whilst the time for remembering
the birth of John is a cause for celebration,
the deeper significance has been lost. Go
back to the story, Zechariah and Elizabeth
surprisingly became parents late on in their
lives; Zechariah was then dumb until, when
the baby was eight days old, he was able to
insist on the name John for his child.

However, for some, the celebration of the
birth of John has got mixed up with dragon
processions marking the triumph over evil.
This is marked with processions and
‘beerfests’ in Porto, Portugal; moving sheep
back into the Alpine pastures in the villages
around Martigny, in Switzerland, and even
with commemoration of significant dates in
various masonic lodges. In Burford,
Oxfordshire, where the procession was
revived some fifty years ago, John has been
lost and the dragon is now face to face with
St. George, but still with the message of
repentance and the need to stand up for
Christian values.

Exceptional in so many ways, John then
becomes the forerunner of Christ, the
preacher of a message of repentance
before the coming of Jesus, the
embodiment of righteous living and then,
tragically, losing his life because he had
spoken out against immorality, corruption
and hypocrisy.
The Order of St. John also celebrating and
rededicating themselves anew at this time
has the motto ‘for the faith and for the
service of humanity’. That is what John
would have us take as our aim.
Derek

Team Administrator: Nick Richmond | 01989 562175 | administrator@rawchurch.org.uk
The Rev’d Sarah Jones | 01989 562175 | sarah.jones@rawchurch.org.uk (not Tuesdays)
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton | 01600 890185 | simon.tarlton@gmail.com (Mon, Tue, Thu, Sun)
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard | 01989 762368 | frchris2@icloud.com (Sun - Wed)
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth | 01989 562305 | canonmarvin72@gmail.com (Thu-Sun)
Intergenerational Missioner: Christine Cattanach| christine.cattanach@hereford.anglican.org

TODAY’S COLLECT
Almighty God,
by whose providence your servant John the
Baptist
was wonderfully born,
and sent to prepare the way of your Son our
Saviour
by the preaching of repentance:
lead us to repent according to his preaching
and, after his example,
constantly to speak the truth, boldly to rebuke
vice,
and patiently to suffer for the truth’s sake;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
POST COMMUNION PRAYER
Merciful Lord,
whose prophet John the Baptist
proclaimed your Son as the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world:
grant that we who in this sacrament
have known your forgiveness and your lifegiving love
may ever tell of your mercy and your peace;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL:
Brad Knapper
WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED AND
WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES: Alun
Wyndham Thomas, Bryan Williams

double for all her sins.

3 A voice cries out:
‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,
make straight in the desert a highway for our
God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
5 Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.’
6 A voice says, ‘Cry out!’
And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
7 The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
8 The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand for ever.
9 Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
‘Here is your God!’
10 See, the Lord GOD comes with might,
and his arm rules for him;
his reward is with him,
and his recompense before him.
11 He will feed his flock like a shepherd;
he will gather the lambs in his arms,
and carry them in his bosom,
and gently lead the mother sheep.

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading: Isaiah 40.1-11
Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand

Second Reading: Acts 13.14b-26
14 On the sabbath day Paul and his companions
went into the synagogue and sat down. 15 After
the reading of the law and the prophets, the
officials of the synagogue sent them a message,
saying, ‘Brothers, if you have any word of
exhortation for the people, give it.’ 16 So Paul
stood up and with a gesture began to speak:

‘You Israelites, and others who fear God,
listen. 17 The God of this people Israel chose
our ancestors and made the people great
during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with
uplifted arm he led them out of it. 18 For
about forty years he put up with them in the
wilderness. 19 After he had destroyed seven
nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them
their land as an inheritance 20 for about four
hundred and fifty years. After that he gave
them judges until the time of the prophet
Samuel. 21 Then they asked for a king; and
God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man of the
tribe of Benjamin, who reigned for forty years.
22 When he had removed him, he made David
their king. In his testimony about him he said,
“I have found David, son of Jesse, to be a man
after my heart, who will carry out all my
wishes.” 23 Of this man’s posterity God has
brought to Israel a Saviour, Jesus, as he
promised; 24 before his coming John had
already proclaimed a baptism of repentance
to all the people of Israel. 25 And as John was
finishing his work, he said, “What do you
suppose that I am? I am not he. No, but one is
coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the
thong of the sandals on his feet.”
26 My brothers, you descendants of
Abraham’s family, and others who fear God,
to us the message of this salvation has been
sent.’
Gospel Reading: Luke 1.57-66,80
57 The time came for Elizabeth to give birth,
and she bore a son. 58 Her neighbours and
relatives heard that the Lord had shown his
great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with
her. 59 On the eighth day they came to
circumcise the child, and they were going to
name him Zechariah after his father. 60 But
his mother said, ‘No; he is to be called John.’
61 They said to her, ‘None of your relatives
has this name.’ 62 Then they began motioning
to his father to find out what name he wanted
to give him. 63 He asked for a writing-tablet
and wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of them

were amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was
opened and his tongue freed, and he began to
speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all
their neighbours, and all these things were
talked about throughout the entire hill
country of Judea. 66 All who heard them
pondered them and said, ‘What then will this
child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the
Lord was with him.
80 The child grew and became strong in spirit,
and he was in the wilderness until the day he
appeared publicly to Israel.
NOTICES
Ross & Brampton Abbotts Promise Auction –
Saturday 7th July, 7.30. Tickets are now on
sale for this event, which we hope will be a
huge amount of fun, available at services,
from Nick in the office or online. We will still
welcome further promises or items for the
auction. You can do this, as well as bid for lots
online at www.rawchurch.org.uk/auction.
Alternatively forms are still available at the
back of St Mary’s. Please invite all your friends
to this event, we now need people to bid for
the lots. There are also A5 posters available
for you to take away and display. Mark
Sanderson
Ross Camera Club Annual Exhibition is taking
place in St Mary’s for three weeks starting on
Monday 6th August. They will be using the
space at the west end of St Mary’s with the
exhibition changing each Monday. We hope
that this generates lots of visitors .
Canon Marvin will be leaving us on Sunday
1st July. His last service in St Mary’s Ross will
be Choral Evensong on Sunday 24th June at
6.30pm and his last service in the benefice will
be 11.15am on 1st July at Brampton Abbotts
School. If you usually attend St Mary’s but
would like to attend Marvin’s last service at
Brampton Abbotts School it would be helpful
you could let us know that you’d like to

