
                         SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 
 
9.30am  Sung Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton 
Setting: Mass of St Cedd - Nardone  
Introit: 238 Come down, O love divine 
Psalm: 98 
Grad: 243 Come, thou Holy Spirit, come 
Offertory: 454 Love is his word, love is his 
way 
Communion: Greater Love - Ireland 
Post Com: 498 Lord, thy church on earth is 
seeking 
Please join us for coffee after this service    

9.30am Morning Prayer - Walford 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
Entry : 9 Alleluia! Alleluia! Hearts to heaven 
and voices raise 
Gradual: 38 An upper room did our Lord 
prepare 
Offertory: 603 Sing to God new songs of 
worship 
Post-communion: 187 Forth in the peace of 
Christ we go 

11.15am Café Church - Brampton Abbotts 
School 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones 

6.30pm Music Session - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and Christine 
Cattanach 
 
                    SERVICES NEXT WEEK                    
Thursday 10th May - Ascension Day 
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
7.30pm   Sung Eucharist - Ross 

Sunday 13th May  
8.00am    Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am    Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
9.30am    Family Service - Walford 
6.30pm    Choral Evensong - Ross  

Thank you to everyone who drafted a report 
for our APCM’s, and thank you to everyone 
who volunteered  to be on a PCC or to hold 
office. Sarah 

Holiday cover for the Rectory office is 
needed on Wednesday and Thursday 23rd 
and 24th May 9am to 1pm. Please let me 
know if you can help. Nick Richmond 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Thursday 10th May 
                         Ascension Day 
                  7.30pm Sung Eucharist 

Setting: A People’s Mass - Greening  
Introit: 228 Hail the day that sees him rise 
Psalm: 47 
Grad: 232 The head that once was crowned 
Offertory: 224 Ascended Christ, who gained 
Communion: Holy for ever- Bell (hymn 230)  
Post Com: 691 Jesus shall reign where’er the 
sun 

On 20 May, we keep the feast of St Ethelbert, 
king and martyr, patron saint of Hereford 
Cathedral. Hereford is fortunate in having a 
saint who is unique! St Ethelbert was King of 
the East Angles who, at the age of 14 
journeyed to Mercia to seek a dynastic 
marriage. On arrival he was welcomed at the 
court of King Offa but very soon the 
atmosphere soured and he became involved 
in political intrigue. This resulted in his being 
beheaded by the king and the beginnings of a 
cult of healing at Hereford Cathedral. 
Contemporary accounts say little more than 
recording his death. It was left to later, 
medieval writers, to embroider the story. The 
chief episodes of the story are found on the 
modern shrine of St Ethelbert in the cathedral 
but the important thing for us is that all these 
episodes are not simply quaint imaginings of 
earlier writers but really do have a message 
for us today, and provide us with material for 
prayer in so many areas of life and ministry. 

Let’s have a look at some of them: 
Ethelbert is shown being crowned king at a 
very early age. Pray for all young people who 
have responsibility thrust upon them too early 
– all young carers. Ethelbert journeys far from 
his home – pray for all refugees and displaced 
persons. For all in our localities far from their 
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native lands.  
Ethelbert witnesses earthquakes on his 
journey from east to west. Prayer for all who 
suffer from natural disasters – especially 
those whose stories have disappeared from 
our screens but whose tragedy continues. 
Ethelbert is involved in an ‘arranged 
marriage’. Pray for all whose cultural 
background can lead to conflict and 
unhappiness. Ethelbert is involved in a 
whispering campaign – pray for all victims of 
false accusation and gossip. Ethelbert is 
beheaded at Marden on 20 May 794 – pray 
for all who are persecuted for their faith to 
the point of death.  
Ethelbert’s body is brought to the cathedral 
and becomes the focus for a cult of healing – 
pray for all involved in the ministry of healing 
today. 
You see, our ancient traditions are not just a 
‘trip down memory lane’ but really can help 
us to understand aspects of faith today. And, 
on the feast of St Ethelbert, 20 May, please 
do pray for our cathedral and its work and 
ministry as we will pray for you and all your 
work and ministry in the parishes. 

God bless you all 

Michael 

6th May 2018     
 
                          

Sixth Sunday of Easter  
 

We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Risen Christ, 
by the lakeside you renewed your call to your 
disciples: 
help your Church to obey your command 
and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 
to the glory of God the Father. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
God our Father, 
whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of 
eternal life: 
may we thirst for you, 
the spring of life and source of goodness, 
through him who is alive and reigns, now and 
for ever. 

 
WE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL: 
Brad Knapper 
AND WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
AND WE PRAY FOR THEIR FAMILIES: Richard 
Bate, Susan Angela Winney 
 
TODAY’S READINGS      
 

First Reading: Acts 10.44-48 

 

44 While Peter was speaking, the Holy Spirit 
fell upon all who heard the word. 45 The 
circumcised believers who had come with 
Peter were astounded that the gift of the Holy 
Spirit had been poured out even on the 
Gentiles, 46 for they heard them speaking in 
tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47 
‘Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing 
these people who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?’ 48 So he ordered them 
to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Then they invited him to stay for several days. 

Second Reading 1 John 5.1-6 

 
1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the 
Christ has been born of God, and everyone 
who loves the parent loves the child. 2 By this 
we know that we love the children of God, 
when we love God and obey his 

commandments. 3 For the love of God is this, 
that we obey his commandments. And his 
commandments are not burdensome, 4 for 
whatever is born of God conquers the world. And 
this is the victory that conquers the world, our 
faith. 5 Who is it that conquers the world but the 
one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

6 This is the one who came by water and blood, 
Jesus Christ, not with the water only but with the 
water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one 
that testifies, for the Spirit is the truth. 

 

Gospel Reading: John 15.9-17 

Jesus said to his disciples: 9 ‘As the Father has 
loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 
10 If you keep my commandments, you will 
abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 11 I have 
said these things to you so that my joy may be in 
you, and that your joy may be complete. 

12 ‘This is my commandment, that you love one 
another as I have loved you. 13 No one has 
greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends. 14 You are my friends if you do 
what I command you. 15 I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant does 
not know what the master is doing; but I have 
called you friends, because I have made known 
to you everything that I have heard from my 
Father. 16 You did not choose me but I chose 
you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you 
whatever you ask him in my name. 17 I am giving 
you these commands so that you may love one 
another.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toys in good condition needed for our 
Fantastic Toy Sale As part of the Walford 
Church Open Garden Day Also a request for 
empty jam jars for our produce stall Please 
leave any toys and jam jars in Walford Church 
porch. Sanna Drummond 

Folk Concert Peter Knight was the fiddle 
player in Steeleye Span. His band Gigspanner 
played a great concert here last year. They are 
playing a fundraising concert for St Mary’s on 
Tuesday 8th May. Tickets are £15 online or at 
St Mary’s Office. Do come. Doors 7pm music 
7.30pm Sarah 

Open Garden - Sunday 6th May - Juniper 
Cottage, Bridstow – We’re looking forward to 
seeing people this afternoon, anytime 
between 2 and 5 pm. If you’re able to park at 
Bridstow School and walk up Bannutree Lane 
that would be brilliant. Mark 

Results of 100 Club Draw on Sunday 29 April  
Ist 27 Gerald Francis 
2nd 77 Anna Constance 
3rd 48 Val Allen  
Sue Edwards 

Collection for Canon Marvin 
Marvin and Sue will be leaving us on 1st July. 
We have enjoyed having them with us and we 
shall miss them. Please give donations as you 
leave Church on Sunday. We plan to send the 
money collected to Marvin’s African 
charity The Kinkiizi Diocese Education Fund. 
Sarah 

Contemplative Prayer Group will meet at 
Freda’s home on Wednesday 16th May at 
11.00am. Further information from Freda on 
01989 562366 

 

 

 

 

NOTICES 

 
Ross and Brampton Abbotts Promises 
Auction – The PCCs of Ross and Brampton 
Abbotts are jointly organising an exciting 
auction of promises that will take place on 
Saturday 7th July at 7.30 p.m. in St Mary's. 
More detail will follow about the event but for 
now we’d like your help to gather in as many 
exciting promises or lots as possible. Please 
think about what you might be able to 
provide, but please also think about with 
businesses, organisations, shops you have 
connections with and which you might 
approach to offer something for the auction. 
You can make a promise or donate an item 
now by completing a form that you’ll find at 
the back of St Mary’s, better still, do it online 
at rawchurch.org.uk/auction. You’ll also find 
more detail there. Please help us to make this 
major fundraising event a great success. – 
Mark Sanderson   

Walford Church is excited to announce the 
upcoming Summer Open Gardens to be held 
on Sunday 10th June. The gardens will open at 
10am with Castle Brook selling brunch bacon 
and asparagus rolls. Other destinations will 
take you on a horticultural tour of Deep Dean, 
Howle Hill, Bull’s Hill, Coughton and Hom 
Green, closing at 4pm. The cost of a ticket is 
£6 per adult and children are free. There will 
be something a little extra at each of the 
gardens to keep all the family entertained. 
This is a unique opportunity to see inside the 
most interesting “secret” gardens that 
Walford has to offer as well as views of our 
surrounding countryside that you’ll never 
before have been afforded. All money raised 
will go towards the upkeep of our beautiful 
church. If you able to offer any help on the 
day such as manning gates or assisting with 
parking, please contact Sanna Drummond 
(sannadrummond@gmail.com). We look 
forward to seeing you on what promises to be 
a glorious day!    


