
                         SERVICES TODAY 

8.00am  Holy Communion - Ross         
The Rev’d Canon Marvin Bamforth 
 
9.30am  All Age Eucharist - Ross 
The Rev’d Simon Tarlton and The Rev’d Sarah Jones 
Setting: Mass of St Thomas - Thorne 
Introit: 276 Holy, holy holy!  
Grad:  263 Spirit of The Living God Fall afresh on me  
Offertory: 389 Spirit Of God as Strong as the wind  
Com: Christ pours his grace upon his own- 
Harrison (Hymn 270) 
Post Com: 277 St Patrick’s Breastplate  

Frere Jaqua  
God the Father, God the Father 
God the Son, God the Son 
God the Holy Spirit, God the Holy Spirit 
Three in One, Three in One 
 
Please join us for coffee after this service    

11.15am Family Service - Walford 
(Refreshments from 10.45am) 
The Rev’d Canon Chris Blanchard 
Hymn: Holy, Holy, Holy is the Lord  
Hymn: 195 From heaven you came, helpless babe 
Hymn: 819 He’s got the whole world in his hands 
Hymn: 666 The Spirit lives to set us free 

6.30pm Choral Evensong - Ross 
The Rev’d Sarah Jones and Dr Derek Glover 
Hymn: 276 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty 
Responses: Tomkins 
Psalm: 29 
Hymn: 275 Holy, holy, holy One 
Canticles: Noble in B minor 
Anthem: Sanctus (from the Communion service in 
F) - Darke 
Hymn: 277 I bind unto myself today 

 
                     

Ross and Brampton Abbotts Promise 
Auction We are a very long way from 
reaching our target for this event and we 
really need more promises/donations. 
Please consider taking on the challenge to 
gain a promise from your favourite traders 
in town. There are plenty of forms at the 
back of St Mary’s or go to 
rawchurch.org.uk/auction. This is a major 
fundraising event for 2018 and we need 
your help. Mark Sanderson 

Coffee Morning - Saturday 2nd June 10.30-
12 noon in St Mary’s Hall. Hosted by the 
Mothers’ Union. Cakes, plants & good 
company! 

Hereford Cathedral - pray for parishes in 
turn. On Monday 4th June they will be 
praying for our parishes of Ross, Walford 
and Brampton Abbotts.  We are especially 
welcome at their services that day. Morning 
Prayer at 7.30am, Holy Communion at 8am 
and Evensong at 5.30pm. Sarah   

St Mary’s Churchyard tidy day - Saturday 
2nd June from 9.30am. John Setchfield 

SERVICES NEXT WEEK                    
Thursday 31st May  
10.00am Holy Communion - Ross 
 
Sunday 3rd June 
8.00am    Holy Communion - Ross 
9.30am    Sung Eucharist  - Ross 
9.30am    Morning Prayer - Walford 
11.15am  Café Church - Brampton Abbotts 
School  
 

 

Nowadays, we hear a great deal in the news 
about identity fraud, and we are 
encouraged to safeguard our identity by 
destroying sensitive documents and taking 
care over the personal information we are 
willing to share.  

Today, on Trinity Sunday, the church gives 
us an opportunity to think about God’s 
identity. Indeed, the concept of the Trinity 
has been the subject of much discussion 
amongst theologians since the second 
century. 

The Oxford Dictionary of Christian Faith 
describes the Trinity in terms of one God, 
three persons, one substance – that is, God 
is one, but self-differentiated as Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. Not much help there then. 

I remember when I was a child my Sunday 
School teacher using all sorts of symbols to 
try to explain the Trinity. Perhaps you will 
remember some of these too: there is the 
triangle – one shape with three sides; the 
shamrock - three leaves but one leaf; but 
the one I liked most of all was that of a  
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Mars Bar – three layers, with two sorts of 
toffee surrounded by chocolate. I am not 
sure if this analogy helped me to 
understand the great mystery but it was 
good to eat! More recently some have 
found Wm. Paul Young’s book “The Shack” 
helpful. It is a novel with an interesting 
depiction of the Trinity – a good read but 
not to be taken as a theological treatise. 

It is impossible for us to fully understand 
the nature of God but we can marvel at the 
wonder of the work of God in creation, be 
assured of redemption and eternal life 
through Christ the redeemer, and be 
enabled through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Maybe we just need to accept that 
we as humans cannot fully understand the 
mystery and just have faith in the wonder 
that is God. 

Freda Davies 
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We offer a warm welcome to  
everyone at our services today. 
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TODAY’S COLLECT 
Holy God, 
faithful and unchanging: 
enlarge our minds with the knowledge of your 
truth, 
and draw us more deeply into the mystery of 
your love, 
that we may truly worship you, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 
POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Almighty and eternal God, 
you have revealed yourself as Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, 
and live and reign in the perfect unity of love: 
hold us firm in this faith, 
that we may know you in all your ways 
and evermore rejoice in your eternal glory, 
who are three Persons yet one God, 
now and for ever. 
 
TODAY’S READINGS      
 
First Reading: Isaiah 6.1-8 
In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the 
Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and 
the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2 
Seraphs were in attendance above him; each 
had six wings: with two they covered their 
faces, and with two they covered their feet, 
and with two they flew. 3 And one called to 
another and said:  
‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.’ 
4 The pivots on the thresholds shook at the 
voices of those who called, and the house 
filled with smoke. 5 And I said: ‘Woe is me! I 
am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
live among a people of unclean lips; yet my 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!’ 
6 Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding 
a live coal that had been taken from the altar 
with a pair of tongs. 7 The seraph touched my 
mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has 
touched your lips, your guilt has departed and 

your sin is blotted out.’ 8 Then I heard the voice 
of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’ 

Second Reading Romans 8.12-17 
12 Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to 
the flesh, to live according to the flesh—  13 for if 
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if 
by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the 
body, you will live. 14 For all who are led by the 
Spirit of God are children of God. 15 For you did 
not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into 
fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. 
When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’ 16 it is that very 
Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs, 
heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ – if, in 
fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be 
glorified with him. 

Gospel Reading: John 3.1-17 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a 
leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night 
and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a 
teacher who has come from God; for no one can 
do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God.’ 3 Jesus answered him, ‘Very 
truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of 
God without being born from above.’ 4 
Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be 
born after having grown old? Can one enter a 
second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?’ 5 Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, 
no one can enter the kingdom of God without 
being born of water and Spirit. 6 What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. 7 Do not be astonished that I said to you, 
“You must be born from above.” 8 The wind 
blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound 
of it, but you do not know where it comes from 
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is 
born of the Spirit.’ 9 Nicodemus said to him, 
‘How can these things be?’ 10 Jesus answered 
him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do 
not understand these things? 

Five delightful gardens with varied terrains in 
the Wye Valley AONB are waiting to be 
explored in Brampton Abbotts on Saturday 
2nd June. Gardens open to support St. 
Michael’s Hospice in their valuable work 
between 12 and 5pm and the PCC is involved! 
Tickets £5, children under 12 free, provide 
entry to all five gardens, one of which will 
have refreshments and some with plants for 
sale. Signed parking beside the church, village 
hall and Townsend Farm, or walk across the 
fields from Ross via Netherton! 
See http://www.st-michaels-hospice.org.uk/
event/brampton-abbotts-community/ . David 
Hughes 

Encircled in Care (part two) Some of you may 
remember the pastoral care sessions we ran 
last year. The promise that we would follow 
up the foundation sessions with some more 
evenings on specific issues has not been 
forgotten! If you were one of those who 
attended last year and would like to explore 
further, or you would just like to dive straight 
in, you will be very welcome to join in at any 
or all of the following.  
21st June “Prayer in Pastoral Visiting” 
20th September  “Connecting Care and 
Discipleship”  
15th November “Health, Healing and 
Wellbeing” 
All sessions run from 7.30pm to 9pm in St 
Mary’s Church Hall. For more information 
please ask or contact me, 
simon.tarlton@gmail.com 
 
Coach Trip to Stratford on Avon on 
Wednesday 4th. July - The Retired Clergy 
Association have organised for us to be picked 
up in Hereford at 9.30am, have a 40minute 
River Trip and leave Stratford at 4.00pm for 
return journey. Cost £20.50p. We are a great 
bunch and anyone is welcome to join us. See 
Colin Leggate for a lift to Hereford and more 
details. 

 

11‘ Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we 
know and testify to what we have seen; yet 
you do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have 
told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 
heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into 
heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14 And just as Moses 
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his 
only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
17 Indeed, God did not send the Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him.’ 

 

NOTICES 

 
Walford Church is excited to announce the 
upcoming Summer Open Gardens to be held 
on Sunday 10th June. The gardens will open at 
10am with Castle Brook selling brunch bacon 
and asparagus rolls. Other destinations will 
take you on a horticultural tour of Deep Dean, 
Howle Hill, Bull’s Hill, Coughton and Hom 
Green, closing at 4pm. The cost of a ticket is 
£6 per adult and children are free. There will 
be something a little extra at each of the 
gardens to keep all the family entertained. 
This is a unique opportunity to see inside the 
most interesting “secret” gardens that 
Walford has to offer as well as views of our 
surrounding countryside that you’ll never 
before have been afforded. All money raised 
will go towards the upkeep of our beautiful 
church. If you able to offer any help on the 
day such as manning gates or assisting with 
parking, please contact Sanna Drummond 
(sannadrummond@gmail.com). We look 
forward to seeing you on what promises to be 
a glorious day!    

 


